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LETTERS 

TO AND FRbM 

DR. S W I F T. 



TO tHE REy; JOHN KENDALL** 

SIR, Je*. 11, 1691-^. 

If any tfiing made me wonder at your letter/ it was 
your almost inviting me to do so in the beginnings 
which irtdced grew less upon knowing the occasion ; 
since it is what I have heard from more than one in 
and about Leicester. And for the friendship between 
lis, as I suppose yours to be real ; so 1 think it would 
be proper to imagine mine, until you find iny catise to 
believe it pretended; though I might have some quar- 
rel at you in thret or four lines, which are very ill- 
bestowed in complimenting me. And as to that of my 
-great prospects of making my fortune, on whidi as 
your kindness only Iboks on the best side> so my own 
cold temper, and unconfincd humour, is a much 
greater hinckattce than any fear of that which is the 
subject of your letter; I shall speak plainly to you, 
tliat the very ordinary d)servations I made with going 
balf a mile beyond the University^ have taught me 
experience chough not to think of marriage till i 

♦ Vicar of Thornton, in Leicestershire. . This letter was 
directed ** To be left at Mr. Birkhead's, over, against the 
•* Free-school in Leicester." Dr. Swift (who, by tlie advice 
of his physicians, went to Ireland for his health) had been 
^jaow returned seven wceJU to sir William Tiemple, at Moor* 
Park. N. 

TOL. xV. B 
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2 LETTERS TO AND FROU PR. SWIFT, 

sctde mj fortune in the wOrld» which I uA sore will 
not be in some years ; and even then itself, I am so 
hard to please, that I suppose I shall pat it off to the 
other world. — How all that suits with my behaviour 
to the woman in hand, you may easily imagine, when 
YOU know, that there is something in me which must 
be employed, and when -1 4im alone turns all, for want 
of practice, into speculation and thought ; insomuch 
that these seven weeks I' have been here, I liavc 
writ and burnt, and writ again upon all manner of 
subjects, more than perhaps any man in England. 
And this is it which a 'person of great honour in 
Ireland (who was pleased to stoop so low as to look 
int6 my mind) used to tell me, that my mind was like 
« conjured spirit, that would do mischief if I wooKl 
jiot give it employment. It is this humour that 
makes me busy, when I am in company, to turn all 
that way ; and since it commonly ends in talk, whether 
it be -love, or common conversation, it is all alike. 
This is ' so common, that I could remember twenty 
women in my life, to whom I have behaved myself just 
the «ame way; and^I profess, without any other 
design than that of entertaining myself when I am 
very i<Ue, or when somethiDgigoes amiss in my aiEnirs; 
This I always have done as a man of the world, 
when I had no design <for any tiling grave in it, and 
ivhat I thougbtat worst a harmless hnpertinence ; but, 
whenever J begin to take sober resolutions, or, as 
now, to think of entering into the church, I never 
found it would be^hard to put off this kind of folly at 
the porch. Besides, perhaps, in so^enerial aconver. 
iation among that sex, J -might pretend a. little to , 
understand where I am when I am going to choose for 
a wife J and though the canning sharper of tKe town 
may have a cheat put on him, yet it must be cleanlier 
earned than this which you think I am going to top 
«poa |Dys^lf» "Ahd ;tvtily, if youkoew^bow jneta* 

a 
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LETTZB3 TO AKJ), F^OM DR. SWIFT. 8 

fbpicsA I am that way, you would little ffajt I 
ahould. venture? on one who has giv^n so mach occasion 
to tongues: for^ though the people is a lying sort of 
beast (and I thuik in Leicester above all parts that X, 
tver was in) yet thev. seldom talk without some 
eUmpse of a reason^ which L declare (so unpardopably, 
jealous I am) to be a sufficient oauj^ for ma to hate any 
wonun any farther than a bare acquaintance. Among^ 
all the young gentlemen that I have known who have 
ruined themselves by marrying (which I assure you is a 
great number) I have made this general rule, that they 
are either young, raw, and ignorant scholars, who for 
want of knowifi|g^ cono^ny, bdieve every silk petticoat 
includes an angel ; or else these have been a sort of 
bonett young men, who peihaps are top literal in lather 
marryiitg than burning^^ and entail a misery on them*- 
^Ives and posterity, by an overacting modesty. I 
think, I am very far excluded fro;n listing under either; 
of these heads. I confess, I have known one or two 
men of sense enough, who,^ ioclihed to frolicks, have 
married and ruined themselves out of a maggot ; 
l^ut a thousand household thoughts, which alwaya 
drive n^atrimony out of my mind whenever it chances, 
to come there, will, I am sure, fright me from that i 
beside that I am naturally temperate, and never enw 
gaged in the contrairy, which usually produces, tl^ose 
efiects. Your hints at particular stories I do not un«^ 
derstand ; and having never heard them but so hinted^ 
thought it proper to give you this, to show vou how 
J th^k you for your regard of me ; and I hooc my 
carriage will be «o aa my iriends need not be asharooi 
of the name*. I shoidd not hare behaved myself 

♦ This sentence is very inaccurate ; it QUght to be cither 
• and I hope my carriage will be f//c^as*, &c, — or — 'and I 
hope to carry myself lo as tibat niy friends need not be ashame4 
of the name. * If the noun be used, it should, hj^ye its cor^ 
tesgtoiuiia]^ pronoun ^ if the verb, it.4 advert), S^ 
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4 IKTTERS TO AND tROM DR.. SWlft. 

after that manner I did in Leicester*, if 1 had not 
valued my own entertainment beyond 'the obloquy of 
a parcel of very wretched fools, ^hich 1 solemnly 
pronounce the inhabitants of Leicester to be ; and so 
J contented myself with retaliation. I hope you Will 
forgive this trouble ; and so with my service to your 
good wife, 1 am, good cousin, 

Your very affectionate friend and servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO THE ATHENIAN SOCIETY+. 
GENTLfiMBN, Moor Fafk^ Ftb\ 14, I69I-24 

Since every body pretends to trouble you with their 
follies, I thought I might claim the privilege of an 
Englishman, and put In my share among the rest. 
Being last year in Ireland (from whence I returned 
about half a year ago \\ I heard onlj^ a loose talk of 
your society ; and believed the design to be only some 
new folly just suitable to the age, which God knows l! 
little expected ever to produce any thing extraodinary.* 
Since my being in England, having still continued in 

♦ Where, in 1688, Swift resided some months with "his 
mother. On this head see Mr. Sheridan's Lifb of SwUt ; and 
the Dean's letter to Mr. Worrall, Jan. 18, 1728.9. N. « 

+ This letter first appeared in the Supplement to the fifth 
volunie of the Athenian Gazette. A periodical collection of 
answers sent, or supposed to be sent to the several letters ad^ 
dressed to the publisher, John Dunton^ N. ' 

X By this expression* and some particulars whigh foUow, 
it appears that Dr. Swift, on his return from Ireland, did 
not immediately go back to Moor Park ; as, in the letter to 
Mr. Kendall, dated ohly three days before this to the A the, 
nian Society* we |ind he had beqp but seven weeks with sir 
William. The intermediate time, from the subject of the 
letter to Mr. Kendall, appears to have been prncipally passed 
with his mother at Leicester, from which place he made Ox;^ 
ford in his way to Moof Park. N. 
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LETTERS TO AVD PROM DR. SWIFT. 

the country 9 and much out of company, I had but 
little advantage of knowing any more^ till about two 
months ago, passing through Oxford^ a very learned 
gentleman there first showed me two or three of your 
volumes, and gave me his account and opinion of you. 
A while after I came to this place, upon a visit to sir 
William Temple * where I ha^ve been ever since, and 
have seen all the four volumes + with their supple-' 
ments ; which answering my expectation, the perusal 
has produced what you find enclofed. ' 

As I have been somewhat inclined to this folly, so 
I have seldom wanted somebody to flatter me in it. 
And for the ode enclosed, I have sent it to a person of 
very great learning and honour, and since to some 
others, the best of my ' acquaintance (to which I. 
thought very proper to enure it for a greater li^ht) ; and- 
they have all been pleased to tell me, that they are' 
sure it will not be unwelcome, and that I should beg" 
the honour of you to let it be printed before your next 
volume (which- 1 think iy soon to be published); it 
being so usual before most books of any great value 
among poets: and before its seeing the world, 1 
lubmit it wholly to the correction of your pens. 

I entreat therefore one of you would descend so far,* 
as to i^rite- two or three lines to me of your pleasure 
Bpon it : which as I cannot but expect from*gehtlemen/ 
who have so' well ^shown, upon so mai^ occasions,* 
that greatest character of scholars in being favourable 
to the .ignorant ; so, I am sure, nothing at present can 
more highly oblige me, or make me happier. I am, 
gentlemen, your ever most humble, and most admiring 
servant, ' 

JONATHAN SWIFT. . 

• His great patron. ' N. ' 

f The folio edition of the Athenian Oracle. N. 

»3 . t 
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TO MR^ WILLIAM SWIFT^. 

SIR, Moor Pari, Nov. ^, l6S2. 

My sister told me you was pleased (when she wai 
here, to wonder I did sp seldom write to you. I hope 
you have been so kind to impute it neither to ill man* 
ners or disrespect. I always have thought that 
sufficient from one who has always been but too 
troublesome to you. Besides, I know your aversion 
to impertinence ;^ and God knows so very private a 
lile as mine can furnish a letter with little else, for I 
often am two or three months without seeing any. body 
beside the family ; and now my sister is gone, I am 
likely to be more solitary than before. I am 
still to thank you for your care in my testimonium^ j 
and it was to very good purpose, for I never was more 
satisfied than in the behaviour of the university of Ox^ 
ford to me. I had all the civilities I could wish for» 
and so many substantial favours, that I am ashamed to 
have been more obliged in a few weeks to strangers, 
than ever I was in seven years to Dublin college* t 
am not to take orders % till the king gives me a prebend ; 
and sir William Temple, though ne promises me the 
certainty of it, yet is less forward than I could wish§, 
because (I suppose) he believes I shall leave himH^ 

• 'Wus letter to his uncle (though somewhat imperfect 
and manifeniy written in, a hurry) certainly merits our regard, 
as helj^ing to clear up some pasMges in the writer's life. N. 

+ From the certificate of hi* degree, in consequence of 
which he was admitted adeundem at Oxford, June 14, 1692. 

D. S. 

X Itmay beobsertod from this passage, that he does not 
speak of going into the church as a point of news to his 
uncle. D. S. 

^ Here are thefroundsof a quarrel which happened between 
him and sir William Temple in 1694. D. S. 

II Which at last was the cause of much anger in sir William 
Temple, p. S. 
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woAf upon some accouot^^ lie thinks 9^ a UnW Qie^ 
cessarir to him*. If I weia aJfi»c4tog Qntertainmen^ 
or doinf you sny satU&ction by my Tctten, } «hQ»t4 
be jtry g^d to peribdn it tliat way> as I am boua4 19 
do it by all others. I am sorry my fortune should 9ipf 
me so far from the best of my relations ; but hope that 
I shall have the happiness to see you 90me time or 
other. Pray my humole service to my good aont, and 
the rest of my rdatioosy if you pleats 



TO MR. DEANE SWIFTf. 

Leicfiter, June 3, l69** 
I RECEIVED yoiir kind letter to day from yoar 
sister ; and am ^try gkd to find yon will spare time 
from business so far as to write a long letter to one 
you have none at all with but friendship^ which, as 
the world passes^ is perhaps one of the idlest things in 
it. It is a pleasure to me to see you sally oilt of yoac 
road» and take notice of curiotities^ of which I am 
very glad to have part, and desire you to aet by some 
idle minutes for a commerce whtc^h shall ever be dear 
to me; and from so good an observer asyoa may ^easily 
be, cannot fail of being useful. I am sorry to see sp 
much superstition in a country so given 10 trade ; I 
half used to think those two to be incompatible. Not 
that I Qtterljr dislike ypor processions ix rain or fai^ 
weatherj which, as triHine; as they are, yet have goodi . 
e^ts to quiet common hc^ids, and infnse a gapin{ 
devotion:]; among the rabble. But yooc. burning the 

• Br. Swift wa9 at thi* time employed in revisiijg sir WjL* 
iiain Temple** Wgrks for the press. N, 

4"' A cousin of 0r. Swift's, then at Lisbon. N. 
. ^ Swift, at this time, little expected that the zeal of the 
I nquisition should extend to any of his satirical writings ; part 
of whklt theyJi^iwdver actually burnt. Sm the Vindi&tipn of 
BickefstalF, in thef^urth volume ^et this collection. N. 
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8 LETTERS TO AN© FROM DR. 8WIPT. 

old woman, unless she were a duenna, I shall never be 
reconciled to ; though it is easily observed that nations 
which have inost gallanty to the young, are ever the 
severest upon the old. I have not leisure to descant 
farther upon your pleasing letter, nor any thing to 
return you from so barren a scene bb this, which I 
shall leave in four days toward my jourftey for Ireland. 
I had designed a letter to my cousin Willbughby*; 
and the last favour \it h>s done me requires a great 
deal of ackriowledgment ; but the thought of my 
sending so many before, has made me believe it better 
to trust you with delivering my best thanks to him, 
and that you will endeavour to persuade him how ex. 
tremely sensible of his goodness and generosity I am. 
I wish and shall pray he may be as happy as hp 
deserves, and he cannot be more. My mother desircJs 
her best love to him and to you, with bo|h our 
services xo my cousin his wife, 

I forgot to tell you I left sir William Temple a 
xaor^th ago, just as I foretold it to you ; and every 
, thing happened thereupon exactly as I guessed. He 
was extremely angry 1 left him ; and yet would not 
oblige himself any farther than upon ray good be* 
Jfaviour, nor would promise any thing £rmly to me at 
all s $Q that every body judged I did best to leave 
him, I design to be ordained in September next, and 
make what endeavours I can for someriiing in the 
church. I wish it may ever lie in my cousin's way or 
yours to have interest to briog me in chaplain, of the 
factory. 

If aay thing c^rs from Dublin that may servt 

either to satisfy or divert you, I will not fail of coD-r 

tributing, and giving you constant intelligence from 

thence qf whatever you shall desire, I am r 

Your aSectjqqate cousin and servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

... ^ A ver; considerable nKorchant at Lisbctn*. D^S, 
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iETTERS 'ro AND FKOM BR. SWIFT; 9 

TO SIR WILLIAM TEMPLE*. . 

' Dublin, 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOtTR^ OCU 6, ibp^-.' 

1 H AT I might not continue the many* troubles I 
have given you, I have all this while avoided one, 
which I fear proves necessary at la^t. I have taken all . 
due methods to be ordained, and one time of ordination 
is already elapsed since my arrival for effecting it,. 
Two or three bishops, acquaintance of our family,* 
have! signified to me and them, that^fter sq long ^tand- . 
ii^ in the University, 4t is admired I have qot entered 
upon something or other, (above half fhe clergy in 
this town being my. juqlors,) sand that it being sOy 
many years since I left this kingdom, they could not; 
admit me to the ministry without some certificate of 
my behaviour where I lived ; and my lord archbishop 
of Dublin i- was pleased to say a. great deal of this 
kind to me yesterday ;- concluding against all I had to 
say, that he expected I should have a certificate from, 
your iHHiour or my conduct in ^ur family. The 
sence I am in, how low I am fallen in your hoi^our's 
thoughts, has denied me assurance enpugh to beg this 
&vour, till I find it impossible to avoid ; and I. 
entreat your honour to unoerstandj that no person is 
admitted here to a living, without some knowledge of, 
hb abilities for it: which it being reckoned impossible 
to judge in those who are not ordained, the usual, 
method is to admit- men firsts to some small reader's 
[dace, till, by preaching upon occasions, they can 

♦ Vhis very* cuVious letter was tranScfribed frdhi the original 
to sir William Temple; endorsed by Mr. TemplOj *^ Svsrift's' 
•* Penitential Letter;*' copied by. Dr. Shipman, late fellow 
of All Souls College, Oxford, and rector of Compton near 
Winchester, who was a relation to sir William Temple. N. 

t Dr. Narcissus Marsh, archbishop of Dublin, 1694 — 17025 
sftcrwards archbishop of Armagh, till 17 13. See a letter, 
dated Feb. 3, 1703-4. N# 
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rO LETTERS Tt AVP FR0M.DR. SWIFT, 

^alue themselves for better preferment. This (withoat 
great friends) is so generaU that if I were kmirscoTC 
years dd I mast go the same way, and should at that 
age be told* every one must have a beginning. I en- 
treat that your honour will consider this, and will. 
^ please to sRid me some certificate of my beh^iour 
during almost three years in your family ; wherein I 
shall stand in need of all your- goodness to excuse my 
many weaknesses and oversights^ much more to sssys 
• any thing to my advantage. The particulars expected 
of me are what relate to momls and learning, smd' the 
reasons of quitting your honour's family, diar is^ 
Mrhether the last was occasioned by any ill actioos.. 
They are all left entirely to your honour's mefcy, 
though in the first I think I cannot reproach myself 
any ferther than fbr infirmitits* 

This is alt I dare bejf at present from your faonoar, 
« dnder circumstances ot life not worth your regard : 
what is left me to wish (next to the health and pros- 
peritjr of your honour and fimiily) is, that Heav«i. 
would one day allow me the opportunity of leaving nsy 
acknowledgments at your feet for so many^ favours I 
have received ; which, whatever eftct they have had 
upon my fortune^ shall nev«r fiiil to have the greatest 
i^)dn my mind, in approving o^self, upon all occasions^ 
your honour's most obedient and most dutiful servant^ 
etc. , ^ 

I beg my most humble duty and service be presented. 
to my ladies, your honour's lady and sister. 

The ordination is appointed by the aicUushop by 
t^e beginning of November ^ so chaty if your honour 
will not grant this favour immediately, I fear it wiU 
come too late* 
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LETTERS TO AKD YROM DR. SWtVT. 11. 

TO VARINA*, 
MADAM, Aprils l5y(). 

Impatience is tb&ai^t inseparable ^luality of a 
lov«r^ and indeed of every person who is m pursuit of 
a Resign whereon he conceives his greatest happine^ 
or ^nusery to depend. It is the same thing in w;ar» in 
cfHirt^ and in conun<m business. Every on^ wiio 
honts after pleasuiie, or fame^ or fortune, is stiilUes^Ies^ 
^nd ilnoasy till he has hunted down his^aone : ^ajnd all 
ibis is not only veiry naturalf but. something reasoual^Je 
>C€0.; for a violent desire is litUe better than a distom- - 
per, and therefore .men are not to hlavne in looking .a&er 
a cure. I iind.in]^self hugely inf^ted with liiis nuladj^ 
BXiA am easily vain enough to believe, it has. some very 
(good reasons to exci^se it. For indeed, in my casQ, 
there are some circumstances which will a^mit pardon 
lor more than ordinaiiy disquiets. That dearfsst object 
upon whioh ail jofy prospect of h^ppine^ entirely 
depends, is in perpetual danger to be removed for ever 
ffom my sight. Varina's Hfe is daily wasting; and 
though one just and honourable » action could farni&h 
health to her, and uns|)fia^able happiness to |is. bp^h^ 
yet some power that r^nes at human felicityiias thft 
inEuence to hold iier continually doating upon .her 
cruelty, and. me uppn ^he «aase of i,t. Tlus fully 
convinces me of what .wetare. tol4, that the (mis)e;ries 
of man's life are aU beaten. oat on bis own anyil. 
Why was I ^ foolish U^ put iay hopes ,and fears,in(o 

* SisferftaMr Waryog, Swjft.'s chamber- fellow at college^ 
—This letter was fir&t printed in Mr. George Monck'BerJieley *s 
Literary -Relicks, T789.— A second letter to' Miss Waryng, 
May 4, 1 700, • wUl^be found Jnthfe pretant /fKilapie. Xiuwe 
other klt«i$, ' direct toriier>at l^lmti^m^-fCt^ut^fiyitYh^i^ 
we are unable t9,g|ive:mare.tiuui thflt dates ; . Pee. |j3, .xf^$9 
fi-om Dublin; Tune 19, 1^96^ and Auj. 28^ 1607,. 1^019 
*MoorPark. N. • 
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12 LETTERS TO AKD FHQM. DJl. SW^FT. 

the power or management of another ? Liberty if 
doubtless the most valuable bjessing; of life ; yet wc 
are fond to fling it away on those who have been these 
5000 years using us ill. Philosophy advises to keep 
our desires and prospects pf happiness as much as we 
can in our own breasts^ and independent of any thing 
without. He that sends them abroad is likely to have 
as little quiet as a merchant whose stock depends upon 
"winds^ and waves> and pirates^ or upon the words and 
faith of creditors, every whit as ^hgerou^ and in^ 
constant as the other. 

• I am a villain if I have not been poring this half 
hour over the paper merely for want of something to 
:3ay to you :— or is it rather that I have so much to 
'say to you, that I know not where to begin, though 
'at last its all very likely to be arrant repetition ? 

Two strangers, a poet and a beggar, wenttocufi« 
yesterday in this tovi^n, which minded me heartily to 
curse both employments. However, I am gkd to see 
those two trades fall out, because I always heard they 
had been constant cronies : but what was best of all, 
the poet got the better, and kicked the gentleman 
beggar out of doors. This was of great comfort to 
me, tilM heard the victor himself was a most abomin- 
able bad rhymer, and as mere a vagabond beggar as 
the other, which is a very great o&hce to ode ; for 
starving is much too honourable for a blockhead. I 
read some of his Verses printed in praise of my lady 
Donegall, by which he has jAalvly proved that Fortune 
has injured him, and that he is dunce enough to be 
"worth five thousand pounds a year. It is a pity he 
has not also the qualincations to recommend himself to 
your sex. I dare engage no ladies would hold him 
long in suspense with their unkindness: one settle, 
ment of s^rate maintenance, well engrossed, would 
liave more charms than all the wit or passion of a 
thousand letters. And I will maintain ^t, any man 
had better have a poor angel to his rival than the devil 
himfelf if he was rich* 
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. €^TT£RS TO Ay D ^FROM DR. SWIFt. 13 

. Yoo BOW baTC had time enoagh to cooaiikr niy last 
fettm^-and to form your own resolutions upon it. f 
wait your answer with a world of impatience ; and if 
you think fit I diould attend you before my journey, 
I am ready to do it« My lady Done^l tells me that 
it is feared my loid deputy will not live many days ; 
and if that be so, i>t is possible I may take shipping 
from hence, otherwise I shall set oi^t on Monday 
£>rtnight for Dublin, and, after one visit of leave to 
his excellency, hasten to England : and how far you 
,will stretch die point of your unreasonable scruples 
.to keep me here, will depend upon the strength of 
the love you pretend for me. In sholt, madam, I am 
once more ofl^red the advantage to have the same ac- 
quaintance with greatness that 1 formerly enjoyed, and 
with better prospect of interest. I here sdemnl^ oflir 
to forego it all for your sake. I desire nottimg of 
your fertiine ; you shall live where and with whom 
you jdease till my affairs are^ttled to. your desire : 
and m the mean time .1 will push mf advancement 
with all the eagerness and courage imaginaUe, and do 
not doubt to succeed. 

Study seyen years for objections against all this, an^ 
by Heaven they will at last be no moie/than trifles and 
putofis. It is true you have known sickness longer 
than you have me, and therefore perluipli you are more 
loath to part with it as an dder acquaintance : But 
listen to what I here solemnly protest^ l^ all that can 
be witness to an oath, that if J leave .diis kingdom 
before you are mine, I will endure .the utmost in. 
dignities of fortune rather than ever return again, 
though the king would send me back his deputy. 
.And if it must be so, preserve yourself, in God's 
name, for the next lover who has those qualities you 
love so nuich beyond any of mine, and who will highly 
admire you for those advantages which shall never 
•hare any esteem from me. Would to Heaven you 

VOL. XV. g 
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t4 XETTB&S TO AW© TEOM «m. «W1PT. 

were but a while senstiilexiftlie thoughts tnto wMch wj 
present distractions plunge ine : th^ hale me a thott. 
jiand wayst and I not able to -bear them. It is so, hf 
Jleaven : The love of Varina is of more tragical coii- 
jsequence than her cruelty. Would to Ggd you hitfi, 
treated and scorned me from the beginning. It w^» 
your pity opened the fi?st way tO«y misfortune; arid 
TOW your love is £nithing my ruin : and it ts -so then. 
In one fortnight I must take eternal ferewell dE 
Varina; and (I wonder) will she weep at |>artin^ s 
little to justify htr jX)or pretences of some atection to 
jme ? jmd will mj 'fiends still continue reproaching me 
ibr the want of gallantry » and neglecting; a close siege? 
liow comes it ^at they all wish us married together^ 
.they knowing vay circumstances and yours extremel|r 
iweUy and I am sure lov« you too much, if it beonljr 
tfipr my sake, to wish you any thing that might erO^ 
TToor interest or your happiness ^ Sur^ly^ Varina^ 
you^ have but a very mean opinion of the joys that ae^ 
company a true, honourable, ^mlimitcd %ve ; yet 
^either nature and'Our ancestors have highly deceived 
us, or else all other sublunary things are dross in comi- 
iprison. Is it possible yQo can be yet insensibie to 
the prospect of a rapture and 4eiight so innocent 
ji^ exalted ? Tfutt me, Varina, Heaven has giVeo 
-JUS nothing dfe ^wprth the loss of a thought. Am. 
ioition, high aj^eaeances, friends, and fortune, are nil 
lasieLess and insipid when the^ come in competition ; yec 
trailUoQS^c^ audi gibitious minutes are we perpetualUr 
losing, for ever kwing, irrecoverably lo&ii)g> ^o gratiHr 
,eBpty ibfms and wrong notions, and anected cold, 
jnesses and peevish humour. These are the unhappy 
incumbrances which we who are distinguished -from 
ithe volgar do-^ndly create to torment ourselves* 
The only felicity- permitted to human life we clog 
fwith tudious circumstances and barbarous formality. 
uBy ideaven, Vatina, you are ^afioreexperienced, and 
have, less virgin innocence than !• Would not your 
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l.«TTtRS TO A]fl> FROM ©It. SVTTT. 15 

condoct make one think you were highly skilled in all 
the little politick methods of intrigue. Love^ widi 
the gall of too much discretion, is a> thousand times 
VfWst than with none at all. It is a peculiar part of 
mtore which art debauches^ but caimot improve.. 
We have all of us the seeds c^ it jimplanted in ou#selves»' 
amd they require no helps from courts or fortune to 
cultivate and improve them. To resist the violence of 
oar inclinations in tlie beginning, is a train of self. 
denial that may have some pretences to set up for 
a virtue: but when they are grounded at first upon 
reason, ivhen they have taken firm root and grown up- 
to a height, it is folly-^foUy as well as inyastke, to 
withstand their dicutes;, for this passion has a pro*, 
^rfy peculiar to itself, to be most commends^^le in its^ 
extremes ; and it is as possible to err in the excess of 
piety as of love; 

These ate the rules I have long followed with you, 
Varina; and had you pleased to imitate them, we 
sbodld botB have been infinitely happy. The little 
disguises, and afiected eontradietioDS of your sex, 
Were all (to sajr the truth) infinitely beneath persons 
of your pride and mine; paltry maxims that they are, 
calculated for the rabl^e of humanity. O, Varina, 
how imagination leads me beyond myself and all my 
sorrows! It is sunk, and a thousand graves lie 
open I — Noy mad^ni, I will give you no more of 
my unham>y temper though I derive it all from you. 

Farewell, mad^ ; and may love make you a while 

forget yotar temper to do me justice. Only remember, 

that It you still refuse to be mine, you will quickly 

los^ him that has resolved to die as he has lived, all 

yours. JON. SWIFT. 

I have here sent yoir Mr. Fletcher's letter, wherein I 

hope I do not injure generosity or break trust, since 

the contents arc pirely my own concern. If you 

will pardon the ill hand and spelling, the reason and 

tense of it you will find very well aad proper. 
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l6 LETTERS TO AND PROM DR. SWIFT. 

TO MRS. JANE SWIFT*. 

1696- 

I RECEIVED your kind letter from Robert by 
word of mouth, and think it a vast condescension in 
you to think of us in all your greatness : now shall 
we hear nothing from you for €ve months but fVf 
couttUrs. Loory is well, and present;s his humble duty 
to my lady, and love to his fellow servant : but he is 
the miserablest creature in the world; eternally in his 
melancholy note, whatever I can do ; and if his fin- 
ger does but ache, I am in such a fright you would 
wonder at it. I pray return my service to Mrs. Filbyf , 
in payment of hcr'« by Robert, 

♦ The Doctor's sister. See May 26, 1619. ^ 
This lady, who was then at her uncle Swift's ip Bride-' 
street, Dublin, was married about Dec. 13, 1699, to Joseph. 
Fenton of the city of Dublin, as appears from the licence of 
that date, granted by the deaaof St. Patrick's (Dr. Jerom 
Ryv^s), in whose liberties she waf tiKn an inhabi^nt* A% 
the time of her marriage, she was actually worth 3Q0I.; and on 
representing to her brother, that this sum was insufficient to 
support her, he promised to settle upon her 500I. ; being all 
he was then possessed of in the world, the very hour that he 
should get wmp. benefice in. the church> which he daily tx- 
pected* provided she would reject this overture of marriage 
with a proper disdain. Biit she suif^red herself to be guided 
by the advice of her uncles; and the event of the match 
proved unfortunate. The husband (who i$ represented as an - 
old tyraonical vicious rake, and scarcely worth haif the sum he 
had pretended) broke, and died, leaving his wife with ^wo 
or three children in very deplorable circumstances. On this 
event. Dr. Swift acquainted her by message Tfor he would 
never be so far reconciled as to see her face) that he would 
allow her twenty pounds a year during her lite, provided she 
would live in England, but' not otherwise ; which condition^ 
she accepted, and con:>tantly received that amiuity until the 
time of her decease; which happened in 1738; at which 
time the Dean put on mourning for her. N. 

t An elder sister to Filby. Her husband, Mr. Filby, 
was a butcher in Loiyion* F. -^ .. .> . 
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LRTT^RS TO AND FROM DB,». SWIFT, 17 ' 

Nothing grows better hy your absence but my lady '$ 
chamber, floor, and Tumble down Dick. Here are 
three letters for you, and Molly will not send one of 
them ; she says you ordered her to^ the contrary ; 
Mr. Mose 'and I desire you will remember our love 
to the king, and l^t us know how he looks. 

Robert sayij, the czaH is there, and is fallen in 
love with you, and designs to ca^ry you tc Mus, 
covy ; pray provide yourself with muffs and tabic 
tippets, ^c. 

.^lus has made a strange revolution in the rooks*- 
nests ; but I say no more, for it is dangerous to med« 
die with things above us. 

I desire your absence heartily ; for now I live in . 
great state, and the cook cpmes in to know' what I 
please to have for dinner ; I asl; very gravely what i^ 
in the house^ and accordingly give orders for a dish of 
pigeons, or, ^c. You shall have no more ale here, 
unless you send us a letter. Here is a great bundle 
and a letter for you ; both came together from London, 
We all keep home like sfx ra^ny cats. 



TQ THE REV, MR. WINDERJ, PREBEN. 
DARY.OFXILROOT. 

[to QP left at BEJ..FAST, IN THB COUNTY OF 
' AKTKIM^i JREX^ND.] 

Moor Park, Jan, 13, lff.98-5; 
1 AM not likely to. be so pleased with any thing again 

• Steward to sir WilliAm Temple, after whose death h* 
married Mrs. Johnsonr Stella's sister. N. , ' 

+ Peter the Great wi^ then in F^ngland. N. 

X This gentleman was Swift's immedia.te successor in the 
prebend of Ir^ap<^. : 1 1^1714.^ pri^ited a sermon» which- he 
prea^jie4 at 5t, Mary'5» Duhlin, May 30, 1714* ^♦onth* 
mischief -of faction- ta church j^id state. 'j* Elizabeth the 
yoiiiigest daughter 9f Mf> Winder was mother V^ the first ler4 
Mftcaitn^i^y. N.. .:.,.. .: 

€3 •• ■' 
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tfcis gfood virRife, as I was tJ^itli youf Ittttr of Decenu. 
bcr ^, and it has begun to put nw into* i Tood^ 
opinion of mf Own merits', or at tekst my ^ill at 
ivegotiatToni to find I have so quicklj restored af cor« 
responJence that I feated was dediniflj^, as it reouifcy 
more charmB and address in women to revive one iainc^ 
lA^ flame than to kindJe a dozieti new ones*; bat I 
assure you I wa* vei^ far from imputing youf siilenc6 
to any baif cattsc (havihg never dnterttrined one single 
ill thought of you in my life), but to a custom Which 
brcafks off Commerccr b^twecti abundance of people 
after a foitg sftiiacncc. At fitn one omits writitig for ^ 
little while, and then one stays a while longer io coiu 
sfdcr of Excuses, and at last it grows desperate andofcie 
does not write at aH r At this rafte 1 have sefv^ 
i^te, and have been setvdd myself. 

I wish I had a lerxicon bf me to find wbethcr yobr 
Greek vmxrd be spelt and accented right; and I atn 
^ery sorry you: have made an actitufti in stltima^ as tf 
yoo kid rJhfe greatest stress upon the worn part of the 
word. However, I protect against yotir meaning, of 
any interpretation you shall ever make of that nature 
out of my letters. If I thought you deserved any 
bktCT^WcJrds, I should cither deKver them plainly; or 
hold my tongue iiltogether ; for I ette^m the custom 
of cdttvej^i<Vg file's resentmenti by hints or inmictidoes 
to be a sign of malice, or feat, or t^ little sincerity ; 
but I have toldyou soram et absens, that you are iti 
<rour nature more sensible than you need be, and it is. 
nard you cannot be siatisfied with the esteem of the 
Wst s^mong your neighbours, but lose your time in 
regarding what may be thought of yoo by one of mj 
privacy and distance. I Wish y6tt cotdd 2t& easily make 

* Mr. Sheridan notices a preo&fkrtg Ictifer to Mr. Winder 
from Moor Park, in 1 69 S ; in whieh Swift says, •* I remem^ 
bur those letters to Eliza ; they were writ in my youth- Praf 
hem thera . Y ou meivt ion a <tei^erous rival forau albisent lover ; 
but I must take my' fortune. If the report ^rtfctMlr p«t 
iujform me." N. 
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, . LBTTEK8 Vo AWD FROM 1>R* ftWiPT. Sjf 

1117 esteem and friendship for 700 to be of afly vakit 
as 70a nuf be sure to coBunand them. 

I should be sorty if 70U have been at ,afl incon. 
T^ience in hastening my accounts ; and I dare refer 
you to my letters, tnat they will lay the fault upon 
yourself; for I think I desired more than once, that 
you would not make more dispardi than ^tood with 
yOQt ease, because I was in no haste at all. 

I desiied of you two or three times that when yon 
had sent me a catalogue ttf those few books you would 
not send them to Dublin tiM yoti had heard again from 
me : The reason was, that I did believe there were 
one or two of them that might have been useful to you, 
.and one or two more that were not worth the cafriage : 
Of tbe latter sort were skn old musty Horace, and 
Fdey's book ; of the formed were Reynolds* Works, 
C^lection of Siermons, in 4to. Stillingfleet's Grounds, 
Sec* and the f(^ paper book, very good for sermons, 
or a receipt book tor your wife, or to keep accounts for 
mutton, raisins. Sec* The Sceptrs Scunti/ka is not 
mine, but fM, Mr. Dobbs's, and I wish it were restored: 
He ha» Templets Miscellanea ihstead of it, Which is a 
goodboc^, worth your reading. !£ Scefth Sciftitifica 
eon^es to ine, I'll butn it for a fustian piece d[ 
abomiitable curious virtuoiso stuff! The books missing 
are feW and inconsiderable, hOI worth tiroul^ing any 
body about* I hope this will come to your hands be- 
fore you hive sent your eargo^ tkat yOu may keep those 
bcek^ I mention r and tksTre you will Write isif naine» 
imd ex dotto before them ih large lettei^s. 

I desire my humble Service to Mrs. Winder^ and 
that you will let her know I «hall pe^ a tisit at Car^ 
mony some day or otilier, how little soever any of you 
may thmk of it. But I will, <is you desire> excuse 
you the delivery of my compliinefnts to poor H. Cle- 
mentSy arid hope you win fcave mudi bettet fortune 
than poor Mr. Davis, who has left a £imily that 4s 
like to find a cruel want of him* Pray let* me htu 
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20 LETTERS TO AND FHOM bA. SWIFT. 

that you grow very rich, and begin to make put-- 
chases. I never beard that H. Clements -was d^d : I 
was at his mayoral feast : Has he been n^yor since ? 
or did he die then, and every body forget to send me 
word of it ? ' ' . . 

Thpse sermons you have thought fit to transcribe 
will .utterly disgrace you, unless you have so much 
credit that whatever comes from you will pass.: They 
were wh^t I was firmly resolved to burn, and ^peci^* 
ally some of them the idlest trifling stuff that eyer 
was w rit, calculated for a church without company 
or a roof, like our ***♦*(**** Oxford. * Tlity, 
will he a perfect lampoon upon me, whenever you look, 
on them, and remember they are mine. 

I remember those letters to Eliza ; they vfcr/^ .wmt. 
in my youth; you ihight have sealed them up, said 
nobody of my friends would .have opened them:- 
Pray.bufn them. There were parcels of other papers^, 
that I would not have lost; and I hope. you have, 
packed them up so that they, piay c<une to me. Some 
of them were abstracts and collections from reading. 

You meptiqn a dangerous rival for an absent lover ; 
but, I must take my fortune : If the report proceeds, 
pray infor^i me ; . and when you have }eisure an^. 
humour, give me. the pleasure of a letter frofn you :. 
And though you are a man full of fastenings to thq 
world, yet endeavour to continue a. friendship in 
absence; for who knows but fat? may jumble us 
togetl^r ^^aii;i : And I believe, had I been assure4. 
of your neighbourhood, I shquld not have been sq 
unsatisfied with the region I was planted in*. I ^m, 
and will be ever entirely, , 

Y.ours, Scc^ 

. J.SWIFT./ 
P, S. Pr.ay let ^e know something of my d^bt being 

paid to Tail^, the innkeeper of- ; .1, havf 

forgot the town ^ -, .between Dromojre and 

Ncwry,, ,. , ■ , . . . ^ .: *, 
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XBTT£IIS 'It AKP FHOM PH. SWIFT. ' 51 

MRS. JAN© SWIFT TO MR* DEANE SWIFT, 

. M^ 26, 1699. 
My poor brother ha» lost his best fri«nd sir WIlKam 
Temple, who was so fortd of him whilst he lived> 
that he made him give up his living* in this country, 
to stay with him at Moor Paik : and promised ' 
to g^ him one in England. But death came in be^ 
tween, and has left him ' unprovided both of friend ' 
and living ! 



TO MISS JANE WARYNGt* 

.MAi>/^» Dublin, May ^, 1700* , 

1 AM extremely concerned at the account you give oT 
your health ; for my, uncle toW me he found you in 
appearance better than you had been in some year9| ■ 
and I was in hopes you had ftill continued so* God ' 
jbrbid I (hould ever be the occasion of creating more' 
troubles to you, as yon seem to intinoate I The letter 
you desired me to answer I have frequently read, and ^ 
thought I had replied to every part of it that required it ; 
however, since you are pleased to repeat those particun 
lars whecein you desire satisfaction^ I shall endeavour 
to give it you as well as I am able. You would know 
what^ve my temper that sudden turn, as to alter, the 
style of my letters since I last came over. If there has . 
been that alteration you observe, I have told you the 
cause- abundance of times* I had used a thousand - 
endeavours and arguments, ' to get you i^m the- com^ • 

♦ The prebend of Kilroqt, in the dicK?es6 of Connor, tljen 
-worth about ioqI. a year, and in 1786 worth about 170I. N. 

t A young lady of family in the North of Ireland. It was 
written not long before the time of Stella's fixing her residency 
ia tbftt kins^QOK N*. . . . . 
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toany and place ytw arc in ; both on ttic account of your 
health and humour, which I thcHight wem like tbT 
su^r very much in such an air, and before such exam* 
pics* All I had in answer from you, was nothing but 
a great deal of arguing^ aitd aometioictf in a stylft s^ 
very imperious as I thou^t mighi bave been spared^ 
when I reflected how much you bad been in the wscn^p 
The other thing you- would know is, whether thi* 
change of style be owing to the thoivhtt of a new mis- 
tfess« . I dediiie^ upon the word of a christian and a 
gentleman, it is not ; neither had I ever thoughts of 
being married to atiy other person but younelf. I Ihad 
ever an opinion that yea- had a gieat sweetness of natoxc 
and humour; and whatever appeared to the contrary, 
I looked u|Kxi'it onty ab a thiiig pur on as neccssaiy 
before a lover : but I have since disenred in abundance 
of your letters suebmarks-of a severe indifierencei that 
I' began to think it wds hardly possible for one «f m/ 
few good qnatitite- to fkaasd you. I never knew anjF 
ap luiid to be wosked Upon, even in maitters whese 
the interest and concern aie entkcly your own ; all 
which, I say, passed easily while we were in the stato 
of formalities and ceremony ; but, since that, there U 
no other way of accounting for this untractabk beluu 
viour in you, but bv imputing it to a want of Commoa- 
esteem and friendship for me. 

When I desired m\ account of your fortune, I had 
no such design as you pretend to imagine. I have 
told you many a time, that in En^and it was in the 
power of any young fellow of common sense to gee 
a targer fortune than ever you pretendied to : I asked^ 
in order to consider whether it were sufficient, with 
the help of my poor iacoipe, to make one of yoac 
humour easy in a married state. I think it comes to- 
almost a hundred pounds a year ; and I thinle at tl^c 
same time that no young woman' in the world of the 
same income would dwindle away their health and li£» 
in such a sink, and among such family ooaversaCMMt: 

Digitized by VjOOQ It 



jfieithcr liame alifwxhii itt i^hefBR ^nee Mp to fgtma^t 
.atax yaac have.:^ »kiot Kaltie ^br m^ .becauae yon jio 
Jittktegardedjrlnt I «o soften jstUi.iipon^hat mutter. 
The disoal acco^pt ,jr!tti .aa^ liuive gi^^ you of mf 
liraig^* I xafi^aa8iiseyottit(>faeatttteoi^; andy&in^e 
k b ajdasipal40Deeven in ^oeor owo opiDion^ you can 
:best.dn9(r yBmi^eqpienQes fitooi k* The fflace where Lhc, • 
fioLtODri- liTed is unpna Irangwhkj}- he keeps with 
itbe ^leanery ; jbot theplaoeof ive^dence for, that th^ 
lave fiYeame is i^i^n a imk jof ^t ;to(vn. calkd Tnm^ 
.tusemy atyes^fren hence; aod there is no other wra^, 
iHit to Idre.a houae at Trim* ^xrhiM coei>n ^the af)ii9( : 
the £m kihardly to bt .dpoe> andiheother I Am too ^ 
spoor to perferm jit pceseot* For conmg down \o Bd* 
iast» k k what I cannot. ^tihiok pf, my iftt^endance 
isK>' dose, and «so,^ucK;jEe9BiBed of »e ; .but our go. 
-vcmmeot ftka.Tery loose, aQd I imlkft wifichaa|e 
in a few momhs ; svhetheroQr|ttrt!:t:wim, partake sn 
ithe dian^e^ I kn^sKw notfthott|;h I am^ecy/apt^. believe 
it ; .and ithen Isl]^U.be at letsfiie.fbr ^ .^bort journey* 
fiiit I hope y^afiOilMr ifiittndsi more fipi«erful than i» 
mHA befose that ti«ie peK^ede yoa^rtmi rthe place wJ^eie 
yoa aie* laksiie my/Beevke to yaortniiPmtr> in fe* 
turn for her scmemlmuioe : bat ibr amy >^h^t dealiDga 

♦ Those of Laracpf and'.RftthbeggiA- W. 

•f This gentkrxuui, as4wpll asf)f. S«n&, twas chapbin to 
MdBcrkelcgr^wbQIi «!pe/ofothe ^4^ 4^tio^ io Irel^od ; s^d 
was promoted 40 the di^aneiy 9I Deny, .which ^^d beeii j^cyi- 
ously promised to Dr. Swift: but Mr«,Bush, the principal 
secretary, for weighty tpasons bfist known to' himself, iaid ur. 
S«rift aside, unl^^s: he would pftf hini a hirgetsum; wchick 
the DoGtor^refiistfd. with. the uimott CWM«iFt f^ sco^n. J) 
—Dr. Boltpn,ciiHbo.wgs also Miiw^er of .St. Werhuigh's, DuJ)* 
Jin, was advanced to the bishpprick of i^loafert, Sept. 12, 
1712 ;' transIatedio^Elphin, Apr. 16, 1724 ; to Cashel, Jan. 6, 
1729; -and died ki -1744. He wa8:one:ipf; |he iriost eloquent 
speakers of Jiis timey aod was .(Articulacl^ akUMIn.ecoie^i^ 
.aatical^Hi^tpi^ N- . j 

f Meaning lord ^brkeley, who was then t>ne of the three, 
lofds* justices. The earl of "Rochester was appoint td lord 
Iteutcnant m Septeinber*foUowtns. 49. 
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thatWayf t entreat yourpardoh; atid t think Ihaiw 
more cause to resent your desires of me in' that icas^ 
than yoa have to be anery at my refbsals* If yon like 
tuch company and ceiidact} ifaQch good do you %ith 
them! My education has been otherwise. My tmcle 
Adam * asked me one day. in private^ as by dkection, 
what my designs were in relation to you^ because it 
might be a hindrance to you if I did not proceed. 
The answer I gave him (which I suppose .he has sent 
vou) was to raie effect : *« That I hoped I was^ no 
hindrance to you ; because the reason you urged against 

- an union with me was drawn from yoUr indisposi^ 
tion, which still Continued ; that you also thought my 
fortune not sufficient, which is neither at present 

^in a condition to offer you : That, if your Iveaith 
and my fortpne were as^they oi^;ht, I would prefet 
you above all your se^ ; but that, in the present oon« 
dition of both, I thought it was agakist your opiaian, 
and would ceruinly make you unhappy : That, had yoa 

' any other offers which your friends oat yomelf thought 

' knore to yoar advantage, I should think I were very 

* unjust to 1)6 an obstacle in four WBy't" Now for wh«t 
concerns my fortune, yoa have answered it. I desire 
therefore, you wiU let me know if. your health bb 
otherwise than it was when you told m& the doctora 

' advised you against marriage, as what would certainly 
hazard your life. Are they or you -grown of another 
opinion in this ^ticular? are yoii in a condition tp 
manage domestick a^irs, with an income of less (per- 
haps) than three hvndred pounds a year? have you 
such' an inclination to my person and humour, as to 
comply with my desires and way of living, and endea- 
vour to make us both as happy as you can ? ^ill you 

. be ready to engage in those methods I shall direct fi^ 
the improvement of yoi^ mind, .so as to make us en- 
tertaining company for each other, without being im- 

* Whose daughter, Anne, married a clergyman of the nan* 
of Perry. Scejournal to Stella, May ai, 1711. Nt 
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serable when wc are neither visiting nor visited ? can 
you bend your love and esteem and iniHJcrence to 
others the same way as I do mine ? shall I have so 
•tnuch power in your heart, or you so mtich gdVern- 
ment of yoUr passions, as to grow h good humour 

»pon my approach, though provoked by a -*? 

have you so much good-nature as to endeavour by soft 
words to smooth any rugged humour occasioned by th« 
cross accidents of life ? shall the place wherever your 
husband is thrown be more welcome than courts and 
cities without him ? In short, these are some of the 
necess^^y methods to fdease men who, like me, are 
deep-read in the world ; and to a person thus made, I 
should be piToud in giving all due returns towards 
making her happy. . These are the questions I have 
always resolved to propose to her with whom I meant 
to pass my life ; ana whenever you can heartily answer 
them in the affirmative^ l*shall be blessed to nave you 
in my arms, without regarding whether your person 
be beaptifol, or your fortune laige. Cleanliness in the 
first, and competency in the other, is all I look for* 
I desire indeed a plentiful revenue, but would rather 
it should be of my. own; thpugh I should bear firom a 
wife Xo be reproached for the greatest. 

I have said all I can possibly say in answer to any 
part of your letter, and m telling you my clear opinion 
as to matters between us. I singled you out at first 
from the rest of women ; and I expect not to be used 
like a common lover. When you think fit to send mt 
an answer to this without " i , I shall than approve 
myself^ by all means you shall command. Madam, 
Your most faithful humble servant, 

JONATHAN SWIFT. 



YOU XT, o r-^^^T^ 
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JD, . IKTnwi -TO AK^ f IU)M Pfi>, «WIf f . 

TO THE tISHOP OF DERRY*. 

Mt Lqt^ l>^biiit Castle, July 1 6, i7QP. 

I WAS aei^ral times.to waiton fourlonkhip at foor 
lodgings ; but you were either abroad, or .«o <^ngagedt 
that I could not 'be permitted the honour to ^attend 
yoiu I have an humble request to joat lordship, rhat 
you viil please to excu«e me if 1 cannot be at the 
triennial visitation ; for, my lord'f and lady con. 
tiQually tresiding at the lodge, I am obliged to a coiw 
ftant attendance there, i am with all respect^ 
My lord, 

YOtfr lordship's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

JON. SWIFT. 



TO THE REV. DR. TISDALL f. 

IfmdftH, Dec, l6, 17P3. 
I PUT great vidcnce on myself, in abstaining all 
this while from treating you with politicks; I wish 
you had been here for ten days, during the highest and 

* Pr. WilUam Kui£, aftQrwoid, 4rcl?4>i«hop qf Publia. 3ee 

i>-36. ^. * 

f The carl of Berkeley, then one of tjic lords justices ^f 
Ireland. N. 

X A "very leanwd aitd Ingfiiioiie ekflgyroan, and bellow pf 
the univertity of D^btin. He Uved in jre^t i«^macy wUh 
Mrs. Johospn and Mrs. Dingley, and |i;\a4e proj>osals of 
marrjape (othe former* Whether it were With a view to rou^e 
affections in the adamantine heart of her admired object ; or 4 
reach of policy in Dr. Swift, to acquaint Mrs. Johnson, hy 
such indirect means, that he had no intention of engaging 
himself in a married life ; or whether in truth there were any 
artifice on either side ; is now not possible to be determined. 
But the lady certainly received the addresses of Dr. Tisdall, 
9nd gave him all proper encouragements* It is also cert^ia 
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t^armisr ftWn of fwty aid foctioii, tlairf ever knew 
dr vead of, dpon t^ bilh against occa^mal conformify/ 
ifhidiy t(wo^ dsy^ agOy was, t^on t&e fine rcaidnig» 
Jtjecttt bf ^ k>i^ It was so imir^sii, tkat I 
dbser^eA the cfogs nvtht strcets-mdch more coiit«iiiidi« 
ao» aai ijiniftiilsoMe than usual ^' and the rerf nighr 
Befoie tise hUl went up,^ a committee of wh%and torf 
ot^ had a veiy warm and loud: debatQ upon, the roof 
o# oat kou^. Bat why sko«ld we wonder at that, 

tftat Th. Sxvihh2tS sb tittle t^(MglSts of m^ftij^ at thls'thtie, 
thMf lit wehf tli:^ tlfe d»u#tf of ErtglaAd durht^ thcs^ addtes&es, 
ainct ^rote constantly to Ibis .gentleman, ^ to a pennon so 
iotima^ety acqujainted whhMrs. Johnsoiv that he frequently 
cpxiyiyed to^hef the political news of Enj^and through his 
h'a^. "fhe event, of this couYfshi]* appears in Dr. SwitVs 
H-rter of AjJfil 20, ^704 j which scetn» to haivef Wought matters- 
t^ a crisis. Mrs. Jehnsdn discovered no reptignancy to the' 
match.) b^t, still she would be advi^d by Dr. Swift. The 
I^QCtor, perhaps loth to be separated from so deligjhtful a com- 
pMon, threw an obstacle in the way that wife not to be sur- 
mounted. This genifleman had a bef^ce in the church, of a 
coastde^iUe vatue^ aboav 100 miles from Dublin, which' 
r^iiifed his ai^eiKhince> P«. Swift, in oi4er t6. bring measures 
to a final issue, mad^. him an overture, that he should settle 
upon his wife an hundred pounds a year for pin-money. The 
loVer, indeed, though extremely cipti^ated* with the charms of 
his mistresS) hesitated at this propoSdi, tad desired a night's 
time to consider of it; but, next morning, contrary to Expec- 
tation, he agreed to the terms. Swift, never a^ a loss for 
some uncommon flight of imagination, insisted furthef, that 
hp should live, in Dublin, and 16etfp a coa"Ch fof his wife. Dr« 
Tisdall had more honour than to pt<Mnlse what he could not 
perform; thie match was accordin^y brolten oif:.and in a 
short time ^fter hemarried the HoA. Lettiee Fortescue Alaund, 
third daughter of lord Fortescue ; and obtained the rectory of 
Belfast, where he-died in June 1736. Kfrs. Johnson, with 
an her wit and beatit)', appears not, after this period, ta have^ 
received any proposal of marriage; Dr. Swift being univer- 
sally imagined to have been h6r prdtid'titmy her friend, attd 
ber admirer. These anecdotes (collected fnmi a comparison 
of the Journal to Stella, Oct. 20, 17 lO, whh Mr. De«n« 
Swift's Essay, p. 87) illustrate an important part of out 
Author's private history* N. 
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5s LETTETl* TO AWD FHOM DR. SWIFT. 

when the very ladies are €plit asunder into high church 
ajid loiWt and out of zeal for religion* ■ have hardljr 
time to sa]r their prayers f The masks will have « 
crown more from any man of the other party* and* 
count it a hieh pc^nt of merit to a member, who will 
not vote on their side*. For the rest, the whole body 
of the clergy, with a great majority of the house of 
commons, were violent for this bill* As great a 
majority of the lords, among whom, all the bishops 
but four, were against it : the court and the rabblp (as 
extremes often agtee) were trimmers. I .would be 
glad to know men's thoughts of it in Ireland : for my. 
self, I am much at a loss, thoui^h I was mightily 
urged by some great people to publish my opinion. I* 
ci^nnot but think (if men's highest assurances are to be' 
believed) that several, who were.against this bill, do. 
love the church, and do hate or desjHse presbytery. I 
put it dose to my lord Peterborough just as the bill- 
was going up, who assured me in the most solemn 
manner, that if he had the. least suspicion, the reject-, 
ing this. bill would hurt the church, or do kindness to> 
the dissenters, 'he would lose his right hand rather than 
speak against it. The like profession I had from the* 
bishop of Salisbury)', my lord Somefs, and some' 
others ; so that I know not what to think, and there, 
fore shall think no more; and: you will forgive my 
saying so much on a mdttef, that all our heads^ have 
been so full df, to k d^grtt, that while it was on the 
ainvil, nothing ejse was the subject of conversation. I 
shall return in two mcmths, in spat^ of my heart. I 
bave here the best friends in nature, only want, that 
little circumstance pf favour and power ; but nothing 
s so civil as a cast courtier. Praylet.thpladiesiJ: know 

• This account of. the bustle, the hurry, and tumult*, 
whilst the Occasional Conformity bill was depending, is %. 
most lively specimQ(|.ofovir Author's wit and humour, l^, . 

+ Dr: Gilbcr^Burnct. N. ' 

J Mr§. JohnsoiiandMrs. Dinglcy. Nt . ..... 
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LETTEilS TO AN© FROM DR. SWIPT, 29 

I had their letter, and will answer it soon ; and that I 
obeyed Mrs. Johnson's commands, and waited on her 
mother, and other friend. You may add, if yott 
please,^ that they advise her clearly to be governed by 
her friends there about the n^newing her l-ase, and she 
may have her mortgage taken up here whenever she 
pleases, for the payment of her line ; and that we have 
a project for putting out hej money in a certain lady's 
hands for annuities, if the parliament goes on with 
them, and she likes it** 

I'll teach you a way to outwit Mn, Johnson t it is 
a new fashioned way of being witty, and they call it 
a Litf. You must ask a bantering question, or tell 
some damned lie in a serious manner, and thcin she 
will answer or speak as if you were in earnest ; and then 
fry you, *• Madam, there's a ifite." I would not have 
you undervalue this, for it is the constant, amusement 
incourt, and every where els^ among the great people ; 
and I let you know it, in order to have it obtaia 
among you, and t^ach you a new refinemeot. 



TO THE SAME. 

Londoft Feb. 3, 1703-4. 
I AM content you should judge the order of friendship 
you are in with me by my writing to you, and accord- 
ingly you will find yourself the first after the ladies* ; 
for I never write to any other, either friend or relation, 
till long after. I cannot imagine what paragraph you 
mean in my former, that was calculated for lord 
primatct; or .bow ypu could shqw it him without 

* Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Dinglcy. N. 

f Dr. Narcissus Marsh > of whotii Swift entcqrtained no very 
fayoarable opinion, ajv) whose character he drew with much 
severity, was made bishop of Ferns, Feb. 27,. 1682; translatol 
to Dublin, May 24, 1694,; to Armagh, Feb. 18, 1702; and 
4iedini7ij. By two of his private letters, dated Sept* 23^ 
. ' » 3 
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30 LETTERS TO AND FROM DR. SWITT. 

king afraid he might exspect to see the test. Sat I 
will rake better methods another time, and you shall 
never, while yoa live, receive a syllable firom me fit 
to be shown to a lord primate, unless it be yourself* 
Montaigne was angry to see his essays lie in the par- 
lour window, and therefore wrote a chapter that forced 
the ladies to keep it in their closets. After some such 
manner I shall henceforth use yoa in my letters, by 
snaking, them fit to be seen by none but yourself. 

I am extremely concerned to find myself unable to 
persuade you into a true opinion of your own little, 
ness, nor make you treat me with more distance axi^ 
respect ; and the rather, because j find all your little 
pretensions are owing to the credit you pretend With 
two ladies who came from England^ I allow indeed 
the chamber in William-strcet to be Little England 
by their influence ; as an ambassador's house, where- 
cver it is, hath all the privileges of his master's 
dominions : and therefi^re, if you wrote the fetter in 
their room, or their company (for in this matter their 
room is as good as their company) I will indulge you 
a little. Then fi^r the Irish le^s you reproach me 
with, I defy you. I had one indeed when I left 
your island ; but that whicK made it Irish is spent and 
evaporate, and I look upon myself now as Cipon 
a new foot. You se'em to talk with great . security of 
your establishment near the ladies j though perhaps9 
if you knew what they say of you in their let- 
ters to me, you would change your opinion both 
of them and yourself. — A ^//^*!— And now yoU 
talk of a bite, I am ashanied of the ladies' being 

1703, and June 16, 1704-5, (preserved among Bishop 
Gibson's manuscript papers in the Lambeth library, 1. 
56. 95.) -it appears that he was ^jealous of arc|)bishop Kind's 
endeavouring to procure to himself a license to preside lA 
the Convocation, and invading, the presidency^ N. 
* Alluding to his former letter. Kt 
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LETTERS TO A^© THOM B^. SWrtT. 3l 

caught hy 70U, when I hid betrayed 700, and given 

them warning. 1 had heaidi befov^ oif the diok- 

Mig, bat never of the jest in the church : voii may 
find from thence that women's ptaytrs are things per- 
fectly by rote, as they port on one stocking after 
another, and no more* — Bat^ if she be good at blun- 
ders, she is as ready at corneol^ ; and to pretend her 
senses were gone, was a veiy good argument she had 
rfiem about her,/— -You seem to be mighty proud (as 
you have reason if it be true) of the port you have in 
the ladies' good graces, especially of her you call the 
forty. I am very much concerned to Itnow it ; but^ 
iince it is an evH I cannot remedy, I will tell you a 
tftory. A cast mistress went to her rival, and 
expostulated with her for robbing her of her lover. 
After a long quoriel, finding no good xo be done: 
*« Well,'-' says the ab^ca ted lady, ^^kecplmn, and 
« •*«• ••« 4» »#»• «*»»^.,_« 1^^** says ^jjg other, 

•< that will not be-altogether so convenient ; however, 
** to oblige you, I will do something that is very 
« near it."-*-/>;;ei». 

I am mightily afraid the ladies are very idle, and 
do not mind their book. Pray pCit them tipcfn read, 
ing ? and be always teaching so^nething to Mrs« 
Johnson, because she is gOMl at comprehending, 
remembering, ^ r«t^ning. I #o^der she could bt 
so wicked as to let the first word she could speak, aftet 
choking, be a pun. I differ from you ; and believe 
the* pun was just coming up, but met with the crumbsi 
and so, strujjrling lor the wrfi, could neither of them 
get by, and at last came both out together. 

It is a pleasant thitig to hear you talk of Mrs. 
Dingo's bUmders, when she has sent me a Hst with 
above a doasen of yours, that have kept me alivCf and 
I hope will do so tin I have them again from the 

♦ Df. Swift, it mustbekCkfid^^Icdged, has here adoptfcd.too 
much of the plan of Montai|^| which he oientions ixi tRe 
he^oning of tlus letter. N. 
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23 LETTERS TO A^D FROM DR, SWIFT , 

fpunuin head, — I desire Mrs. Johnson only to for* 
bpar punning* after the Finglas rate when DiUyt was 
at home. 

I thank you for your bill, which was a cunning 
piece of civility to prevent me from wanting. How, 
cyer, I shall, buy hats for you and Tom Lei^h ; for I 
have lately a bill o[ twenty pounds sent me for myiself, 
ard shall take up ten more here, I saw Tom Leigh's 
brother in the court of requests^ and^ knowing htm 
to bp your friend, I talked with him ; and we will taka 
some occasion to drink your health together, and Tom 
l«igh's-r-I will not buy you any pamphlets, unless 
you will be more particidar in telling me their n^mes. 
or their natures, because they are usually the vilest 
things in nature^ Leslie has written several of late, 
violent against presbyterians and low churchmen. If 
I had credit enough with you, you should never 
write but upon some* worthy subject, and with long 
thought. But I look upon you as under a terrible 
Hdist^ke, if you imagine you cannot be enough dis. 
tinguished without writing for the publick. Preach, 
preach, preach, preach, preach, preach; that is Cer- 
tainly your talent ; and you will some years hence 
have time enough to be a writer, I tell you what I 
Jim cont^t you shotjld do^ clujibse any subject you 
please, and write for, ybiir private diversion, or by 
way pf trial ; but be not hasty to write for the world. 
Besides, who that has a spirit would write in such a 
scene ^ Ireland ? — You and I will talk an hour on 
thes^ masters. [Pox on the dissenters and inde^ 
pendents ! 1 would as soon trouble my head . to write 
against a Ipuse and a flea, I. tell you what j. I wrote 
against ihe bill that was against ocqwional conformity ; 

* Dr. TiscJalJ, whom hfs friends used familiary to call 
Black Tisdall, vyas author cf •* Tom t>uir-sibi metamorphose 
•' ed, or the Giber gibe^;'* a satire a^ainst^Swiftgn4Sh9li4<ai| 
io th? Gulliveriana. N. 

t The Rev. DiUon Ashe: N. * 
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LETTERS TO AKD FROM DR. 9WIFT. 33^ 

but it came too late by a day, so I would not print ir« 
Sat you may answer jt if you please ; for you know 
you and I are whig and tory*. And, to cOol your 
insolence a little^ know that the queen and court, and 
house of lord's^ and half the commons almost, are 
whigs ; • and the number daily increases.-f*] 

I desire my hunble service to the primate, whom 
1 have not written to^ having not had q>portunity to 
per^rm that business he employed me in ; bat ^all 
«oon, DOW the days sae longer. . We ar^ all here xm\ 
great impatience at the king of Spain's delay, who 
ypt continues in the Isle of Wight J* 

My humble service to dean Ryves, Dilly, Jones^,. 
afid other friends. And I assure you nobody can 
possibly be more^ or I believe is h^lf so entirely^^ 
yours, as , 

JON. SWIFi; • 

♦ Dr. Tisdall was a zealous church- tory ; and used to en- 
tartain.Mrs. ]ohnsoa and Mrs. Dtngley with cbitvooation dis. 
putes. See J<^unut to Stella, Oct^ ^» 17 lO. 

f .ThC'lines included in these books were printed in one of 
the early editions, and there called, ** Part of a Letter.*' Per- 
haps they were taken from the Dean's first draught. — They- 
were introduced by the following sentence, which Swift seemj 
tp ha^e drc^t ibr the sake of enlarging on his first thoughts t 
•• 1 hav€ been so long and so frequently pursued with a littl^. 
paltry ailment of a noise in wy ears, that I coiuld never get 
humour and time to answer your letter." 

J The archduke Charles arrived at Spithead, in his way ^ 
from Holland t» Portugal, Dec. 26, 1703, By invitation 
from queen Anne, he visited her majesty at Windsor on the • 
>9th. On the 31st he went to the seat of the duke of. 
Somerset at Petworth in Sussex ; and set sail for Portugal^ 
Jan. 5 ; but, being driven back by contrary winds, it was 
the 27th of February before he arrived at Lisbon. N. ) 

V See an anecdoteof dean Jdies, in Dr. Kind's Works, in 
177.6, vo^, ii, p. 450, N. . 
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54 LfittfUS TO AHD FROM DOl. SWlFt. 



TO THE SAME. 

JUmlofi, April ^Of 17(W» 

Y ESTERl>AY tmih^ fnim tht country I found' 
yoGfVfett^, which had l^n foaf Of Ih^ days arrived, 
and by neglect Wa^ nof Ibi'wai'deflf as ^ oaght. You' 
have got thr^e ^f^thefs for Aiy forme?* letter, whi«h I 
believe arc ail unjust : you Say li v^as ^fifriefrdfjf n^^ 
ktndi and unacctiuntahl^. The t^o first, I sujppbscf, 
may pass but for on^, sarvirtg fas capt. FlueMiii saV*, 
the phrase is) a Uitle ^aridlkn. I shall thefdore 
answer those two a^ I.cah ; and for tht last, I retortV 
it you again by these Resents, assforing you, that there 
is more unaccountabikty in your letter's little fingefi 
than in mine's whole body. And one strain I observe 
in it^ which is frequent enough ; you talk, in a mysti. 
cal sort of way, as if you would h»Te me belieye I 
had some great design^ and thaft yotf had foiind^it out : 
your pWrases are, *» that my tetter had the efFex:t you 
judge I designed ; that you are amazed to reflect on 
what you judge the cause of it : and wish it may be 
in your power to love and value me while you live,** Arc. 
In answer to all this, I might with good pretence 
enough tilk starchly, and atfect ignorance of what you 
would be at ;. but my conjecture isf, that you think I 
obstructed your inclinations to please m^ own, and 
that my ihtentions were the stole with ytours. In aiu 
swer to all which, I will upon my consci^ce and honour 
tell you the naked truth- First, I think I have said 
to you before, that if my fortunes and hunwur served 
jne to think of diat state, I should certainly, among 
all persons on earth, make yoiiff choice ; because I 
never saw that person whose conversation I entirely 
valued but htrs ; this was the utmost I ever eave way 
to. And, secondly, I must assure you sincerely, 
that this regard of mine never once entered into my 
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^di ^6 be ftn wpo^iiBf^ fco.ypu ; but I jinked k 
woMld> perhaps, be a clog to your rising in the 
worM ; and t difl not i:odceiire you were then etch 
enou^ to make yourself apfi \ber happy and tMy^ 
But that objicction is dow quite iremoved by what yo|i 
liave i»t present ; ^od by the ^s^qrances of Xatbn's 
livings. I told ypu indeed# t^M your authority was 
jpof. suiScknt to m^ PF^urft$ to tjbe motfaery without 
the daughter's giving me l^ve undei'^lier own of hier 
fxiei^i's Jiaxvdy ^hic^, J think, was a right and a 
prudent step. Hpweireri i told the mother im. 
0iedi4tdy« and sjpcrke with all the advantages you 
4k8erve. Bvtt tbe dbjeaion of yoar fortune l>ring ic 
mov^d^ I dtecbre J mvtpo pih^ ; nor ahaU any con. 
$ideration of my own mi^^tufie of losing so good a 
friend aqd copptp^niqn ^s her, prevail on me, against 
,ber inrerestt ^nd s^t^eift^t .io the w^d, since it is 
held so necessary and convenient a thing for ladies so 
marry; and that time takes off* firom the lustre of 
virgins in all other sy.& biU jnine. I appeal to my 
letters to herself, whether I was your friend or not in 
the whole op^ccim ; ihouj^ the {^t I deigned to act 
in it was purely passive, which is the Utmost I will 
ever do in th^gs of ,^his nature, to avoid all reproach 
of £^y ill consequence, that may ensue in the variety 
of worldly acddents. Najr, I "went so far both to her 
Uioth^r, herself^ and 1 thmk to ypu, as to think it 
could not be decency hrdk.tn ; since I supposed the . 
^town had got it in tbpir tongues, and therefore 1 
^thought it could not miscarry without some disadvan. 
tage to the lady's credit, ' I have always described her 
to you in a manner different from those, who would be 
discourai^iiVg ; ^d jpust 'M, that though it has con\e 
in niy way to converse with persons of the first rank, 
and of that fex^ more than is usual to men of my level, 
gndof oar ^uhctipn ;. yet I have no where met with 
9Ji l^MPiour, ^ \vir, .pr coKiy^^rjiatioa so agreeable, a 
tetter portion of |^>od ^enscj or a ttuer judgment of 
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men* and diinge, ' I mean here in England ; for as t0 
the ladies of freland, I am a perfect stangcr. As to 
ihet fortune) I think you know it already ; and if you 
^resume your designs, and would have ^rther intelli- 
igencci I shall send you a particular account. 

I give you joy of your go^ fortunes, and envy 
very much your pmdence and temper, and love of 
peace and settlement ; the revfer^ of which has been 
the great uneasiness of my life,, and is likely to con- 
tinue so. And what is the result? En qneis' cgm» 
-^tvimm agrosf I find nothing but the good words 
iand wishes of a decayed ministry, whose lives and 
•mine will probably wear out before they can serve 
cither my little hopes, or their owii ambition. There- 
fore I am resolved suddenly to retire, like a dis- 
^contented courtier, and vent myself dn study and 
•peculation, till my own humour, or the scene here^ 
•hall change. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING*. 

MY LOUD, Triffty Dec. 31, lf04- 

I DID intend to luye waited oii^ your grace before 
you went for England'; "but, ihearing your voyage is 
fixed for the first opportunity of tne wjnd, I could 
.not forbear giving you a few minutes Interruption, 
which I hope your grace will believe p be without any 
* other design than that rf serving you, I believe your 
grace may have heard, that 1 v^as in England last 
winter, when the deian and cWijtcc rf Christ Church 
had, 1 think, with great wisdom* and discretion, 
chosen a most malicious, ignorant, ai\d headstrong 
creature to represent them'; wherein your gwe cannqt 

• D^ William King, arcHbUhop of Dubluiiyoa— 17W.N. 
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jttstly tax their prudence, since the cause* they arc 
engaged in is not otherwise to be supported. And I 
do assure your grace (which perhaps others may have 
been cautious in telling you) that they have not been 
without success. .For not only the general run in 
Doctors Commons was wholly on their side, which my 
lord bishop of Cloyne+ observed as well as I ; but 
ihat little instrument of theirs did use all his power to 
misrepresent your grace, and your cause, both in 
town and city, as far as his narrow sphere could reach. 
And he spared not to say, that your grace had pcr-^ 
sooal resentment against him ; that you sought his 
ruin, and threatened him with it. And I remember, 
at a great man's table, who has as much influence in 
England as any subject can well have, after dinner 
came in a master in chancery, whom I had before ob- 
served to be a principal person in Doctors Commons^ 
when your grace's cause was there debating; and, 
upon occasion of being there, fell into discourse of it, 
wherein he seemed wholly an advocate for Christ 
Church; for all his arguments were only a chain 
of misinformations, which he had learned from the 
same hand; insomuch that I was forced to ^'ve 2C 
character of some persons, which otherwise I s». '-' 
have spared, before 1 could set him right, as I au 
did in the affair of the late dean of Derry]:, which 
had been told with so many falshoods and disadvan- 
tages to your grace, as it is hard to imagine. 

I humbly presume to say thus much to your grace, 
that, knowing the prejudices that havfe been given, 
you majr more easily remove them, which your pre- 
tence will miallibly do. 

I would alto beg of your grace to use some of your 

• A lawsuit between the arcbbishopi of Dublin and the dean 
andchapterof the cathedral of Chri«t Church, Dublin, about 
his n%Yk of visiting them, which was given in favour of his 
grace* B. 

+ Dr. Charles CirQ3»> 1701-1726. ^. J De. Boston. N, 

TOL. XV. . K 
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credit toward bringing to 9 good issue the. promise .thc^ 
mieen made^ at my lord bishop of Cloync'sinterces-, 
sion, to remit the first fruits and tenths of thexlergy ; 
i)nle»t I speak ignorantly» for want of infocmationf. 
and that it be a thing already done. But what I 
would mind your ^race of is, that the crown rent 
ihould be added, which is a great load upon m^uy 
poor livings, and would be a considerable help toy 
others. And, 1 am confident, with some reason, that 
it would be easily granted ; bemg, J hear, under ^ 
thousand pounds a year, and the queen's gra^ Cd^ 
England being so much more considerable thap ours, 
can be at best. I am very certain, that, if the bishc^ 
of Cloyr^ had continued to solicit it in England, it 
would easily have passed ; but, his lordship giving it 
up wholly to thf duke of Ormond*, I beUeve it haa 
not been thought of so xnuch as it ought. I humbly, 
beg your grace's pardon for the haste and hurxy of thhr 
> occasioned by that of the post, which is not v«ry 
regular in this couatry ; and, imploring your blessing* 
and prayipg to God for jrour good voyage, success,, 
and return, I humbly kiss your grace's nands, • and, 
remain, \ my Jord, ^ 

V Your grace's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

J.SWIFT.. 



FROM THE EARL OF BERKRLEY+. 

. Cranfirij^ Friday N't^bt^ 1?€6*.7» 
1 HOPE you continue in the mind of coming liitber 

♦ Lord lieutenant of I relaiK^. N; 

+ He had' been envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary 4o 
the States General in 1689 ; and in 1690 and 1700 one of tjic 
lord justices of Ireland, where Dr. Swift had been his chaplain. 
This letter is endorsed by Dr. Swift,'^* Old earl ofBcrkeky^ 
about 1706 or 1707." He died Sept* 24, 1710. N. 
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to vdottoiw ; for upon 1117 sinceritv, which is more 
than nv)st peopl^7 I shall be heartily glad to see you 
srt much as pbssJbte before yon go to Ireland.^ Whether 
you are or are not for Craijford^, I earnestly entreat 
yoii, if yod have not <li::^e it already, that you would 
^tibt fail of having your bookseller enable the archbishob 
tff Yorkf ttr give it book t to the queen; for with 
Mr, Nelson §j I ain entirely of opinion, that her 
'inftajesty's "leading of" that book of the project for the 
increase of morality and^icty, itiay be of v6ry great 
iisc to that ^nS. ' *• 



• rf an tbd^^ 



•TO ARCHBISHOP KIKG, 

Mf LOKDr LMdim, Fth. 5, 1707*-8. 

I HAVE been afcove a ttionth expecting the repre- 
itfnfatioft your grace was pleased to promise to send me, 
which makes me apprehend your, grace has been 
Tiinder^cf by, ^rfrat you ' complained 3", the clergy's 
backwardness in a point so very necessary to their 
•ervice ; atfl it is time ill lost at this juncture, while 
my lord lieutetiant|| is hetfe, and in great credit at 
cotirt, and would perhaps be more than ordinarily 
teady to serve the church in Ireland. If I have no 
directions from your grace by the end of this month, 
1 shall think of my return to Ireland against the 2 jth of 
March^ to endeavour to be chosen to the living of 
St. Nicholas, a» I have been encouraged to hope ; 
but would readily return, at a week's warning, to 
•(difiic that aikir with my lord lieutenant while he 

♦ Where a portrait of the Dean is still preserved. N. 
+ br. John Sharpe, 169I-1713. N. 

% Swift's Projpct lor the Advancement of Religion, and the 
' Reformation of Manners. N. 

^ Robert Kelson, esq., the worthy and pious iiuthor of 
maiiy' excellent religious publications. N. 
g THomas Herbert earl of Pembroke. N, 
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Stays here^ or in any other manner your grace "vt^ill 
please to direct. 

Your grace knows long before this, that Dr. Millcs* 
is bishop of Waterford. The court and archbishop of 
Canterbury+ were strongly engaged for another ptr^ 
8oni not much suspected in Ireland, an^ more thati 
the choice already made was, I believe, either here 
or there. 

The two houses are still busy in lord Peterborough's 
affair, which seems to be little more than ^n amuse- 
ment, which it is conceived might at this time be 
spared, considering how slow we are said to be in our 
preparations ; which, I believe, is the only reason 
why it was talked the other day about the town, as 
if jJi\trt would be soon a treaty of ncace. Thers is 
a report of my lord Gal way's death, but it is not 
xrredited. It is a perfect jest to see my lord Peter- 
borough, reputed as great a whig as any in Eng[. 
land, abhorred by his own party, apd caressed by 
the tories. 

The great question, whether the number of men 
in Spain and Portugal, at the time of the battle of 
Almanza, was but 8600, when there ought to havip 
been 29600, was carried on Tuesday in the affirmative, 
against the court, without a division, which was 
occasioned by sir Thomas Hanmer's oratory, tt 
seems to have been no party question, there being 
many of both glad and sorry for it. The court has 
not been fortunate in their questions this session ; anH 
I hear some of both parties expressing contrary passions 
upon it. I tell your grace bare matters of fact, being 

* Dr. Thomas Milles was made bishop of Waterford May 
II, '1707, and continued in that see till his death in 1740. 
He was uncle to Dr. Pocogke ^bishop successively of Ossory 
and of Moath), author of ♦* Travels to the East," w,ho 
died in in 1765 ; and uncle to Dr. Jeiemiah Milles, the l^e 
Dean of Exeier, and president of theSociety of Aniiquari^t 
• to whom bishop Milles left the whole of his fortune. N. 
t Dr. Thomas Tenison. N. ^ 
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not inclined to make reflections; and if I were, I 
could not. tell what to make, so oddly people are 
subdivided* I am, my lord, 

Yoor grace's most obedient 

and most humble servant^ 
J. SWIFT. 



TO THE SAME, 

London^ Feb. 12, 1707-8. 

Having writen what I had of business about three 
posts ago (whereof I wait an answer), pjerhaps it may 
be some amusement to you for a few minutes to hear 
some particulars about the turns we have had at court. 
Yesterday the seals were taken from Mr. Harky, and 
sir Thomas Mansel gave up his staff. They went to 
Kensington together for that purpose,^ and came back 
immediately, and went together into the house of 
commons. Mr. St. John designs to lay down in a 
few days, as a friend of his told me, though he 
advised him to the contrary ; and they talk that Mr. 
Bruges, and Mr. Coke the vice chamberlain, with 
some others, will do tht like. Mr. Harley had been 
for some time, with the greatest art imaginable, 
carrying on an intrigue to alter the ministry, and 
began with no less an enterprise than that of remov« 
ii)g the lord treasurer, and had nearly effected it, by 
the help of Mrs. Masham one of the queen's dressers, 
who was a great and growing favourite, of much in* 
dustry and insinuation. It went so far, that the 
queen told Mr. St. John a week ago, " that she was 
resolved to part with lord treasurer ;" and sent him 
with a letter to the duke of Marlborough, which she 
jead to him, ^ to that purpose ; and she gave St. John 
leave to tell it about the towny which he did ytrithout 
aoy reserve ; and Harley told a friend of mine a week 
e3 
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tffs that he was never safer in favour of employment. 
On Sunday evening last, the lofd treasurer* and duke 
of Marlborough went out of the council ; and Harlcy 
delivered a memorial to the queen, relating to the 
emperor and the war. Upon which the duke of Somer- 
set rose, and said, " if her majesty suffered that 
fellow (pointing to Harley) to treat afl&irs of the war 
without advice of the general, he could not serve 
her ;" and so left the council. The earl of, Pembroke, 
though in milder words, spoke to the same purpose ; 
so did most of the lords : and the next day the queen 
was prevailed upon to turn him out, though the seals 
were not delivered till yesterday. It was likewise 
said, that Mrs. Masham it forbid the court ; but this 
I have tio assurance of. Seven lords of the whig 

Sarty aW appokited to examine Gregg, who lies con. 
emned in Newgate ; and a ccitain lord of the council 
told me yesterday, that there are endeavours to bring 
in Hatley as a party in that business, and to carry it as 
fat as an impeachment. All thfis business has been 
Itiuch fomented by a lord- whom H«rley had been 
chiefly instrumental in in^aching some years ago* 
The secrciafv always dreaded him, and made all 
imaginable advances to be reconciled, but could never 
prevail ; ^hich made him say jresterday to some who 
tc^d it to me, « that he had laid his neck under their 
feet, and they trod upon it/' I am just ^oing this 
mommg to visit that lord, who has a very freeway of 
telling what he cares not who hears ; and if I can learn 
any more particulars worth telling, you shall have 
them. I never in my life saw or heard s^h divisions 
and complications of ^ies as there have been for 
some time : ^on sometimes see the exttemes of whig 
and tory driving on the same thing. I have heard the 
chief whige blamed by their own patty for wattt of 
inoderation, and I know a whig lord in good employ- 

« Sidney lord Godolphin. N. 
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ment who voted with the highest tories against the 
court, and the ministry, with whom he is nearly 
allied. My lord Peterborow's affair* is yet upon the 
anvil, and what they will beat it out to, no man can 
tell. It is said that Harley had laid a scheme for an 
entire new ministry, and the men are named to whom 
the sevcr^ employments were to be given. And 
though his project has miscarried, it is reckoned the 
greatest piece of court skill that has been acted there 
nlany years. — I have heard nothing since morning, 
but that the Attorhey+ either has laid down, or wUl 
do it in a few days. 



FROM MR. AD DISON. 

sia . Feb. 29f l707-8» 

Mr. FrowdeJ tells me, that you design me the 
honour of a visit to morrow rrtoming ; but my lord 
Sunderland 5 having directed me to wait on him at 
fiine o'clock, I shall take it as a particular favour, 
if yod will give me your company at the George in 
Pall Mall about two|| in the afternoon, when Imay 
liope to enjoy your conversation more at leisure, which 
I iet a vtty great value upon. I am, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

J. ADDISON. 
Mr. Steele and Frowde will dine with us. 

• 8e« the preceding letter. N. 

+ Sir Simon Harcourt, knight, then attorney general, aftcr- 
.w»els lord Haicourt. K. 

X Philip Frowde, esq. son of Ashbumham Frowde, esq. 
.Comptroller of tbQ foreign office at the Pwst office. He was th^ 
author of two tragedies, and was much beloved for hit 
feniiis and learning, and the amiabieness of his chjtfaater. B. 

VTo whom Mr. Addison was secretary* B. 

H Xhea the £ithionable hoar £»r dini^. N. 
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' TO DR. STERNE*. 

SIR, London^ April 15, 1708* 

I Wonder whether In the midst of your buildings, 

ou ever consider that I have broke my shins, and 

vc been a week confined,- this charming weather, 

to my chamber, and cannot go abroad to hear tlie 

nightingales, or pun with my lord Pembroke. Pug 

is very well,' and likes London wonderfully, but 

Greenwich better, where we <x)uld hardly keep him 

from hunting down the deer. I am told by some at 

court, that the bishop of Kildaret is utterly bent 

upon* a removal on this Side, though it be to &• , 

Asaph : and then the question must be, whether Dr. 

Pratt will Jbc dean of St. Patrick's, minister of St, 

Catherine's, or provost ? For I tell you a secret, 

that the oueen is resolved the next promotion shall be 

to one oi Dublin education; this she told th^ lord 

lieutenant. Your new Waterford bishop| franks his 

letters, which no bishop does that writes to me ; 

I suppose it is some peculiar privilege of that see. 

Thcrdissenters have made very good use here of your 

frights in Ireland upon the intended invasion \ and the 

|^r^t»shop writes me word, that the address of Dublin 

cKy will be to the same purpjDse, which I think the 

xlergy ought to have done their best to prevent, and I 

^ope they did so. Here has the Irish speaker^ been 

soliciting to get the test cUuse repealed by an act here ; 

for which 1 nope he will be impeached when your 

parliament meets again, as well as for some other 

* Dean of St. Patrick's, Dublin ; and afterward bishop of 
eioghcT. N. 

. + Dr. William Ellis. He continued at Kiidare frcm 1705, 
till 1731. N. 

X Dr. Millcs. Sec before, p. 40. N. 

^ Alan B.( derick, esq. afterward lord ChancdUorof Ireleid, 
and created lord Moles wo/(h, H* * ' 

N 
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things I could men r ion. I hope ygji will be of my 
opinion in what I have told the archbishop about those 
addresses. And if his grace and clergy of the pro. 
vince send or address, I desire I may present itj as 
one of the chapter, which is the regular way ; but ^ 
beg you will endeavour among you, that the churcli 
of Ireland gentlemen may .send an address to set th^ 
queen and court rij^ht about the test ; which every 
one here is of opinion you should do; or else I have 
to fear it will be repealed here next session ; which 
will be of terrible conseqqence, both as to the thing 
and the manner, by parliament here interfering in thinga 
purely of Ireland, that have no relation to any interest 
of theirs.. 

If you will no( use me as your bodc-buyer, make 
use of sir Andrew Fountaine, who sends you his hum* 
ble service, and will carry over a cargo as big as you 
please toward the end pf summer, when he and I 
intend my lord lieutenant* shall come in our company 
without fail, and in spite of Irifib reports, that say 
we shall come no more. 

I reckon by this time you have done with ma$ons 
and carpenters, and are now beginning with uphol. 
sterers, with whom you may go on as slow and sdierly 
as you please. . 

But pr^y kepp the garden tijl I come. 
I am, sir. 
Your xpost faithful humble servant, 
J, SWIFT, 

Direct the enclosed, and deliver it to the greatest 
person in your neighbourhood. 

♦ Thomas carl of Pembroke, H. . ' . 
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TO THE SAME. 

SIR, Jtme^ 1708. - 

I WRIT to you some weeks ago, smd ^ndoeed (as tiow), 
t letter to your neighbouf . But 1 it^ it was kidnap- 
ped by some privateer, of else you were lazy or for- 
getfel J or which is full as good, perhaps it h«id no need 
©f an answer, and I wo»W not for a good deal, that 
the former had miscarricdi because the etictosed wa» 
wonderfully politick, and would haye been resrd to yon, 
2» this, I appose, wilt, though it be not half so pro^ 
found. Now are vou gone some summer ramblci and 
will tiot l^ceive thi% in ^ fortnight; nor send the en- 
closed in a« rtiueh more* I have often begged yon would 
let me buy you one fifty pounds worth of books) biit 
^otr I have been here so k)ng, I believe you will have 
Yeason to apprehend I may sink the money. Sit 
. Andrew Foumafne* will nevet be satisfied tiiliic gett 
into the little room, with the three Ashee^ the bishop 
t)f Killala + and mysdf, to be happy at the expense of 
your wine and conversation. 

Here is a si|ht of two glrk joined together at the 
back, which, m the newsmonger's phrase, causea a 
great many spteculationa; and raises abundance of ques* 
tions in divinity, law, andphysicfci. The boys of 
our town' are mighty happy, for we are to have a 
beheading next week, unless the queen will interpose 
ber nfecrcy $. Here is a lOng lampoon (^ubliekly printed^ 

♦ Drr Swift, in 1708, used to lodge with Sir Andrew FoUn- 
taine, when he was m London. H. 
»+ Dr. William Lloyd, 1690— 1716. N. 

J There is a particular account of them in the Philoso- 
phical Transactions for the year 1758, vol. I. p. 311. B. 

§ Of Edward lord Griffin, who had been attainted by out- 
lawry for high treason committed in the reign of King 
William, and was, on the 15th of May, 170b, ordered for 
execution ; but reprieved from time to time, till his death. B- 
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^Iwsing bj na,ine at Icngthf all the young people of 
quality^ th^t walk in the park*. These ^^tt^ifcQU of 
our liberty of the press. 

. I long to know whajt is become of your Dew boute^ 
whether there is yet a union betw^n that and the little 
•ne, or whether the work 8tq>s for want of looney ; 
and you pretend it is ooly> that the boards may b»yo 
time to se^uon. W^ are. still ia pain for Mr. Dof^ing't 
being in one of the packet; boats that were ^k^n* Hq 
and many more have vowed never to return to £nglan4 
again ; which, if they forget, they may properly bt 
callerl vows writtien in w^ter. 
. Pray» sir, let me hear firom yoii some time this hot 
weather^ for it will be very refreihing; and I am. 009^ 
fined by business to this u^ly town, which, at thi# 
season of the y^ar, is almcA insufierable« I am, Sir, 
Your i3iios( &ithful humfaie servant,. 

J. SWIFT, 



TO ARCHBKHOP KING. 

MY Loap, Z^MdiM, Jum 10, 17O8. 

I SENT your grace a long letter several weeks ago> 
enclosed in one to the de^ +• I know not whether if 
came to your bands, having not since been honoured 
With your commands. . I believe I told your grace^ 
that I wks directly advised by my lord Sunderland,' 
my lord Somers, Mr. Southwell, and others, to apply 
to my lord treasurer |, in behalf of the clergy of Ire- 
land ; and k>r4 Sunderland undertook to bring me' 
to lord treasurdr, which Was put off for s^nMi time on 
account of the invasion. For, it is the method here of 

« A poem by Qldlswpctb, uoderthe title of ** jBt Jamet's 
Park.'' N. ' 

+ Dr. Sterne. H. 
% Earl of Godoipbin. N. 
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^reat mSniilers, when any jniblick matter is in hsoidf to 
make it an excuse for putt ingdF all private application. 
I deferred it some time longer, because I had a mind 
Hiy lord Sunderland should go along with me; but 
either the one or the other was always busy, or out of 
the way; however, his lordship had prepared lord 
treasurer, and engaged him (as he assured me) to think 
well of the matter; and the other day lord treasurer 
appointed me to attend him. He took me into a pri- 
vate room, and I told him my story ; <* that I was 
commanded by your grace, and desired by some other 
bishops, tb use what little credit I had, to solicit 
(under the dired^ion of my lord lieutenant) the remitting 
of the first fruits ; which, from the favourable repre- 
sentation of his lordship to the queen about four years 
ago, the clergy were encouraged to hope would be 
granted: that I had been told it might be of use, if 
some person could be admitted to his presence, at his 
usual times of being attended, in order to put him in 
mind ; for the rest, they relied entirely on his excel- 
lency's eood office, and his lordship's dispositions to 
favour the church," He said, ia answer, *' he was 
passive in this business : that he supposed my lord lieu, 
tenant would engage in it, to whom, if I pleased, he 
>i^ould repeat what I had said," I replied, <* I j^ad 
the honour of being well known to his excellency ; 
that I intended to ask his leave to solicit this matter 
with his lordship, but had not mentioned it yet, i^^ 
<pause I did not know whether I had credit enough to 
£ain that access he was now pleased to honour me with : 
that upon his lordfhip's leave to, attend him, signified 
to me by the earl of Sunderland, I went to inform hh 
excellency, not doubting his tonscnt ; but did not 
find him at home, therefore . ventured to come: but» 
not knowing how his excellency might understand it, 
I begged his lordship to say nothing to my lord lieu* 
tenant, until I had the honour to wait on him again. *^ 
This my lord treasurer ag^ed to, and entering oh 
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tlie snbjcct, told me, ** that since the queen's grant of 
the first fruits here, he was confident, not one clergy* 
lijart in England was a shilling the better/' I told 
him, •* I thought it lay under some incumbrances.'* 
He said, " it was true ; but besides that, it was 
wholly abused in the distribution ; that as to those in 
Ireland, they were an inconsiderable thing, not above 
loooK or 1200I. a year, which was almost nothing 
for the queen to grant, upon two conditions : First,. 
That it should be well disposed of: And, secondly. 
That it should be well received, with due acknowledg- 
ments ;* in which cases he would give his consent : 
otherwise, to deal freely with me, he never would." 
I said, " as to the first, that I was confident the bi- 
shops would leave the methods of disposing it entirely 
to her majesty's breaft ; as to the second, her majesty 
and his lordship might count upon all the acknowledge 
ments that the most grateful and dutiful subjects could 
pay to a prince.' Thar I had the misfortune to be 
altogether unknown to his lordship, else I should 
presume to ask him, whether he understood anv par- 
ticular acknowledgments?" He replied. By acKnow. 
ledgments, I do not mean any thing under their, hands ; 
but I will so far explain myself to tell you, I mean 
better ack/iowledgments than those of the clergy of 
England." 

I then begged his lordship ** to give me his advice, 
what sort of acknowledgments he thought fittest for 
the dergy to make, which I was sure would be of 
mighty weight with them." He answered," I can 
only say again, such acknowledgments as they ought." 

We had some other discourse of less moment ; and 
after license to attend him on occasion, I took my 
leave. 

I tell your grace these particulars in his very words, 
9B near as I can recollect, because I think them of 
moment, and T believe your grace may think them so 
too. I told Southwell all that had pssed, and We 

VOL. XV. F 
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agreed in our comxnentSy of which I desired h\m t 
to inform you. He ^et out for Ireland this mpming* 
I am resolved to see my lord Sunderland in a, day ^ 
twoj and relate what my lord' treasurer said, as he h^ 
commanded me to do ; and perhaps I may p,i^evajl <xi 
Ilim to let me know his lordi>hip's meajningj to whicl^ 
I am prepared to answer, a^ Mr. Somhw^Jl wUl le^ 
you know. 

At evening, the, same day, I attended my ^ord 
lieutenant, and desired to know what progress he ha^ 
made; and at the same time propos^ ^' that he 
would give me leave to attend lord treasurer only as 
a common solicitor, to refresh his memory." J wa& 
very much surprised at his answer, " that the m^(er 
lyas not before the treasurer, but entirely with the 

?ueen, and therefore it was needless;" upon which 
said nothing of having been there. . He said^ ** Jb* 
bad writ lately to your grace an account of wl>a,t waa 
done ; that some progress was made ; but th^y put ii 
off because it was a time of war^ but that he had 
some hopes it would be done :" but this is only suA 
an account as his excellency thinks fit to give» althougk 
I sent it your 2;race by hxs orders. I hopfe that in his 
letters he is fuller. My lord treasurer on the fithfit 
hand assured me, *^ he had the papers" (which hjs /^lu 
cellency denied); and talked of it as. a majCter thai 
had long lain before him, which several persojjs ia 
gxeat employments assure me is and zi^t be ua^. 

Thus your grace sees tl^ I shall have i^hvng 
more to do in this matter, farther th^ pursuing the 
cold scent of asking his excelleocy, once a montt^ 
bow it goes pn ; which> I thinks I haid ^s ^ood fbr^ 
bear, since it will turn to little acqo^fit. All^I csm 
do is, to engage my lord Sunderland's interest . widl 
my lord treasurer, whenever it is brought before hi«n ; 
pr to hint it to some pther persons of power and credit i 
and likewise to endeavour to take off* that 6ca;i4al .the 
<:lergy of Ireland lie under, oi bejuig the reverse of 
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wbat they feaTly are, With respect to the fetolntion, 
loyalty to the queen, and settlement of the crown ; 
which is here the construction of the word Tory. 

I design to tell tny lord treasurer, that, this being 
a ma:tter my lord lieutenant has undertaken, he doei 
not think proper I should trouble his lordship; after 
which, l^commending it to his goodness, I snail for- 
bear any farther mention. I 3m scnsiWe how lam<i 
and tedious an account this is, and humbly beg yonf 
grace's pardon ; but I still insist, that if it had been 
soficited four years ago b^ tio abler a hand than mj^ 
own, while the duke of Ormond was in Ireland, it 
might have been done m a month : and I believe it 
may be so still, if his excellency lays dny weight of 
his credit upon it; otherwise, 6od knows whefi. 
For myself, I have nothing more to do here but to 
littend my lord lieutenant's motions, of whose return 
^c are very uncertain, and to manage some personal 
affidrs of my own* I hez the continuance of yont 
grace's favour, and your Messing ; and am, with all 
rtspect^ 

Your grace's most obedient, &c. 



FROM ANTHONY HENLEY*, ESQ. 
Grattge^ Sept. 16, ^708. 

Yesterday the weatherglass was at 28 inches, 
which is lower than ever I saw it ; the wind was at 
east, a very dull quarter} the garden so wet, there 
was no looking into it ; and I myself, by consequence, 
in the spleen. Before night, the glass rose, the wind 

• Of the Grange, in the County of Southampton, mem- 
ber of parliament for Melcombe Regis. He was a person of 
great abilities and learning; who mixed humour in the mo&t 
serious d<fbate&. He was father of the lord chancellor, Robert 
£arl of Northington. B. 
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changed, the garden dried, I received yeur letter, 
and was as well as ever I was in my life, to my think- 
ing, though perhaps you may think otherwise* The 
reason why your letter was so long a coming to my 
hands, was, its being directed to me near Win^ 
Chester; and Alresfordis the post town nearest to mei 
If the officers should come to you, doctor, if you want 
a security, that your children shan't be troublesome 
to the parish, pray make use of me* 1*11 stand for 'em 
all, though you were to have as many as the Holland 
countess. We have had a tedious expectation of the 
success ot the seige of Lisle : the countiy people begin 
to think there is no such thing, and say the news^ 
papers talk of it to make people bear paying taxes a 
^ear longer. I don't know how Steele • will get oflf of 
It ; his veracity is at stake in Hantshire. Pray desire 
him to take the town, though he should leave the 
citadel for a nest-egg. I han't the honour to know 
colonel Hunter ; but I never saw him in so good com- 
pany as you have put him, lord Halifax, Mr. Addison, 
Mr. Cpngrcve, and the Gazetteer +. Since he is there, 
let him stay there. Pray doctor/ let me know whe- 
ther writing letters be talking to one's self, or talking 
to other folks : for I think the world has settled it, 
that talking to one's self, which offends no body, is 
madness ; ^nd talking to other people, which generally 
is not quite so harmless, is wit, or good breeding, or 
religion, or — I won't write a word more till you have 
satisfied me what I have been doing all this while. X 
am sure one need not have writ two pages to introduce 
my assuring you, that J anj 

your most affectionate humble servant, 

A. HENLEY^ . 
♦ Then writer of the Gazette. S. t Steele. N. 
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FROM THE SAME. 

DEAR DOCTOR, Ntnr, Q, 1708, 

1 HOUGH you won't send me your broomstick*,' 
I'll send you as good a reflection upon death as even 
Adrian's hirtself, tliough the fellow was but an old 
^rmer of mine, that made it. He had been ill a 
^ood white ; and when his friends saw him a going, 
they all came croaking about him as usual ; and one of 
them asking how he did ? he replied, in great pain, 
'* If I could but get this same breath out ot my 
body, I'd take care, by G — , how I let it come in 
again.'* This, if it /were put in line Latin, I fancy 
would make as good a sound as any I have met 
w£th» I am. 

Your most afFcctionate humble servant, 

A. HENIJiy, 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 
MY LORD, London f Nov, p, 170?. 

Your grace's letter of September 7, found me in 
Kent, where I took the opportunity to retire, during 
my lord Pembroke's absence with his new lady, who 
arc both expected to morrow, I went afterward to 
Eosom, and returned but yesterday ; this was the cause 
ot . my so long omitting to acknowledge your letter. 
I am ready to agree with your grace, ttat very wrong 
representations are made of thmes and persons here, 
by people who reside on this sick but a short tiiQe, 
converse at second or third hand, and on their return 
make a vanity of knowing more than they do« This 

* Mcdiutk>D on a Broomstick, written by Dr. Swift ia 

1703. N. 
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I have observed myself in Irelandy even among people . 
of some, rank and quality ; and I believe your grace 
will proceed on much better grounds, by trusting to 
^^'our own wisdom and experience oi things^ tkan 
such intelligence. 

I spoke formerly all I knew of the twentieth partsj 

and whatever Mr, D has said in his Ictteh about 

staying until a peace, I do assure your grace, is nothing 
bat words. However, that matter is now at an eiKU 
There is a new world here ; and yet I agree with you, 
that if there be an interregnum, it will be the prc^ierest 
time to address my lord treasurer ; and I shall second 
it with all the credit I have, and rery openly ; and I 
know not (if one dilHculty lies iin the way) but it inay 
prove a lucky juncture. 

On my return from .Kent (the tiight of the prince's* 
death), I staid a few days in town befdre I went to 
Epsom : I then visited a certaih great man, and wc 
entered very freely into discourse upon the pi^escnt 
juncture. He assured me, there was no doubt now of 
the scheme holding about the admiral ty+, the govern^ 
meat of Ireland!, and presidency d the council §; 
the disposition v;nereof your grace knows as well as 
I ; and although . I care not to mingle pubtick afiairs 
with the interest of so private a person as myself, yet, 
upon such a revolution, not knowmg how far my fiends 
may endeavour to engage me in the service of a nctr 
government, i would beg your ^racc to have favourable 
thoughts of me on such an occasion ; and to assart you, 
that no prosit of making my fortune, shall ever 
prevail on me to go against what becomes a man of con- 
science and tratn, and in entire friend to the esta- 
blished church. This I sav, in case such a thing should 
happen ; for my own thoughts are turned another 
way, if the earl of Berkeley's journey to Viduia 
holds, and the ministry will keep their promise of 

t Cooige prince of Denmark, husband of queen Anne. N, 
f Oxford. N. t Wharton. N. ^ So.ikf*. N-. 
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making me the queen^s secretary • ; by which I shall 
be out of the way of parties, until it shall please 
God I have some place to retire to, a little above 
contempt ; or, if all fail, until your grace and the dean 
of St. Patick'R shall think fit to dispose of that poor 
town-livingf in my favour. 

Upon this event of the prmcc's death, the conten- 
tion designed with the court about a speaker is drop- 
ped, and all agree in «ir Richard Onsiow, which ii 
looked on as another argument for the scheme succeed^ 
ihg. This I had from the same hand. 

As to a comprehension which your grace seems to 
doobt an intention of, from what was told me, I can 
tsy nothing : doubtless, it must be intended to com^ 
fo that at last, if not worse; but I believe at 
present, it was meant, that th^re should be a consent 
to what was endeavoured at in your parliament last 



i thought to have writ more largely to yoor grace, 
krtagimng I had much iMtter in iny head ; but it fails, 
or is not convenient at present. If the scheme hdds, 
1 skAll mdke bold to tell your grace my thoughts as 
forHkcrfy, under cover, because 1 believe there will be 
ai gtckt deal- to be thotight of and done. A little time 
Amy produce a gteat d&BL Things are now in great 
suspense both at home and abroad. The parliament, 
we think, will hare M prorogatloh. There is no 
tSilk of the duke of Marlbotough's- return yet. 
Speculative people talk of a peace this winter, of 
which I can form no prospect, according to out 
deibatids. I am, my lord, 

. Yoar grace's most obedient humble servant, 

J.SWIFT. 

You^ grace will please to direct yotir commands 
to me at St. James's cofice-house, in St. James's, 
street. 

* To the embassy at VienEa. N. + St. Nicholas. N. 

Digitized by Google 



B6 letters to and from dr. swift. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

REVEREND SIR, DuUtft, No<V. 20, 1708. 

I HAVE yours of the 9th instant, and if the scheme 
of alteration holds, as represented, I despair of our 
twentieth parts in the present method; yet I can't 
think it proper to move in any new course, till the 
declaration of what is intended be more aitthentick. J 
have no good ground for my doubt; and yet in my 
own mind, I make some question, whether ^U thines 
will be just as surmised. If I find this to be so ii> 
earnest, I will then endeavour to obt^ an address to 
my lord treasurer, which, I suppose, has beep hitherto 
wanting : but, If the matter stick on any considera- 
tions not agreeable, there is an end of it. To deal» 
freely, I have very iittle, hope of succeeding; any 
way ; but it will not ipake things worse to try ^ ex^ 
perimcnt. 

I understand some dissenters from hence will applj 
to the parliament of En^bnd this session, to obtam a. 
repeal of the test, and tor a toleration on a lareer foot, 
than in England; and that a fund is raised, and agents 
appointed to solicit their affairs, by the presbyters of. 
the north. I have had some intimation, that all 
dissenters are i^t of a mind in this point ; the other 
sects, if I am rightly inforir^d, being as much afraid 
of them as of us ; ^nd that they would rather be as 
they are, than run the hs^zard of cpming uqder thci 
Jus df*v'tnum of presbytery. Something pleasant 
enough is said to have happened on this occasion. A 
certam person endeavoured to comfort them, and 
remove th^ir jealousy, by telling them thej^ needed 
not to fear ; for that the greatest friends to dissenters, , 
and who would be most zealous for toleration, never 
designed to establish any church, but only to destro/ 
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ibzt, ^hidi had the protection of the laws. Whether 
this will give them satisfaction I can't tell ; but am 
CErtain, that if any have so wicked a design> they 
will fail in it. 

I am often alarmed with the fears of some good 
men^ who would persuade me> that leligion is ^n dan* 
ger of being rooted out of the hearts of men; and 
they wondered to see m^ so saneuine in the cause. 
But I tell them, that I believe u is with religion, 
as with paternal affection; some profKgatc wrwhes 
may forget it, and some may dose themselves so long 
with perverse thinking, as not to see any reason for 
it : bat in spite of all the illnatured and fake philo- 
sophy c^ these two sorts of people, the bulk of man* 
kind will love their children. And so it is, and will 
be with the fear of God and religion : whatever i$ 
eeneral has a powerful cause, though every one cannot 
and it out^ 

But I l»ve forgot my dissenters: the reason of 
their applying in Great Britain is, because they seo 
little reason to hope for success here ; and if I cai^ 
judge of the sense t^ gentlemen that compose thet 

Earliament, they never seenMd to be farther irom the> 
umodf of gratifying them. 
As to your own concern, you see hardly any thing- 
▼aktable is obtained any otherwise than by the govern. 
mcRt t and therefore- if you caw attend the next lord 
lieutenant, you, in my oj^nioiH ought not to decline 
it. I assure my^f that you are too honest to come 
on ill terms; nor do I believe any will explicitly be 
proposed t I iX)uld give several reasons why you 
should embrace this^ though I have no exception- 
against your secretaryship*; except that ytm may 
lose too much time in it, which, considering all things^ 
yeo cannot so well spare at this time of the day. 
As tp my own part, I t|iaiik God, I was nevet 

♦ To the embassy at Vienna. N. 
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fnuch frightened by any alterations : neither fckir 
Janaes, nor the earl of tyrcoonel, shocked me* I 
always comforted iriyself With the 112th psalm, ytfi 
verse*, I never was a. favourite pf any government, 
nor fcive I a prospect of b^ing so, though 1 believe I 
fiave seen forty changes; nor would I advise any 
friend to sell hinwelf to any, so as to be their slave, I 
couid write some other things, that you would desire 
to know ; but pen and ink are dangerous tools in some 
"rnen's hands, and I love a friend with an appetite, 
I am, ^cj 

W. DUBLIN. 



TO THE LORD PRIMATfe +. 
l«Y tORDj London^ Nq*v, 30, IJOS* 

1 WKIT to yott aboiit a fbrtnigbt «go> after my return 
kom thecoontry^ and gave you someaqcoum of an kv* 
tended change at conirt, which is now finished. Cace 
was taken to put lord Pembroke in itiiad of the §knt 
fruits before he weat oat of his office ; bttt it was 
needkss, for his excellency had it at hearti and the 
thing is dooe« df which, I suppose, you have an accoofit* 
Yoii know who goes over chaplain ;- the archbishop of 
Canterbury, and several other bishc^ and t|ie lor^ 
treasurer himself, solicited that niatter in ^ body : it 
was thottght absolutely necessary^ considering the dis« 
inal notion they hive here (^ so many.i^lgh Gbu?ck 
archbishc^s among you ; and yOof friend j; made no ap- 

^ *' He shall not beaf*raid of evil tidings^; his h&strt u £&c4, 
trnstifigin the Lord." B. 

+ Sec before, Feb. 3, 1703-4. N. 

i He means himself. The archbishop had advised him to 
apply for the chaplainship to lord Wliartou, but Or. Luunbext 
was appoixueo. N. 
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plication, fojr reasojis left yon to guess, I canrKtt ret 
karn whetjiej: you are to Jjave a new parliament ; bi^t 
I am ^pt to thlnjw you will, and that it must be 
thought i;cccssary. The affair of Drogheda* has 
^padc a noise here, and like twcry thing dse on joos, 
fide, is used a^ a ha^idie ; I have had it rung in my 
ear» iroin a certain person* I hope you axe prepared 
to take .off the sacramental test, because that will be 
a xneaDPS to have it taken off here among us ; and that 
the clergy will be for it, in consideration of the 
queen's bouftty ; and that men in employment will be 
SQ wise as to please the court, and secure themselves ; 
but, to think there is any design of bringing the 
Scotch into offices, is a mere scanodL 

Lord Pembroke is to have the admiralty only a few 
sacmths^ then to b^ve a pension of 4000]. a year, and 
tozetlre; and it is thought Iqrd Oxford will succeed 
JiiiD^ and then it is hoped, there will be an entire 
^hangt in the admiralty ; that sir John Leake will 
be turned out, and the whigs so well confirmed, that 
it will not be in the power w the court, upon a peace, 
to bring the balance on the other side. 

One Mr. Shute is named for secretary to lord 
Wharton: he k a young man, but reckoned the 
direwdest head in England : and the person in whom 
the presbyterianS chiefly confide ; and, if mopey be 
necessary- toward the good work in Ireland, it is 
reckoned he can command as far as H)O,0Q0l. from the 
hody of dissenters here. As to hii principk?, he i$ 
tnrfy a moderate man, frequenting the church and the 
Meeting, ind^rently, Wr.f. 

* Some disputes in corporation affairs. F. 

+ On this passage it has been observed by Mr. Luson (Dun- 
•ombe'ft Collection, Append, to vol. I J, jr.xltii.) "This 
fair character of a whi^ irgm Swift is so extraodinary, that it 
seems as if nothing but truth could haVe extorted it. It is, 
iMwever, observable, that with no other correspondent, the 
extravagance of Swift's humour, and the virulence of his p(c- 
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The clergy are here in an uproar upoii thtir hchig 
prorogued : the archbishop of Cantcrbuiy takes paiufi 
to have it believed it was a thine done without Im 
knowledge, A divine of note (but of the* wrong 
tndc) was with me the other day^ and said, he had ic 
from a good hand, that the reason of this proceeding 
was an mtention of putting the parliament on cxa« 
mining and correcting courts ecclesiastick, fi^r. 

The archbishop or Dublin* is represented here » 
one that wiii very much oppose our idesigns ; an^ 
although I will not say that the Observator is paid for 
nur'itin? as he doet\ ; yet I can positively a&m to yoc^ 
that whatever he says of that archbishop, or <£ the 
affairs of Ireland, or those here,' is exactly agrecajik 
to our thoughts and intentions. 

This is all I can recollect, fit to inform you at pre- 
sent. — If you please, I shall from time to time send 
you any thing that comes to my knowledg;c, that magr 
be worth your notice. I am, ^f. 



TO DEAN STERNE. 

SIR, JVw. 30, 1708, 

I RECJEIVED a letter from you the Lord knows 
when, for it has no date ; but I conceive it to Iwe 
been a month ago, for I met it when I came from 
I^ent, where, and at Epsom, I passed about six week% 
to divert myself the fag-end of the summer, which 
proved to be the best weather we had. I am glad yoa 
made so good a progress in your building ; but you had 
the emblem of industry in your mind, for the bees 

judice^, are half so much restrained, as in his letters to Dc. 
Kin^. He certainly either feared or respected this prelate* 
indre than any other person with whom he corresponded. ' • N, 
-* Dr. William King. N. * ' 
f Thii \% pretty nearly saying it. N. 

Digitized by Google 



LETTERS TO AKD FllOM DR* 6W1FT. 6\ 

begin at the top and work downward^ and at last work 
themselves oat of hoQse and home^ as many of you 
builders do. ' ^ 

You know before this the great revolution we have 
had at court* ; and that Dr. Lambert is chaplain to 
the lord lieutenant : the archbishop of Canterbury, 
several other bishopsj and my lord treasurer himself 
would needs have it so. I made no manner of ap- 
plication for that post, upon certain reasons, that I 
shall let you know, if ever I have the happiness to see 
you again. 

My lord Sunderland rallied me on that occasion, 
and was very well pleased with my answer, *« that I 
observed one thing in all new ^ministries : for the 
first week or two they are in a hurry, or not to be 
seen ; and when you come afterward, they are en. 
gaged." 

What I have to say of the publick, Wr. will be en- 
cbsed+, which, I suppose, will be shown you, and 
you will please to deliver as formerly. Lord Pembroke 
takes all things mighty well, and we pun together 
as usual ; and he either makes the best use, or the best 
appearance with his philosophy of any man I ever 
knew; for it is not believed he is pleased at heart 
upon many accounts. 

Sir Andrew > ountaine^ is well, and has either writ to 
you last post, or designs it soon. 

Dr. Pratt is buying good pennyworths of books for 
the college, and has made some purchases that would 
set you a longing. You have heard our mighty news 
isj extremely dwindled in our last packets. However, 

• On the 2$th of November, 170^, the earl of Pembroke 
was made lord high admiral, the earl of Wharton lord lieute- 
nafitof Ireland and lord Somers lord president of the council. H. 

f This was a letter, of the same date, to Archbishop 
King. N. 

J On the iilhof November, 1708, the earl of Marlbo- 
rough and prince Eugene obliged the elector of Bavaria to raise 
the siege of Brussels. H. 
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wc expccOJci a very happy end of the campeign, which 
thia siidden thaw a^ fo<ii we^the/, begun here yestcr- 
day^ will soon bring to an issue, I am, y/. 



I- I II I =fg 

. TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, London, Jaa^ 6, l/OS-p. 

JjEFORE I received the honout of your grace's of 
November 20, I had sent one enclosed, l^c. with 
what account I could of affairs. Since that time, the 
n^easures are altered of dissolving your parliament, . 
which, doubtless, is their wisest course, for certain 
obvious reasons, that your grace will easily apprehend ; 
and I suppose you have now receav^ dinections about . 
proroguing it, for I saw the order some days ago. I 
should have acknowledged your grace's letter, if I had 
not been ever since persecut;cd with a cruel distemper, 
a giddiness in my head, that, would BOt suffer me to 
write or think fx any thing, and of which I am now 
slowly recovering* I sent you word of the affair of 
the first-fruits being performed, which my lord Pem- 
broke had the goodness to send me immediate notice 
of. I seldom see his lordship now, but when he pleases . 
to conunaod me ; for he sees nobody in publick, and 
is veiy full of business. I fancy your erace will 
tlunk it necessary that in due time his lordship should 
receive some kind of thanks in form. I have a fair 
pretence to merit in this matter, although, in my own 
conscience, I think I have very little, except my. 
good wishes, and frequent reminding my lord Pem- 
broke. But two great men in office, giving me joy 
of it, very frankly told mf, <* that if 1 had not 
smoothed the way, bv giving them and the rest of the 
roinistrv a good opinion of the justice of the thing, it 
would have met with opposition ;'* upon which I only 
remarked what I have always observed in courts, that , 
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when a farour is done, there is no want of persons to 
challenge obligations. Mean time, I am in a pretty 
condition, who have biiis of merit givfen me, that I 
niust thankfidly acknowledge, and yet cannot hooesely 
offer them in payment. I sappose the clergy will, in 
due time, send the queen an addres* of thanks fbr 
her favour. 

I very much applaud your grace's '* sanguine tem- 
per," as you caU it, and your eompatison of religion 
to paternal affection ; but the world is divided into two 
sects, those th^t hope the best, and those that fear the 
worst I your grace is of the former, which is the 
wiser, the ndbler, and most pious principle; and 
although I endeavour to avoid being of the other, 
yet vfpon this article I have sometimes strange weak-* 
nesses* I compare true religion to learning and civility, 
which have ever been in the world, but very oftfcn 
shifted thek scenes; sometimes entirely leaving whole 
countries where th^ have long floorished, and^ remov- 
ing to others, that were before barbarous ; which has 
h6cR the case of Chnstianity itself, particularly in 
many parts of Africa ; stnd how far the wickedness of 
a nation may provoke God Almighty to iniflict so preat 
a judgment, is terrible to think. But as great prmces, 
when they have subdued all about them, presently 
have universal monarchy in their thoughts ; so your 
grace, having conquered all the corruptions in a dio. 
cese, and then pursued your victories over a province, 
would fain go farther, and save a whole kingdom, and 
would never be quiet, if you couH have your will, 
until you had converted the world. 

And this reminds me of a pamphlet lately come out, 
pretended to be a letter hither from Ireland, against 
repealing the test ♦ ; wherein your grace's character is 
justly set forth : for the rest, some parts are very well, 
and others puerile, and some facts, as I am informed, 
wrong represented. The author has gone out of his 
• His own; seethe fourth volume of this collection. N. 
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. way to reflect on mci as a person likely to write for 
repealing the test, which I am sore is very unfair 
treatment. This is all I am likely to get by the 
company I keep. I am used like a sober man with a 
drunken face, have the scandal of the vice, without 
the satisfaction. I have told the ministry^ with great 
frankness, my opipion, that they would never be able 
to repeal ity unless such changes should happen as I 
could not foresee ; and they all believe I difier from 
them in that point. 

Mr. Addison, who goes over first secretary, is a 
moH- excellent person ; and being my most intimate 
friend, I shall use all my credit to set him right in his 
notions of persons and things. I spoke to him with 
.great plainness upon the subject of the test ; and he 
^ays, he is confident my lord Wharton will not attempt 
it, if he finds the bent of the nation against it*. — I 
4vi}l say nothing farther of his. character to your giacc 
Jit present, because he has half persuaded me to have 
some thoughts of returning to Ireland, and then it 
will be time enough : but if that happens otherwise, I 
presume to recommend him to your grace as a person 
you will think worth your acquaintance. 

My lord Berkeley be|;ins to drop his thoughts of 
going to Yicnha ; and indeed I freely gave my opi- 
tnon agaijnfit such a journey for one of his age and in^ 
jfirmities. And I shall hardly think of goinj; secretary 
without him, although the emperor's ministers here 
thi^ik I will, and have writ to Vienna.. I agree with 
your grace, that )$uch a design was a little, too late at 
my years ; but, considering myself wholly useless in 
J[reland, and in a parish with an audi'ence o£ ha^* a 
6.^orc, , and it being thought necessary that the queen 
should havt a secretary at that court, my friends 
teUipg me It would not be difficult to compass it,, 
J .w.as a little terppted to pass some time abroad, 
until my friends would make me a little easier in my 
* i. <. Taking it olt! N, 
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fortunes at home. Besides, I had hopes of being 
sent in time to some othet court, and in the mean wMle 
the pay would be forty shillings a day, and the advan^ 
tage of living, if I pleased, in lord Berkeley's family. 
But, I believe, this is now all at an end* I am, my 
lord, with the greatest respect. 
Your grace's most obedient and most humble servant^ 

J. SWIFT. 
My lord Wharton say's, he intendsi for Ireland the 
beginning of ^iarch. 



A MONSIEUR MONSIEUR HUNTER, 

GENTILHOMME ANGLOI8, a PARIS. 

SIR, ' London ^ Jan. IQ, 170i^-9. 

1 KNOW no people so ill used by your men of busi- 
ness, as their intimate friends. About a fortnight 
after Mr. Addison had received the letter you were 
pleased to send me, he first told me of it with an air of 
recollection^ and after ten farther of grace, thought ftt 
to give it me ; so you know where to fix the whole 
blame that it was no sooner acknowledged. *Tis a deli- 
cate expedient you prisoners have of diverting yourselves 
in an enemy's country, for which other men would be 
haneed* I am considering, whether there be no way 
of disturbing your quiet by writing some dark matter, 
that may give the French court a jealousy of you. I 
suppose, monsieur Chamillard, or some of his com- 
missaries, must have this letter interpreted to them, 
before it comes to your hands ; and therefore I here 
think good to warn them, that if they exchange you 
under six of their lieutenant-generals, they will be 
losers by the bargain. But, that they may not mis- 
take me, I do not mean as 'viceroy de Vigima^ man 
commt U colonel Hunter. I would advise you to be 
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very tender rf your honour, and not fail in love ; be- 
cause I have a scruple^ whether you can keep your 
parole, if you become a prisoner to the ladies ;' at least 
It will }^ scandalous for a free Briton to drag two chains 
at once. I presume, you have the liberty en Paris, and 
fifty miles round, and have a very light pair of fetters, 
contrived to ride or dance in, and see Versailles, and 
every place else, except St. Germain*. I hear the 
ladies call you already netre prisonn'ter Hunter^ le plus 
honnete garcon du monde. Will you French yet own 
us Britons to be a brave people ? Will they allow the 
duke of Marlborough to be a great general ? Or, are 
they all as partial as their gazetteers ? Have you yet 
met any French colonel whom you remember to have 
formerly knocked from his horse, or shivered at Icaat 
a lance against his breastplate? Do you know the 
wounds you have given, when you see the scars ? Do 
you salute your'old enemies with 

— ** Stciimus tela aspera contra, 
Contulinuisquc manus. 

Vous sauez fue ~ Mousieur d'Addisony noire hon amiy 
est fait secretaire d*/tat d'Irlande ; and unless you 
malce haste over, and get my Virginian bishojjrick, he 
will persuade me to go with him, for the Vienna pro- 
ject is off; which is a great disappointment to the 
design I had of displaying my politicks at the emperor's 
court. I do not like the subject you have assigned 
me to entertain you with. Crowder is sick, to the 
comfort of all quiet people, and Frowde is re'veur a 
peindre. Mr. Addison and I often drink your health, 
and this day I did it with Will Patef, a ^certain 
adorer of yours, who is both a hel esprit and a woollen 
draper. The whigs carry all before them, and how 
far they will pursue their victories, we underrate whigs 
can "hardly tell. I have not yet observed the tories 

♦ Then the palace of the queen dowager of James II, and 
the pretender. H. 

f See Journal to Stella .Sept. 17, Oct. 6, 171O. H. 
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noses; their nomber is not to be learnt by telling 
of nosed} for every tory has not a nose. — 

*Tis a loss, you are not here to partake of three 

. weeks frost, and eat gingerbread in a booth by a fire 

upon the Thames. Mrs. Floyd looked out with both 

her eyes, and we had one day's thaw ; but she drew in 

her, heady and it now freezes as hard as ever. 

As fc«r the convocation, the queen thought fit to 
prorogue it, though at the expense of Dr. Atterbury's 
displeasure, who was designed their prolocutor, and 
is now raging at the disappointment. 

1 amuse myself sometimes with writing verses to 
Mrs. Finch, and sometimes with projects for the 
uniting of parties, which I perfect over night, and 
burn in the morning^ Sometimes Mr. Addison and I 
steal to a pint of bad wine, and wish for no third 
person but you ; who, if you were with us, would 
never be satisfied without three mdre. You know I 
believe that poor Dr. Gregory* is dead, and Keil* 
solicits to be his successor ; but party reaches even to 
lines and circles, and he will hardly carry it, beirig re- 
puted a tory, which yet he utterly denies. We are 
here nine times madder after opera^ than ever ; and 
have got a new castrato from Italy, called Nicolini, 
who exceeds Valentini, I know not how many 
bars length. Lords Somers and Halifax are as 
well as busy statesmen can be in parliament time. 
Lord Dorset is nobody's favourite but yours and Mr. 
Prior's, who has lately dedicated his book of poems to 
him ; which is all the press has furnished us of any 
value since you wept. Mr. Pringle, a gentleman of 
Scotland, succeeds Mr. Addison in the secretary's 
office ; and Mr. Shute, a notable young presbyterian 
gentlemati under thirty years dd, is made a com- 
missioner of the customs. This is all I can think of, 
cither publick or private, worth telling you ; perhaps 

* Two famous mathematicians, who . published several 
tieaiises ki that science and m astronomy. H. 
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you have heard part or all of both, from other handt, 
but you must be content : pray let us know what hopes 
we have of seeing you, and how soon ; and be so kind, 
or just, to believe me always 

Your most faithful, humble servant* 

JON. SWIFT. 
P. S. Mr. Steele presents his most humble service to 
you ; and I cannot forbear telling you of your 
mechancete to impute the "Letter of Enthusiasm" to 
Dne ; when I have some good reasons to think the au* 
thor is now at Paris. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

REVEREND SIR, Duhl'tTty Feb. 10, j70vS-?, 

I RECEIVED yours of last January the 6th, and 
you will find but a sorry correspondent of me. I have 
been confined near two months this winter, and for- 
bid pen and ink by my physician; though, 1 thank God, 
I was more frightened, as it happened, than hurt. I 
had a colic about the year l65;u, that brought me to 
extremity, and all despaired of my life, and the news- 
letters reported me dead. It be^an at the same time 
of the year, and the same way it did then, and the 
winters were much alike ; and I verily believe had I 
not had the assistance of my old physician, sir Patrick 
Don*, I should have run the same course, which I 
could not have supported. But with a little physick, 
and the Spa and Bath watersj^ I escaped without other 
hardships, than keeping at home ; and so niuch for 
private affairs. 

As to the publick, I had a letter from my lord 
Pembroke, wherein he told . me the first-fruits and 

♦ This gentleman founded three professorships in the uni- 
versity of Dublin; viz. theory and practise of phytick, 
chirurgery and midwifery, pharmacy and the nuuria meMcu. H. 
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twentieth parts were granted, and that my lord lieu- 
tenant will bring over the queen's letter for them. I 
returned him my thanks, and as soon as the order 
comes^ he will have a publick acknowledgment. 

I have seen a letter, that passes as from a member of 
the house, Cffr. I think your judgment concerning it 
is very just. But pray by what artifice did you con* 
trive to pass for a whig ? As I am an honest man, I 
courted the greatest whigs I knew, and could not gain 
the reputation of being counted one. 

But y6a need not be concerned ; I will engage you 
will lose nothing by that paper. I wish some facts 
had been well considered before vouched : if any 
one matter in it prove false, what do you think will 
come of the paper ? In short, it will not be in th^ 
power of roan to hinder it from a warm entertain* 
ment. 

As to th^ ^st, I believe that matter is over for this 
season. I was much for dissolving this present parlia- 
mtnt, .and calling a new one this spring. I had 21 
pretty good account of the future elections, which, as far 
as my ac*quaintance readied, were settled ; and, X was 
sure, that without great force and artiEce, the new 
members would never have repealed the test ; but I 
did not know what the influence of a lord lieutenant* 
(when well acquainted in the kingdom, and who knew 
how to take his measures justly) might have effected,, 
and we know very well what force, management and 
timing matters have ; and there is hardly any thing but 
powerful persuasions, terrour, and ostentation of in. 
lerest may effect, especially in popular elections. And 
to confess the truth to you, I am not altogether easy in, 
that matter yet, espe^ally if things take any new turn 
in England. It is wispered, but I know not by what, 
authority, thit the queen herself was at the bottom of 
what passed in the house of commons with you, and. 

♦ Thomas carl of Wharton had been appointed to that post, 
Nov. a^, 1708. fi. 
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that the ministry screened her in that affair, for reasons 
that naaj be guessed at. 

I am wonderfully pleased at the good character you 
give Mr. Addison. If he be the man, that you re. 
present him to be, (and I have confidence in your judg- 
ment) he will be able to serve his lord efertually, and 
procure hinwelf love .^nd respect here. I can't say rt 
will be" in my t)0#er to do him any service; but my 
good wishes and endeavours shall not "be wanting. . 

Mr. Stoughton preached a sermoi^ * here on the 30th 
of January, kihe Charles's martyrdom, that gives 
great offence : the government heard it, but I was ill 
at home, which dean Sterne will needs have a provi- 
dence. If the representation I have bf it be true, I 
jam sure I should have suspended him, if it had cost 
iiftc both my rcpntation and interest. • I have repre- 
sented what I have heard j>f it, and have discoursed 
my lord chancellor about it, and told him of what con. 
sequence I thipk it to be, both to him and us, and 
that it siiould not pass without censiMre* I hare not as 
yet seen my lord primate. Wise men arc doing all 
they can to extinguish faction ; arfd fools and Sves 
are throwing firebrands. Assure yourself thb had an 
ill effect on the minds of most here ; for, though they 
espouse the revolution, they heartily abhor forty-one. 
And nothii»g can create the ministry more enemies, and 
be a greater handle for calumny, than to represent 
them, and those that esjwused them, to be such as 
murdered king Charies I, and such are all, that ap- 
prove or excuse it. 

As to your own affairs, I wish yoii could have come 
over chaplain as I proposed ; but since a more power- 
fol interest interposed, I believe you had best use your 
endeavours there ; but if nothing happens before my 

♦This sermon, preached at Christ Church, Dublin, was 
burnt Jjy the common hangman, Nov. 9, 17 11. SeeSwifc's 
opinion of the preacher, in a letter to the tonl Primate, March 
a6, 1711. N. 
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lord lieutenant comf s over, you had best raak^ us a . 
visit. Had y^ou been here> X bdieve something might 
have been done fpr you before this. The deanery of . 
Down is fallep> and application has been made for it to 
my lord lieutenant, but it ypt hangs, and I kpow not 
what will become of it ; but if you could either get 
into it, or get a good man with a comfortable benefice 
removed to it, it might make present provision for 
you. I have many tlungs n)iore to say ; but they are 
so much of a piece with these I have writ already, 
that you may guess at them all by this sample. God 
be with you : amen* 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



MR. LE CLERC TO MR. ADDISON. 

A Amiterdamy le \Q, de Fevrier^ 17 OQ. 

JE m*etois donne Phonneur de vous ecrire, monsieur, 
d^s le commencement dc cette annee, pour vous prier 
surtout d*une chose, qu'il me seroit importapt de SiavQir 
au plutpt. Cependant je n'ai re9u aucune de vos 
nouvelles. J'ai appris seulement, que vous quittiez le 
po&te, Qu vous etiez, pour aller en Irlande en qualite 
de secretaire de mylord Wharton. Je m'en rejouis 
avcc vous, dans la supposition, que ce dernier emploi 
vaut mieux ijue le precedent, quoiquc je sente bien, 
que je perdrai par votre eloignement. Je ne laisse pas 
de vous souhaiter toute sorte de satisfaction dans votre 
nouvel emploi, 8c de prier Dieu qu'il vous donne un 
heureux succds en tout ce que vous ^entreprendrez. Je 
vous avois prie, monsieur, de m'envoyer le nora 
prc^e & les titres de mylord Halifax, et de lui de- 
mander meme, si vous le trouviez a propos, la per- 
mission de lui dcdier mon Tire- Live. Comme vous 
m'aviez marque par Mr. Philips, que vous avicz 
oublic la feuille, qui me manquoit du recueil de Mr. 
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Rymeo jc vous avois mande, qae c'cst la feutlk 10 T. 
ou left 4 pages, qui precedent immediatement I'indice 
des noras, dans le tome I. Sl voos I'avez eue depois, 
faites moi la grace de I'envoyer ^ Mess. Toutton Sc 
Stuiguer> bien enveloppee, et de mettre mon addresse 
aa dessus. Je suppose, monsieur, que cette lettre 
. vous trouvera encore a Londres, parcequ'cn dit, que my 
lord Wharton ne partira que vers le mois d'Avril. 11 
ne se passe rien de nouveau tci dans la republique des 
lettres, qui mcrite de vuos etre mande. Les jesuites d^ 
Paris ont condamne en termes trds.forts les sentimens 
du P. Hardouin, & Pont contraint de les retracter 
d'une maniere honteuse. On verra quelle en sera la 
suite. Je voudrois "pouvoir vous ^tre utile ici a quelque 
chose : vous verriez par-la, combien je suis, monsieur^ 
votre tres humble & tres obeissant serviteur, 

J. LECLERC. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 
RKVERENp srR, Dubliftf March 1*2, I7O8-9. 

1 HE business of the twentieth parts and first-fruits 
is still on the anvil. We are given to understand, 
that her majesty designs, out of her royal bounty, to 
make a grant of them for charitable uses, and fbtt it 
is designed this grant should come over with his 
excellency the lord lieutenant. The bishops in this 
town at present thought it reasonable to apprise his 
excellency of the affair, and to address him for his 
favour in it, which accordingly is done by this post. 
We have sent with this address the representation made 
at first to her majesty about it ; the reference to the 
commissioners of the revenue here, and their report, 
together with the memorial to the lord Pembroke. In 
that there is mention of the state of the diocesie of 
Dublinji as % specimen of the ix>ndition of t^e ctergy 
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of Irdindy hf which it will atpear how much Wt 
tuoid in need of such a gift« This we could not well 
send to his excelleney^ because ^t is yery long» and 
we apprehend, that it might be improper to give him 
so much trouble at first, before he was any way ap. 
prised of the matter; but if you think, that his 
excellency may judge it agreeable, that it should be 
laid before him, I entreat the favour of you to apply 
to my lord Pembroke's secretary, with whom it is, 
ibr the original, or a copy of it, and present it to my 
lord lieutenant/ or leave it with his secretary. I have 
engaged for you to my brethren, that you will be at 
this trouble : and there is a memorial to this purpose, 
at the foot of the copy of the representation made to 
the earl of Pembroke, transmitted with the othet 
papers. What charges you are at upon this account, 
will be answered by me. 

The good impression you have given me of Mr. 
Addison, my lord lieutenant's secretary, has en- 
couraged me to venture a letter to him on this subject, 
which I have enclosed, and make you the full and sole 
judge, whether it ought to be delivered. I can't be 
competently informed by any here, whether it may be 
|tertinent or no ; but I may and do depend on yout 
prudence in the ease, who, I believe, will neithet 
omit what ^any be Useful, nor sufier me to do an offi. 
dous or improper thing. I mix no other matter with 
this, beside what agrees with all occasions, tl^ ten. 
dcr of the hearty prayers and wishes for you of, sir. 
Your, f^r. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 

The reversal of thy lord Shne'i* outlawry makes a 

* Chrtstoplwr Fleming, btron of Slttie, having taken ub 
" unm for king James in j688 in Ireland, where he w«» cobnS 
wi a r^men^'o^^pffV afterward lost his estate, and was out- 
lawed, till q^eeir Anne reversed his attainder; upon which 
the house of commons of Ireland, on the 3d of June 1709, 
unaninr.ously resolved, that an address be made lo the queen^ 
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mighty noise through this kingdom : for aught I caa 
remember, the destroying of our woollen mapofactorf 
did no( cause 80 universal a consternation. 



A MONSIEUR MONSIEUR HUNTER. 

CENTILHOMMB ^NQLQIS, a ?ARIS. 

«1R, LondoHy March 22, 1708-9. 

I AM very much obliged to ypu for the favour of a 
l^ind reproach you sent me, in a letter tp Mr, Addison, 
which he pevcr told me of till this day, apd that 
accidentally ; but I am glad at the same time, that I 
did no^ deserve it, having sent you a long letter, in 
return to that you was pleased to honour me with ; 
and it is a pity it should be lost ; for as I remember, 
it was full of the diet fahulas^ and such particularities 
as do not usually find place in newspapers. Mr. Addi- 
son has been so taken up for some months in the 

amphibious circumstances of prertiier c to my lord 

Sunderland, apd secretary of state * for Ireland, that 
}ie is the worst man J know either to convey an idle 
letter, or deliver what he receives ; so that I de&i^, 
when I, trust him with this, to givcTiim a memorial 
along with it ; for if my former has miscarried, J am 
half persuaded to give him the blame. I find you a 
little lament your bondage, and indeed in your case it 
requires a good share of philosophy : but if you will 
not be angry, I believe I may have been the cause you 
are still a prisoner; for I imagine my former letter 
was intercepted by tjie French court, when the most 

** setting forth the fatal consequences of reversing the out- 
lawries of persons attainted of treason for the reheliions in 
1^%%."^* Lord Slane was, in November 1713, created by her 
majesty viscount Longford. B. 

* Principal secretary to the earl pf Wharton, lord licutC* 
naiit of irclAjiid. I{. 
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diiistaul king leadixtg one passage in it, (and duly con« 
sidering the weight of the person who wrote it) where 
I said, if the French understood your value as well as 
we do, he would not exchan|;e you for count Tallardy 
and all the Debris of Blenheim together ; for I must 
confess, I did not rally when I said so. 

I hear your good sister, the queen of Fomunki, 
waits with impatience till you are restored to your 
dominion» : and that your rogue of a viceroy returns^ 
money £ist for England, against the time he must re- 
tire firom his government. Mean time Philips writes 
verses in a-sledge*, upon the frozen sea, and transmit ' 
them hither to thrive in our warmer clime under the 
shelter oE my. lord Dorset. I could send you a great 
deal of news from the Refublka Gruhstreetariaf which 
was never in greater altitude, though I have been of 
late but a small contributor* A cargo of splinters 
firom the Arabian rocks have been lately shipwretked- 
in the Thames, to the irreparable damage of the 
virtuosi. Mrs. Longf and I are Allien out ; I .shall 
not trouble you with the cause, but don't you think- 
her altogether in the wrong ^ ? But Mrs. Barton is 
still in my good graces ; I design to make her tell me 
when you are to be redeemed, and will send you word. 
There's i^^now, you think f am in jest ; but I assure 
yod^ the best intelligence I get of publick affairs is 
from ladies, for the ministers never tell me any thing ; 
and Mr. Addison is nine times more secret to me than 
any body else, because I have the happiness to be 
thought his iriend. The company at St. James's 
co&ehoose is as bad as ever, but it is not quite so 
good. The beauties you left are all gone off this frost,' 
and we have got a new set for spring, of which Mrs. 

♦ Ambrose Philips, esq. See his Lapland, and other 
pastorals, in his Poems. H. 

+ See an account of this lady, and'of her death, in a 
letter dated Dec. 26, 171 1. N. 

X See in vol. xxiv. a ** Decree for ending the treaty between 
Pr. Swift and Mrs. Long. " N. 
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Chetwind Mid Mrs. Wortley are the pfineipal* Tkc 
▼ogae of operas holds up wonder&lly, thou|fh \h have 
had them a year ; but I desisn to set ap a party s^moBg 
the wits to run then down by next winter^' if tme 
English caprice does not interpose to sa^e na the 
4abour. Mademoiselle Spanheim Is going to many ny 
lord Fitaharding, at least I have heard soi ^nd if yoa 
And it otherwise at your return, the oonsequeoees aiay 
possibly be survived ; however, yoa may tcU it sImd 
Paris gazetteer, and let me have the pleasure to lead a 
Ke of my own sending. I suppose you have heard, 
that the town has lost an old didce» and feeorefed a 
mad duchess. 'Hie duke ef Marlborough has at length 
fcund an enemy that dares iaoe him, and which ho 
will eertainly fl^ ^otc ^di the first opportunity, and 
we are all ot opinion it will be bis wisest oouise to d» 
so. Now the way to be prodigiously witty, , would 
be, by keeping you in suspense, and not letting yom 
know that this enemy is nothing but this nor£^ast 
wind, which stops his voyage to Holland. This let- 
ter going in Mr. Addison's packet will, I hope, hare 
Better luck than the former. 1 shall go for Ireland 
some time in summer, being not able to i^Mke m^ 
firiends in the ministry consider my merits, or their 
promises, enough to keep me herei so that all my 
nop^s now terminate in my bishopriek of Virginia : 
in the me^n time I hold fast my claim to your proanse 
of corresponding with me, and that you will henoefor. 
ward address your letter for me at Mr. Steele's^ office 
at the cockpit, who has promised his care in convey* 
ing them. Mr. Domvil is now at Genev^a, and sends 
me word, he is become a convert to the vhigs, by ob« 
serving the good and ^U efiecu of fteedoni and slavery 
abroad. 

I am now with Mr. Addison, with whom I have 
fifty times drunk your health siace you left qs« He is 
hurrying away for Ireland, and I can at present 

♦ Afterward sir Richard, th.n under secretary cf state. H- 



-aby VJVJV7Vl>^ 



LETTERS TO AVP F|l01f l^ll. »V'H»T. 7J 

lengthen my letter no farther ; and I am not certain 
vhether you will have any from him or not till he gets 
to Ireland. . However, h« conmands nie <o assure you 
of his hamble service; and I pray Gd too much 
bosices^ may ntit 4poil ie plus boHHete homti^ J«t f^mf^ i 
for it is Ger-caiof which of a mao's go(>i t^Qts. ha eoii 
ploys on busin^ss^ roqst be d^tractefTfrom his cpnversj^- 
tion. I cannot write longer in so good company, and 
therefore conclude 

YonxT most faithful 

aad (post humble servant, 

J. SWJFT^ 



TO THE LORD PRIMATE MARS«*. 
MT LO^B, Loudout March 24^ 17Qfl« 

X AM commanded by his excellency the lord lieute- 
nant to send the enclosed to your grace, in answer to 
a letter his excellency lately received fron^ ypur grace, 
and sen;eral^ bishops, relating to th^ fixst-fruits of 
Ireland This ^yill spare your grace and their lord- 
ships the trouble of any farther account frorp me I 
shall therefore only- add, that his excellency commapd» 
m^ to assure your gr^c^ of his hearty tHcIination X in 
favour of the churcn pf Ireland ; and am, with great 
respect, my lord, yourgrs^ce's Wi/^v///«/§, and most 
oledient servant^ 

J. SWIFT. 

• IndQ^scd by Swift, •< Cppy of ? Ifitt^rtQ the lord prinpatq 
of Ire;laiid by Iprci vyharton's o^d^r," IJT. 
f At first written, some other. 1^, 
Jin the first copy, entire diipositton to do. V. 
^^ Originally, mott o^dient and mott ktmlile senuuit, }^ 

ii3 
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. TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Mr LORD, March 9.6 i 1709. 

I SHOULD have acknowledged your's of February 
10, long ago, if I had not stayed to see what became 
of the first-fruits. I have likewise ydur*s of the 1 2th 
instant. I will now tell you the proceedings in this 
unhappy affair. Some time afteir the prince's death, 
lordrembroke sent me word by sir Andrew Fountaine, 
that the queen had granted the thing, and afterward 
took the compliment I made him upon it. He like* 
wise (I suppose) writ to the same purpose himself to 
the archbisnop of Dublin. J was then for along time 
pursued by a cruel illness, that seized me at fits, and 
hindered mtf from meddling in any business ; neither 
indeed could I at all suspect there was any need to stir 
any more in this, until, often asking Mr. Addison 
whether he had any orders about it, I was a little in 
pain, and desired Mr. Addison to inquire at the 
treasury, whether such a grant had then passed ? and 
finding an unwillingness, I inquired myself; where 
Mr. Taylor assured me there were never any Orders for 
such a grant. This was a month ago, and then I 
began to despair of the whole thine. Lord Pembroke 
was hard to be seen, tieither did I think it worth talk, 
ing the matter with him. What perplexed me most 
was, why he should tell me, and write to Ireland, 
that the business was done ; for if the account he sent 
to Ireland were not as positive as what he gave me, I 
ought to be told so from thence. I had no opportunity 
of clearing this matter until the day I received your last 
letter;' when his explanation was, that he had been 
promised he should carry over the grant when he return- 
ed to Ireland, and that his memorial was now in the 
treasury. Yet, when I had fortnerly begged leave to 
follow this matter with lord treasurer, only in th^ form 
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of common soliciting^ he was uneasy, and told me 
lord treasurer had nothing at all, to do with it : but 
that it was a matter parety between the queen and him- 
self as I have told you in former letters ; which/ 
however, I knew then to be otherwise, from lord treasure 
er himself. So that all I had left me to.do was only the 
cold amusement of now and then refreshing lord Pem- 
broke's memory, of givitfg the ministry, as I could 
find <^>port unity, good dispositions toward the thing« 
Upon this notice from lord Pembroke, I immediately 
went to lord Wharton, which was the first attendance 
I ever paid him. He was then in a great crowd; I 
told him my business ; he said, '* he conld not then 
discourse of it with me, but would the next day." I 
guessed the meaning of that, and saw the very ]xrsoa 
I expected, just come from him. Then I gave him an 
account of my errand. I think it not convenient tourepeat 
here the particulars of his answer ; but>the formal part 
was this : " That he -was not yet properly lord lieute- 
nant, until he was sworn ; that he expected the same 
application should be made to him, as had been done to 
otner lord lieutenants; that he was very well dig- 
posed," ^c* I took the boldness to begin answering 
those objections, and designed to offer some reasons ; 
but he rose suddenly, turned off the discourse, and 
seemed in haste ; so I was forced to take my leave* 
I had an intention to ofier my reasons in a memorial ; 
but was advised, by very good hands, to let it 
alone, as infallibly to no purpose. * And in short, I 
observe such a reluctance in some friends, whose 
credit I would employ, that I begin to think no far* 
ther of it. ^ 

I had writ thus far without receiving a former let- 
ter* from the archbishop of Dublin, wherein he tells nie 
positively that lord Pembroke had sent him word the 
first-fruits were granted, and that lord Wharton would 

• The letter of March i», 170S-9. Sec p. 7a. N. 
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carry over the queen's lettef, ^e: I appeal to yom^ 
what any man could think after this^ neither UKked 
had I the least suspicion^ until Mr. Addison tdd me 
he knew nothing of it ; and that I had the samo 
account from tliM^ treasury. It is wonderful a great 
maister should make no difierence between a grans and 
^ promise of a srant ; and it is as strange taat aU | 
aould say wouldnoc prevail on hia %o give me leave 
so solicit the finishing of it at the treasury, which 
oould not have ^ken the feast grain of merit from hi^xu 
Had I the least sospeeted it had been only a promise, 
I would have applied to lord Wharton above twa 
months ago ; ana so, I believe, would the acchbi^hofi 
of Dublin from Ireland ; which might have prevente<i^ 
at least, the present excuse, of not iuvinghad the som^ 
application ; although others might, I suj>po$e, have 
been finnd. 

I sent bst post, by the lord lieutenant's commands, 
an enclosed letter, trom his excellency, to th? Icrd 
primate* In answer to a passage in your forme^ 1^(. 
ter ; Mr. Stoughton is recommended for a chapjaip tQ 
the lord lieutenant. . Hi^ sermon is 9iuch recQi4« 
mended by several bene* He is a pcudent person, ^od 
knows how to time things. Others of somewhat bet- 
ter figure ace as wise as he* A hold opinion is 4 slvort 
easy way to merit, end very necessary for thq^ who 
have no other. 

I am extremely afflicted with a cold, apd cou^h 
attending it, which must excuse any thin^ ill expressed 
in this letter. Neither is' it a subject m the present 
circumstances very plea»nt to dwell epqp. 
I am, ^c. 
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FROM MR. ADDISON. 

DIAK SIR9 Dublin, Jpril ztf 1709. 

I AM in ai v«rf gfeat korry of hu&ineis, \^ c^aoot 
forbear thanking yoi^ for yqur letter at Ch^st^r, which 
was the only entertainment I met with in that phiee. 
i hope to see you very sudcienly» and will wait on par 
friend the biihop of CJogher * as soon as I can poss^biy. 
I have had jast time to tell him» en pajfant^ that you 
were well. I Jong to see you, and am, dearsir, yoiir 
most faithful, and most obedient servant, 

J.ADDISON. 
We arrived jrtsttrday at Dublin. 



FROM ^rWE SAMS^ 
DE^R 3I1U Dublin Cattle, June 25, \l^. 

I AM heartily glad to kear yo^ att |o wiv us. If 
you will ddiver the f nclo^ to the captain ckf the 
Wolf, I dare say he will ac^on^oiodat^ yoiA with »U iq 
, hta pcMwer, If iie haa left Chester, ] h«y^ se^t yovi ^ 
bin according to the bishop of Cl^ghfc's deaire, of 
whona I have a thousand good things to s^^ ]( do not 
ask your excuse about the yacht, brcau^ I doti't want 
it, as you shall hear at Dubtie : if \ did, \ should 
thinK myself in/^xcusable. I l^ng to x?^ over alj 
i^irs with you, and aaftever, de<ir sir. 
Yours most ei^tirely, 

J. ADDISPN. 
P. S. The y\^t will come over with the acta oC' 
parliament, and a convoy, about a week hence, whicli 
c«portunity you maj^ lay hold ofi. if you do iH>t fik» 
the Wolf. I v/ill give orders accordingly. 

« Di-.,sv.G«j«f A»»*o* f^ar— W7-. ^, 
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FROM THE SAME. 

'Nine 'o'cfoci, 
MAt 81*, [Jheut July^ 1709-] Mdnday morn'iftg^ 

1 THINK it very hard I shoald be in the same 
kingdom with Dr. Swift, and nor have the happiness 
of hb company once in three days* The bishop of 
Clogher intends to call on you this morning, as will 
yoar hamble servant in my return from Chappie Izzard^ 
whither 1 am just now going. 

Your humble servant, 

J.ADDISON^ 



FROM THE EARL OF HALIFAX. 
«IR, ' ^ ' Ocu e, 1709. 

Our friend Mn Addison telling me that he Was 
to write to you to night, I could not let his packet 
go away without telling you how much I am con* 
cerned to find them returned without you« I am 
quite ashamed for myself and my friends, to see you 
left in a place so incapable of tasting you \ aiid to see 
so much merit, and so great qualities unrewarded by 
those, who are sensible of them. Mr. Addison and 
i are entered into a new confederacy, never to give 
over the pursuit, nor to cease reminding those, who 
can serve you, till your wonh is placed in that light 
it ought to shine. Dr, South holds out still, but he 
cannot be immortal. The situation of his prebend 
would make me doubly concerned in serving you. 
And upon all occasions, that shall ofier, I will be 
your constant solicitor, your sincere admirer, and 
your unalterable friend. 

I am- your most humble and obedient servant, 
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FROM MR* STEELE. 

Lord Sunderland's Office, 

DEAR SIR, Oct. 8, 1709, 

jMr. secretary Addison went this morning out of 
towHy and left behind him an agreeable command for 
me, «t;/«. to forward the enclosed *, which lord Halifax 
sent him for you. I aflure you no man could say more 
in praise of another, than he did in your behalf at 
that noble lord's table on Wednesday last. I doubt 
not but you will find by the enclosed the effect it had 
upon him. No opportunity is omitted among power- 
ful men, to upbraid them for your stay in Ireland. 
The company that day at dinner were lord Edward 
Russel, lord Essex, Mr. Maynwaring, Mr. Addison, 
and myself. I have heard sucH things said of that 
same bishop of Clogher with you, that I have often 
said he must be entered ad tundem in our house of lords. 
Mr. Philips + dined with me yesterday ; he is still a* 
shepherd, and walks very lonely through this un- 
thinking crowd in Lot^don. I wonder you do not 
write sometimes to me. 

The town is in great expectation from Bickersta&i^; 
what passed at the election for his first table being to 
be publiihcd this day sevennight. I have not seen ^tn 
Tooke§ a great while, but long to usher you and 
yours into the world. Not that there can be any thing 
added by me to your femej but to walk bareheaded 
before you. I am, sir, your most obedient and most 
bumble servant^ 

RICHARD STEELE^ 

♦ The preceding letter, of Oct. 6. N. 
+ Ambrose Philips. See before, March 22, 170S-9. N. 
+ The name aflfumcd by the author of the Tatlcf . H, 
J Swift's bookseller. See p. 93. N. 

3 
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FROM MR. ADDISON. 
KIR, Sf.^mfnes's Place, April W, I710. 

I HAVE run so much in debt with yoo, that I do 
not know how to excuse roy^selfj atid therefore shall 
throw myself whoUjr upon your good nature ; and 
promise, if you will parcton what is passed, to be more 
punctual with you for the future. I hope to have the 
happiness of waiting on you very suddenly at Dublin, 
and do no^ at all regret the leaving of England, while 
I am going to a place, where I shall have the satisfiac 
tion and honour of Dr. Swift's conversation. I shall 
not trouble you with any occurrences here, because I 
hope to have the pleasure of talking over all affiiks 
with you very suddenly. We hope to be at Holyhekl 
by the 30th insunt. Lady Wharton stays in Eng- 
land. I fup^se yoo know, that I obeyed your's, and 
the bbhop (^ Cipher's commands, in relation to Mr. 
Smith; tor I desired Mr. Dawson to acquaint you 
with it* I must beg my most humble duty to the bi- 
ihop of Clogher. I heartily long to eat a dish of 
bacon and beans in the best company in the woild. ' 
Mr. Steele and I often drink your health. 

I as) forced to give mpelf airs of a punctual con* 
reipondence with you in discourse with your friends at 
St* James's cofieehouse, who are always asking mb 
questions about you, when they have a mind to pay 
their court to me, if I may use so magnificent a 
phrase* Pray, dear doctor, continue ^ou friendshi|> 
toward me, who love and esteem you, if possible, as 
much as you d^^erve. I am ever, ' dear sir, 
Voor'f entirely, 

J* Addison; 
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TO i)EAt^ STERl^fi, 

(with a proxy roH Hie APPSABAXCfe AS pieR* 
BfiNDAHY O^ DUKLAVAK> AT THK ARCIIBI* 

sHOP*s visitation)* 

slKt> LtiraC9f, April l7, 1710* 

You have put me under the neoessity of wrhing you 
a very scurvy lettet> and in a very scurvy manner. 
It it the want of horses, and not of inclination^ that 
hinders me from attending on you at the chapter. But 
I would do it on foot to see yout visit in your own 
ri^ht; but if I must be visited by proxy, by proxy I 
will appear* The ladies f of St. Mary's delivered mt 
your commands ; but Mrs* Johnson had dropped half 
of them by the shaking of her horse. I have made a 
thift, by the assistance of two civilians, and ^ book of 
precedents, to send you the jargon annexed, with a 
blank for the name and title of any prebendary, who 
will have the charity to answer for me. Those words, 
pran}i incomrnodo^ are to be translated, the Want of ^ 
lorse. In a few days I expect to heat the two ladies 
lamenting the fleshpots of Caviin street. I advise them 
since they have given up theit title and lodgings of St» 
Mary's, to buy each of them a palfty, and take a squire 
and seek adventures. I am Ircn^ quarrellinj^ with the 
frosty weather, for spoiling my poor half dozen of 
blossoms* Spe% attfri collapfa rutt : Whethet these 
words be mine or Virgil*s, I cannot determine. I am 
this minute Y«y bosyv being to preach to day before 
an audience of at least fifteen people, Inost of them 
gentle, and all simffe. 
I can send you no news ; only the employment of 

• Dr. Sterne was thtft ficar general of the diocese of Dub» 
lifi, and was to visit the clergy in the absence of the arch'* 
t^shop. H. ^ 

f Mrs. Johnson and Mrs, Dingley. N, ^ 

VOL* XT. * I 
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my pari^ioners may, for memorjr-sakc, be fedacri 
under these heads, Mr. Peccivall is <litching ; Mrs* 
Pcrcivajl in her kitchen; Mr. Wesley switching; 
Mrs, Wesley stitching ; sir Arthur Langfoiti r'tchlng, 
which is a new word for heaping up riches. I know no * 
other rhyme but bitching, and that I hope we are all 
pst. Weill sii'f long may you live the hospitable 
owner of good Bits, good fiooks^ and good Buildingt. 
The Bishop of Clogher would envy me for those three 
Bef *• I am your most obedient> humble servant, 

J. SWIFT^ 



DR. SWIFT'S ACCOUNT OF HIS MOtHER'S 
DEATH, 1710. 
Mem. On Wednesday, between seven and eight, 
in the evening. May 10, 1710, I received a letter in 
my chamber at Laracor (Mr. Percival and John Beau- 
mont being by) from^Mrs. Fenton, dated May gth, 
with one enclosed, sent from Mrs. Worrall at Leicester 
to Mrs. Fenton +, giving an account, that my dear 
mother Mrs. Abigail Swm died that morning, Mon- 
day, April 24, 1710 J, about ten o'clock, after 4 
long sickness, being ill all winter, and lame, and ex- 
tremely ill a month or six weeks before her^eath. I 
have now lost my barrier between me and death ; God 
grant I may live to be as well prepared for it, as I 
confidently believe ^er to have been i If the wajr to 
Heaven be through piety, truth, justice, and charity, 
she is there J, 

♦ Vix. Bits, books, and buildingi.. B. 

+ The Dean's sister. N. 

X ** 1710, April 27, Abigail Swift, widow, aged 70 years, 
buiied.** Register 0^ St. Martin's, Leicester. N. 

^ This memoraiKluin is copied from one of the account 
books, which Dr. Swift always made up yearly, and on each 
page entered minutely all his receipts and expenses in every 
month, beginning his year from Not* i. He observed the 
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FROM MR, ADDISON. 
Mar 8lft, Duilift, June 3, 1710. 

I AM jast iKMir tome frooti Finglassi where I have 
been drinking yoar healthy and talking of yoa, with 
one wha loves and admires you bener than any man in 
the worlds except your humble servant. We both agree 
in a request^ that you will set bat for Dublin as soon 
as possible. To tell you truly, I find the place dis» 
agreeable, and cannot imagine why it should appear so 
DOW more than it did last year. You know I look 
upon every thing that is like a compliment as a breadt 
of friendship ; and there&re shdl only tetl you> that I 

same method alt his life-time till his last illness. At the foot 
of that page which includes his expenses in the month of 
May i7id» at his glebe house in Laracor,. in the county of 
Meath» where he was then resident*, are the above remarkable 
inrords ; which show at the same time his filial piety^ and th& 
leligious use which he thought It his duty to make of that 
melancholy event. He always treated his mother, during her 
life» with the utmost duty and affection ; and she sometimes 
came to Ireland^ u^ visit him after his settlement at Laracor .^ 
She lodged at Mr. Brent's the printer, in George's lane» Dub* 
lln ; andpnce asked her landlady, ** Whether sh^ could keep 
asecret ?** Who replied, ** She could very well.'* Upon which> 
she enjoined her not to make the matter publick^ which she 
was now going to commiinicate to her. ** 1 have a spark in 
this town, that I carried on a correspondence with while I 
was in England. He will be here presently, to pay.his ad- 
dresses ; for he has heard by this time of my arrival. But I 
would not have the matter known. ' ' Soon after this, a rap was 
heard at the door; and Dr. Swift walk^ up stairs. Mr$« 
Brent retired ; but, after a little time, she was called ; and 
then Mrs. Swift introduced her visitor, and said, •' This is 
my spark I was tilling you oft this is my lover : and indeed 
the only one I shall ever admit to pay their addresses (o me. ' ' 
The doctor smiled at his mother's humour, and afterward 
payed his duty to her every day unsuspected by Mrs. Brent, 
whom he invited some years afterward to take care of his 
family aifiurs, when he became dean of St, Patrick's. And 
when she died, he continued her daughter (Mrs, Ridgway» 
then a poor widow] in fhe same office* K» 
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long to sec you ; without assuriog, ypu that I love your 
company and vafue yo»r convefsatioft ntorc than any 
nvan'Sf or that I a.in^ with the most inviolable s^icepty 
andesteem, dear sir, 

Yoiu: OKMt fiuthM, nmf honUe^ 

mmI most obedkut servanti 

J. ADDISON. 



FROM SIR ANDREW FOUNTAINS 

I NEITHER c^ not will have pattenco i^ longer f 

^nd. Swift, you vc 2^ confouiuied son of a — 
May yo^t b^lt acre turp to s^ i>0£, ai;id may your wil- 
lows perish; coay thft woKAfteat youf fhta, and leay 
Psrvisol* bieak year snuffbox. What! bocaose 
there is never a bishop m Enghind with half the wit 
rf St. George Ashc^ nor ever a Kcrctary of state 
with 9. q^arHv pf A<i4isoB's good s^nse ; tji^cibie yw\ 
caa't wske to those that love you> as weU as any 
Cloghf r or Addison of them aU^ You have bst your 
reputation here, 4.nd that of your bastard the Tatler is 
going toQ ; atkd there is na W9y Uit to recover eith^<, 
but your writing. WeUi 'ti&iio matter; I'll e^eov leave 
London. Kin^smiB is disad, afnl you dpa't wrke te 
i^e. A4ieu., 



nOMMR-HENtJ^Y, 

J.uSkiff^nui' xal tuwfirlitf, 

^LEVEREI^p SIR,, l^Souf 1709 or IMC] 

It is reported of the femous Re^empntanut, tfca^ 
he framed an eagle so artfiiBy of a <;crtain wood, 

♦ The Dcan's.8teward^,g„^f ^^^^^^ ^^ 



4»tr vpm tbe af^Mctk of thtj pmpmMc MiuumiliaO' 
tf^ tbc? op^knt city, of: NnretoWg^ it. took. wing» 
and fiew oat of the gates to meet him, and (a> my« 
s«ithof ha9) Uh appMcedi ais thon^ alive. Give me 
I^ve; to ^tribute tbii> exQ^knt iiiveDtaoa to the vebe- . 
i9Qnt de^ifcrhehad to. entertain. bb master with some^ 
thing extmordinary, 2nd to say with the poet> 

AmorMdi^t alas. 
If am trying a, like eimrimenty whether I cannot^ 
make this ooiopositioQ o^ M rrags^ galls* and vitriol, 
t^ to DuUin; and: ifCxsr the moving lion, which. 
wa»4COQipp8i»l.by:aAjtalun.chttnist, and opened Ims 
hteMsti and showedi the^ imperial farms/ painted on iu 
lieart) thiS; could disclose' itself, aad^ discover to yoa 
the higjtk esteem and a£ltctiQn I have for yoo, I shDuki- 
ait^Mn toy end; and notoolysacrifice^a hecatocnh^ bi^ 
cry oot, with extatick Archimedes, Evfwft^ 

I should not have pt^vmcd t<> imagine, that you 
mpold dei^ to cast an eye on any thing proceeding 
from so mean a hand as mine, had I not been encou. 
r^ed hyj tbatrchajracter, of candour and sweetness of 
temper iorwtiich youare so justly celebrated and . 
esteemed by all good men, as. the deiici^ humaul gt^ 
9trh ; and I, make.no questi<u), but like your predeces* 
sor [an emperor again *] you reckon every day as lost, 
in which you havenot an opportunity ^f .doing some act' 
of^benefi9ence, I. was moreover emboldened by the 
adage, which does not stick to afiirm, that one of the 
fliost despicaWe of .animals, may look upon the ^eatest 
oCqQccn^-; as it hasten proved to a demonstration by a, 
kte most judiciou^author, whom (as I take it)you have 
vouchsafe^ toimmorta|izeby your learned locubrationsf* 
And as proverbs .are, the wisdom of a nation, so I take 
naturalizing .such- a quantity of very exjj^si ve. ones, 
as we did by the act of union, to bie one of- the con- 

♦ These words are crossed over in the priginal. N ^ 
f Steele, adopted in. his Tatler.the name of I sitae Bickei*- ' 
stifle. N. 
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tidcrablest advantages we shall reap from k: jin^ t 
do not question but the nation will be the wiset to 
the future^ 

But I have digressed too for, and theitfcttw resuno^ 
ray thread. I know my own unworthkicss to dcserrc 
your favour ; but let this attempt pass on any aoooont 
for some merit. 

In magnts voluisse 9^ est. 
And though all cannot be sprightly like F-— dj wi«e 

like T rs, agreeable like B th, pdite like 

P r de, or, to sum op all, though there be 

but one phccnix, and one lepidtssinttit ScmttntUf T— - 
p— m ; yet since a cup of cold water was not an un- 
acceptable present to a thirsty emperor, I may flatter 
myself that this tender of my services (how mean so- 
ever} may not be contemned ) and^ though I fail ^xmh 
my great attempt, 

Spero trovar pieta non clic pcrdono, 
as that mellifluous ornament of Italy, Franciscci 
Petrarch, sweetly has it. 

' Mr. Crowder I have often heard affirm, and the fine 
thinkers of all ages have constantly held, that much 
good may.be attained by reading of histot)'-. And 
I)r. Sloane is of opiniorf, that modem travels are very 
behoveful toward forming the mind, and enlarging the 
thoughts of the curious part of mankind. 

Give me leave to speak a little from both these to- 
picks. 

In the Roman triumphs, which were doubtless the 
most august spectacles that were ever seen, it was the 
constant custom, that the public^ executioner should 
be behind the conqueror, to remind him (says my 
author) from time to time, that these honours were 
transitor)*^, and could not secure him from the severity 
of the laws. 

Col. Morrison of the guards [he lives next door to 
Tart-Hall] his father was in Virginia, and being like 
to be starved, the company had recourse to a learned 
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Riaster of arts ; his name was Venter ; he advised them 
to cat 'one another ^o«r faster le tems, and to begin 
with a fat cook-maid. ^e had certainl]^ eone to pot> 
}iad not a ship arrived just in the nick with a quantity 
of pork, which Appeased their hunger, and saved the 
wench's bacon* 

To apply these ; Did you never (when riming in the 
costly aainties of my lord high admiral's * tablei when 
the polytasted wine excited jovial thoughts, and ba« 
nished serious reflections) forget your frail mortal con. 
dition ? Or when, at another time, ^ou have wiped 
the point of a knife, or jperhaps with a bttle spoon ^ken 
some Attick salt out ot Mrs. F-*»'s cadenat ; and, as 
the poet sings, 

Qui sedens adversus identidem-^-^^ 
Spcctat et audit. 

Did you not think yourself par Deo ? Pray God you 
did not; pray God you did not think yourself j«- 
ferare di<vos. 

Confess the truth, doctor, you did ; confess it, and 
repent of it, if it he not too late : but alas ! 1 fear 
it is. 

And now, methinks, I look down into that bog all 
flaming with bonny clabber and usquebaugh; and hear 
you gnashing your teeth and crying, •* Oh ! what 
would I give now for a glass of that small beer, I used 
to say was sour ! or a pinch of that snnfi^ which I 
used to say was the cursed'st stuff in the world ; and 
borrow as much as would lie on a shilling the minute 
after. Oh ! what would I give to have a monitor in 
those moments to have put me in mind of the sword 
hanging by a twine- thread olrer my head, and to have 
cried m a voice as loud as Southwell's, Mementot ' 
doctor, quta Hlbernus eSf et tnHiberniam reverteris !** 

Every man in the midst of his pleasures should re- 
member the Roman executioner : and L have been as- 
sured, that had it not been for the unfortunate loss of 
* Thomas earl of Pembroke, H. 
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l^JQojfal ^gbo^i t^ pcince *, m Chaflct I)a%Q(MDU ^ 
Vfoujd l^a^e revived that U8efi4 c«reippii)c, ii^hicJit 
might be y^y pcof^i;]^ intGoiduced ii> the- wd mfiyjOr?# 
cavalcade. 

\ woylfl^ i^$^t be mis^;^kei^ Vfhf^ ^ ^ba^^ ^. gpn« 
before, or in that which is to follow, as i£ I tgot^ ypn^ 
to bf a bcUygod, an J^pki^a^ oa hiia t^ wisbo): his 
x^ck as. Ippg ^ a, ccape's, tha^ lie. mig^t b^ve t^ 
greater pteasum ti^ swallowing, ^jfo, d^ai; 4pCtoi^ 
^r be k^rom rofc to, tl^inlf ypu Bj^cur/ de.gupe.pfir^ 
a^ I l^QOfv. ind^^ed yoix ar« Mftio,^ bp^ 'ti^ librur^m% 
^s this Ij^wec^ Ij)r. i^(;cq>tcd Enewen, som^ tigje ard^ 
l^h^(;^ X^w, w^; apd rtr^»w, a«. the quabt iPr* 
OfTspring Blackall now bishppof Exeter, i&. Therefotey 
kt us return to the use which, n)ay be made of modem 
travels, andappjy Mx. Mornson's to your condition* 

You s^e opw c^stt on an inhospitably island;, apf 
n^^ihematical figures oq thft sandf no %estig^ hant'ini^ 
to DC seen ; perhaps at this very time reduced- tg. one 
sjbgle barrel. oC damaged bLscuit, ai)d short allowance 
cy;cn 9f 4lti ^yarer. vVh^'s to b^ done ? Another ixj, 
your condition would look about ; perhaps he might 
fed some potatoes; Or get ai| old piece of iron^ apd 
make a harpoon, and if he found Higgjn sleq)ing^ 
near the shore, strike hi in and eat hiip. The vi?;estem. 
islanders of Scoibnd say, *ti& good, meat, andhi^ train 
oil, hot ded till it ma rules, is a delicious beverage, if 
ihc inhabitants of Laplimd. are to be credited. 

But this I know is too grosj a pabulum for one, who 
(as the chameleon lives on air) has always hitherto 
lived on wit ; and whose friends (Gpd be thanked) 
4kfi]gn he should continue to do. so, and on nothing 
else. Therefore I would advise yoii to f^ll upon old 
Joan; eat, do I live to bid thee; cat Addison J; 
an4 when you have eat tvorf. body dsct eat my lord 

♦♦ Of Denmark, who died Octoberv*8» i7oX, H. 
\ Lord Mayor of London, in 1708. H. - 
t Then secretary to the curl of Wharton, lord lieutenant 
•f IrttUnd. H* 
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e^ [ir & soMcUiibg kaa] God help the 
itfaofe;. zni tmugh it wHU ^ ou^ i know^ be tvca. 
iprv tbtre wlU Ik aobod^ kft te han^ )ioo> imless you 
ffaMiU t^ink &t to do yottvsdf thai kvour 9 viikk if 
fom dieiild^ pngr dlonft wcitc mt w^odr of it^ because 
i should be ve^ siirr^p t» head of an^r iijr that shpuld 
happcfa to you> aa b^ng widb a pcofouttd: vtBcratioiH 
cat dF tiie ereatest of yotiir admirers^ 

T* o. or aaf otbtr two letters you. lake b«tt^«. 

Triy «Sfcct yxmt answer to me, at the Serjeant's 
Mead in GormvaH i ot at Mr. Sentiment's, a fonj^ 
tmrricr, iix Common Gardtwt, rn the JPI^Jkm 



TO MR- BENJAMIN TOOKE. 

sntf Puiflm, y^ft€ll9\ 1710. 

X WAS in the country when I received your letter, 
with the Apology enclosed; in it +; and I nad neither 
health nor hqjnour to fini?h that business. But the 
blame rests with you, that if you thought it time, 
you did not print it when you had iu. Ihava jpst^ 
now your last, with the complete Key^ I befieye it is* 
so perfect a Grubstreet piece, it will be forgotten in a 
week. But it is strange that there can be no satisfac^ 
tion against a bookseller for publishing names- in so 
bold a manner. I wish some lawyer could advlse you 
hpw^ I might haye ^^^tion t for at this rate, there 
is no book,, howevci; vile, which may not be fastened' 
on me^ I cannot but thinlc that little parson-cousin J 
of mine is at the bottom of this; for, haying lent 
him a ccpy of some part ofi &c. and he showing it, 
after I wa? gone for Xrehnd, and the thing abroad, he 

♦ Earlof Whwton. H. 

+. The Apolcgy preiixed to the Talo of a Tub. K. 
"t Mr» Thomas Swift-; see Journal to Stella, Nov. 7, 171T. 
and tee the Advertisement to the Talc of a Tub, vol. 1 1 1 . N. 
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affected to talk suspiciously, as if he liad isosie ihaii^ 
Nin it* If he shooid happen to be in town» and jon 
light on him> I think you ought to tell him grairoly^ 
<< That, if he be the author, he should set &s naaiie 
to the/' irc«.and rally him a little ufxn it: and fcill 
him, '' if he can explain some things, yoo will, if 
he {leases, set hi^ name to the next edition.'* I 
should be glad to see how far the foolish inq>iidence of 
a diince could go. Well ; I will send you the thin^ 
now I am in town, as soon as possible. But I daie 
say, you have neither printed the lest^ nor Bnished 
the cots; only are glad to lay the fault on me. i shaH^ 
at the end, t^ke a little contemptible notice of the 
thinfi^ you sent me ; and I due say it will do yon moic 
good than hurt. If you are in such haste, how came 
you to forget the Miscellanies ? I would not have yoa 
think of Steele for a publisher: hie is too busy. 1 wil^ 
one of these days, send you some hints, which 1 
would have in a preface, and you may^et 5onve friend 
to dress them up. I have thoughts of some other , 
work one of these years: and I hope to see you ere it 
be long ; since it is likely to be a new world, and 
since I have the merit of suffering by not con^lying 
U^ith the old. Yours, &c. 



FROM MR. BENJAMIN TOOKE. 
SIR, LondoHf JttijlOf 1710. 

Enclosed I have sent the Key, and think it 
would be much more proper to add the notes at the 
bottom of the respective^pages they re^r to, than 
printing them at the end by themselves.. As to the 
cuts, sir Andrew Fountaine has had them from the 
time they were designed, with an intent o£ ahcnnjr 
them. But he is now gone into Norfolkj and will 
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0ot return tin Michaelmas ; so that, I think, they 
WBmt be laid aside; for,^ unless they arc very weft 
iooe^ it is better they were quite Ifet alone. As tio 
die Apology, I was not so careless but that I took a 
copy of it before I «cnt it to you ; so that I could hare 
priikcd it easily, but that you sent me word not to go 
€& tin yeu had altered something in it. As to that 
CDocin of your* which you speak of, I neither know 
liiiny nor ever heard of him till the Key mentioned 
kim^ It was very indifferent to me which I proceeded 
OD fi»t, the T^e,^ or the Miscellanies ; but, when 
JOT went away,, yon told me there were three or four 
tfainga ihould be sent over out of Ireland, which yon 
bad not here; which, I think, is a very reasonable 
excuse for myself in sdl these affairs. What 1 beg of 
yon at pesent is, that you would return the Apology 
and thir Key, with directions as to the placmg it : 
although I am entirely of opinion to put it at the bot. 
com of each page ; yet fhall submit* If this be i;iot done 
soon, I cannot promise but some rascal or other will 
do it for us both ; since you see the liberty that is al, 
Ecady taken* I think too much time has already been 
lost iQ the Miscellanies; therefore hasten that : and 
whichever is in the most forwardness, I would begia 
on foist. All here depend on an eotire alteiauon* X 
am, i^r» 



FROM MR. ADDISON* 
DEAR SIR, Duhl'ttt Casfky Juljr2S^ 17 10. 

About two days ago I received the enclosed, 
that is sealed up, and yesterday that of my friend 
Steele, whi|Ch requiring a speedy answer, I have sent 
you express. In the mean time I have let him know 
that you arf out of town, itnd that he may expect 
your answer by the next post. I fancy he had my 
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briag you to town. For your unuKelnent b^ die way^ 
I bave sent you some of tkis 4tf 's new« : to wbtdb I 
jauist add* that Ors. Bytse * and Robtn$OT) -f- ut liloetr 
^o be the bishops of Bristd aftd St. David'is: tbatmr 
foUtloiaos are startled at the breakkig ofthe ii(^;otsf^ 
€io«s, and fall of stocks ; instdHich that It is tboiig^ 
^y will oot venture at dissolving the parliaraeot m 
$ttcb a crisis. I am ever, dear sir, your's enttre^^ 

. J. ADDISOK* 
Mr. Stoek desires rae to seal your^s before I deliver 
ftf but this you f/ill excuse in one, who wisltts ^xm 
ft» well as he, or any body Uvingcan do* 
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IRISH BISHOPS TO THE BISHOPS OF 
OSSORY AND KILLALOE. 

OVR VERY GOOD LORDS, 

Whereas several applkatlons have beeti in»^ 
to her majesty about the first-fruits and twentietk 
toarts, payable to her majesty by the clergy of df\k 
Lingdoiu, beseeching her majesty, that she MrcftM 
be graciously pleased to extend her bounty to tiht 
clergy here^ in such manner as the convocation hai'c 
humbly laid before her majesty, or as her majesty 
shall in her goodness and wisdom think ^t; and tbc 
said applications lie still before her majesty ; and v.xr 
do hope, from her royal bounty, a favoucabLe ac- 
swer. 

We do therefore entreat your lordships to take oci 

* Philip, first made bishop of St. David's, and then oi 
Hereford. B. 

f John; he was consecrated bishop of Bristol, Novembcf 
19, 1 7 10, and trauslated t^ the see of London in Mar4-b 

1713.14- *• ^ 
O 
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jan the soUcitatioa of that zSsaxp ^nd to use such pro- 
per methods and app^licaJtioxis^ as you in your prudence 
^hall ^dffls most likely to be cffisctual. We have 
likewise desired the bearer^ Dr* Swift^ to concern 
himself with j^ou, being persuAded of his <lMigence 
and good auction : and w£ desire, thac if jrour brdshipi 
occasions requite your leaving London before you have 
brought the business to cSecU that you would leave with 
him the papers relating toitt with your directions for 
his management in it, if you think it advisable so tp 
do. We aie your lordships most humble servants an4 
brethren, 

NARCISSl/S ARMAGH^ 

WILL. DUBLINlfiNSIS. 

W, CASSEL. 

W. MEATH. 

W. KILDARE. 

WM. KILLALA. 
To the ri^ht rev# fathers in God, John, lord bishop oT 
Ossor/, and Thomas, lord bishop of Killaloe^ 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

«y Lo»D, London, Seft. 9i 1710« 

1 ARRIVED here on Thursday last, and inquirinjp 
for the two bishops, I found njy lord of Ossory ♦ was 
gone some time ago, and the bishop of Killaloe + I 
could not hear of until next day, when I found he was 
set out ea^ly in the morning for Ireland; %o that the 
letter to their lordships is so & to no purpose. I can- 
not yet learn whether thej^ left any papers behind them ; 
neither shall I much inquire ; and to say the truths 1 

* Dr. John Harstonge was bishop of Ossory from 1693 
to 1714. N. 

f Dr. Thomas Lindsay, bishop of Killaloe from March 
1695, ^'^s translated to Raphoe in June 17 13, to Amiagh id 
Jaauary following; and died July 13, 1724. N* 

TOL. XT, K T 
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was less solicitous to ask after the bishop of KillaloCj 
when I heard the other was gone. 

They tell me all affairs in the treasury are governed 
by Mr. Harley, and that he is the person usually 
applied to ; only of late, nay lord Poulet, upon what 
people have talked to him that way, hath exerted him- 
felf a little, and endeavours to be as significant as he 
can. I have opportunities enough, of getting some in- 
terest with his lordship, who hath formerly done me 
good offices,' although I have no personal acquaintance 
with him. After which I will apply to Mr, Harley, 
who formerly made some advances towards me ; and, 
'unless he be altered, will, I believe, think himself in 
the right to use me well : but I ^m inclined to suspend 
any particular solicitations until I hear from your grace, 
and am informed what progress the two bishops have 
made; and until I receive their papers, with what 
Other directions your grace will desire to send me. 

Upon my arrival here, I found my self equally ca- 
ressed by both parties, by one as a sort of bough for 
drowning men to lay hold of; and by the other as one 
discontented with the late men in power, for not being 
thorough in their designs, and therefore ready to ap- 
.- prove present things. I was to visit my lord Godol- 
phin, who gave me a reception very unexpectedly* and 
altogether different from what I ever received from any 
great man in my life ; altogether short, dry, and mo* 
rose, not worth repeating to your grace, until I have 
the honour to see you. I complained of it to some 
of his friends, as having, as I thought, for some rea- 
sons, deserved much the contrary from his lordship : 
they said, to excuse him, that he was overrun with 
spleen and peevishness upon the present posture of affairs, 
and used nobody better. ^It may be new to your grace 
to tell you some circumstances of his removal. A 
letter was sent him by the groom of the queen's stables, 
iff desire he wpuld bre^k his staff, which would be th« 
easiest way, both to her majesty and him. Mr, Snaifh^ 
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chancellor of the exdiequer, happening to come in 
a little after, my lord broke his staff, and flung the 
pieces in the chimney, desiring Mr, Smith to be wit- 
ness that he had obeyed the queen's commands ; and 
sent him to the queen with a letter and a message^ 
which Mr, Smith delivered, and at the same time sur. 
rendered up his own office* The parliament is certainly 
to be dissolved, although the day is yet uncertain* 
The remainder of whigs in employment are resolved 
not to resign ; and a certain lord told me, he had been 
the giver of that advice, and did in my presence pre-^ 
vail on an acquaintance of mine in a great post to- 
promise the same thing; only Mr. Boyle*, they say, 
IS resolved to giv^ up. Every body counts infalliblv 
upon a general removal. The duke of Queensbury, it 
is sai(i, will be steward ; my lord Cholmondeley i« 
gone over to the new interest, with great indignation 
of his friends. It is affirmed by the tories, that the 
great motive of these changes was the absolute neces- 
sity of a peace, which they thou^t the whigs were 
for perpetually delaying. Elections are now managing 
with greater violence and expense, and more competi- 
tors, than ever was known; yet the town is much, 
fuller of people than usdal at this time of the year, 
waiting till they see some issue of the matter. The 
duke of Ormond is much talked of for Ireland, and I 
imagine he- believed something of it himself. Mr. 
Harley is looked upon as first minister, and not my 

' • Youngest son of Charles lord Clifford. Ue was appointed 
chancellor of the exchequer to king William in March 1701 ; 
and was much esteemed by that prince. He continued in that 
post till Feb. 12, 1707-8, when he was made one of the prin- 
cipal secretaries of state, in which station he remained till 
Sept. »o, 1710^ On the accession of George I.Mr. Boyle 
was created lord Carleton, and soon after made president of 
the council. He died unmarried, March 14, 1724-5. To 
the intervention of Mr. Boyle, and the friendship of lord 
Halifax, Mr. Addison was indebted for his first introduction 
to lord Codolphln. N. 
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loikl Slirt^w'sbuej^, arid- His Jrace RcTps on .the opinion, 
wfnJtlter out ef policy or truth; u^n *H occattbnr 
profesMfigf to stay until" he speaks with Mr. Hariey.. 
The queen conthiues atf Kensington indisposed^ witli* 
the g€^U of which sh^ Ha? frequent returns. 

I cfeferi^ writing to you*" grace as liate as t t<ml& 
thiff post», Otttit I might Have something to entertain* 
you*: hut there is- such- a* unfv5*fsal uncertainty among 
tfiose who* pretend to kA6W most, that^ little can be 
(^penckd' on> However, it^ may be some amusemdnr 
tth tsell* yt>u the sentirtent!^ df pieoplfe here, ^di as ba<f 
atf they are, Pam surii^tftey are the Best that are «tifring^; 
ht Ik IB thought there* are not? three (ieoptc in England? 
/cnti«<ely in the secret; not^isf it sure, whether even those^ 
fhree are agreed' in what t4iey/intencP tb-db* I am, 
y$iA great respect, my lord, 

Your grace- s most obedient 
s^ most humtile^ servant, 

J. SWIFT. 
■ Ihave nbt time to- read this, and correct the literal' 
mistakes, 

r was to wadt bn tfie-dlikc of Or/hond, to set him 
right^int^estory of the cdlkge, about the statue, ^c. 
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FROM' ARCHfiTSHOP KING. 
REVEREND SIR, Dublin f Sept. l5, 1710, 

RECEIVED your's by the last packets, of Septem. 
ber the ninth ; and because you have missed the two 
bishops, I send you, with this, the papers relating to 
the first-fruits, and twentieth parts. I send them in 
two bundles, being too big fbr one letter. The bishops, 
?o far as I can ledrn from the bishop of Gssory, have 
not made any step since I left London. T will endea^ 
vour to get you a letter from i\p bishops to solicit 
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tint affair. In the meair time, open the letter to the 
two iMshopSy and make use of it as occasion shall serve. 
The scheme I had laid for thsoi is crossed by my lord' 
treasuc^s beiAg out; thoogfh, perhaps, that «9'ould not 
have done; but her majesty's promise I depended on, 
and I had 'engaged 'the archbishop of York in it. 
When he comes to London, I will etve you a letter to 
him. I can* likewise find means, I believe, to possess 
my lord Shrewsbury and Mr. Harley, with the rea- 
sonableness (^ the a&ir. I am not courtier enough to * 
know the properaess of the thing ; but I had once an 
Imagination to attempt her majesty herself by a letter, 
modestly putting her in mind of the matter ; and no 
time so proper, as when there is no lord lieutenant oft 
Ireland, whick perhaps may be soon ; but this needs 
advice. 

There are great men here as" much out of humour, 
as you describe your great visitee* to have been; nor 
does the good news from Spam + . clear them. I be- 
lieve, however, they are glad at it, though another 
would have ferved ^their occasions as well. 

I do not apprelhepd.^ny otb^r ^ecfet in all this affair, 
but togetwhigs, out of- all pkqes of profit and trust,- 
and •to- g^t others in themr As for pe^ce it must be on 
nootherterm^ than* the pfeliminanes;^ and you'll find . 
a Fory parliament will gWe money as fteely, and be as 
eager to prosecute the w»r^ as the whlgs wwe, or they 
are not the wise men Z take -them to be. If they do 
SQ^ and take care to Mve the money well disposed of 
when giv^f>i they r will break the king of France's 

* Pfobably the earl 'of Godolphin, who was, perhaps, 
mvK:h visited by his friends*and party, after the resignation of ' 
Jii& $tafl''i>f lord treasurer. B.A-This conjecture of Dr. Birch 
was ver)^ ingenious.. T^^ archbishop '-$ allusion, however, 
related only to the private visit of Dr. Swift to his lordship, 
which he mentions in his letter of September 9. N. 

t Probably of the battle near Saragoza, in which king 
Charles of Spain gained a complete victory o,ver his competitor j' 
king Philip, on the ioth of August, 1710. S, 

Digitized by Google 



ft • 

102 LETTERS TO AND TROM DR. SWIFT. 

heart, and the whigs together, and please the nation* 
There's an ugly accident, that happens here in relation 
to our twentieth parts and first-fraits : at Mid5umraer> 
1709, there was ready money in the treasury, and 
good solvent debts to the queen tothe value of 70,0001. 
Now I am told, by the last week's abstract, there is 
only UQS\» in the treasury, and the ^rmy unpaid, at 
least uncleared for a year ; and all others, except pen- 
sioners, in the same condition. Now the great motive 
to prevail wirh her majesty to give the clergy the 
bounty petitioned for, was the clearness of the revenue 
here ; but if that be anticipated, perhaps it may make 
an objection. I will add no more, but my prayers 
for you* I am, ^r. 

WILL. DUBLIN- 



TO DEAN STERNE. 
SIR, London, Sept. 26, J7K*. 

One would think this an admirable place from 
whence to fill a letter, yet when I come to examine 
particulars, I find they cither consist of news, which 
you hear as sooa by the publick papers, or of per- 
fons and things, to which you s^re a stranger, and 
are the wiser and happier for being so. Here have 
been great men every day resigning their places ; a 
resignation as 'sincere, as that of a usurer on his death 
bed. Here are some, that fear being whipped because 
they have broken their rod ; and.some that may be called 
to an account, because they could not cast one up. 
There are now not much above a dozen great employ- 
ments to be disposed of, which, according to our 
computation, may be done in as many days. Patrick* 
assures me, his acquaintance arc all very weU satisfied 

with these changes, which I take for no ill symptom, 

• * 

♦ Dr. Swift's seivant. II. 
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and it is certain the c{ueen has never appeared so easy 
or so cheerful. . I frwnd my lord Goddphin the worst 
difisembler of any of them^ that I have talked to; and 
no wonder, since his loss and danger are greatefi beside 
the addition of age and complection. My lord lieu- 
tenant * is gone to the country , to bustle about elections; 
He is not yet removed ; because they say it will be 
requisite to supersede him by a successor, which the 
queen has not fixed on; nor is it agreed whether the 
duke of Shrew sbury or Ormoiid + stand fairest « I speak 
only for this morning, because reports ysually change 
every twenty-four hours. Mean time the pamphlets 
and half sheets grow so upon our hands, it will very 
well employ a man every day from morning till night 
to read them, and so out of perfect despair I never 
read any at all. The whigs, lik^ an army beat three 
quarters out of the field, begin to skirmish but faintly ; 
and deserters daily corne over. We are amazed to 
find our mistakes, and how it was possible to see so 
much merit where there was none, and to overlook it 
where there -was so much. When a great' minister has 
lost his place, immediately virtue, honour, and wit 
fly over to his successor, with the other ensigns of his 
office. Since I left off writing, I received a letter 
from my lord archbishop of Dublin, or rather two let- 
ters, upon these inemorials* I think immediately to 
begin my soliciting, though they are not vtty perfect; 
for I would be glad to know, whether my lord arch* 
bishop would have the same method taken here, that 
Jhas been done in England, to settle it by parliament : 
but, however that wHl be time enough thought of this 
good while. 

I must here tell you, that the dean of St. Patrick's 
lives better than any man of quality I know ; yti this 

♦ Earl of Wharton. B. 

+ The duke of Orihond was appointed loriL lieutenant, 
OiDt. z6, -1710. Hf 
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dajr I dined Mrith. the' oonptroHeri^ \rhb tdh rac, 
he drinks, therqoeea's wine to dsij^ I saw collector^ 
Sterne +; who xlesiredone td present his service to you^ 
and to tell yoo. he woald be glad to hear from you, 
but not about business; by which, T told' him, 1- 
euessod he ^ was patting ;yoa' off about som^tMng you- 
aesifedii 

It would mock rather be ik)W in Ireland drinking • 
your g^oodwinie, and looking< over, while you lost a 
crown at penny ombre. I am weary of- the caresses 
of great men out' of place. The comptroller expects 
every, day the qoeen's commands^ tobreak his staffs 
He is the last gtett household^ ofifeec they intend to 
'tura out* My lord^lieutenant is yet iny because they- 
cannot anee about hist successor/ I- am your most 
obedient hiimbte servaat>i 

Ji SWIFT. 



A MEMORIAL OF DR. SWIFT*S TO MR. 
HARijEVi 

Oct. 7, 1710. 

In Irelattdf hardlffone parislnin'tdn has any glebe^ 
aod 'the rest very<siiuill and: ^cassered, except a very 
few; and these < have seldom' any hOU€es« 

There are fin. proportion more impropiiations in Ire* 
land than in E:ngland, which^ added to the- poverty 
oi the* country, make the4iving«of very small and 
uncertain value, so that five or six are often. joined to 

♦ Sir Jphn Holland, btrt. H. 

+ Eftodi Sterne, esq., collector ofWIcklow, and clerk of 
the house of lords in I reland. F. - 

J This was drown up by. Dr.. Swift j the memorial he re- 
ceived from the bishops having been too loi^n and jUOt to the 
purpose. See his lettlsr of Oct. 10. N. 

Digitized by Google . 



LETTERS TO Ayr> FROM DR. 9WI»T« 105 

make a revenue of 501. per annum : but thcic have 
seldom above one chureh in impair, ths rest being de- 
sWoyed- by frequent wars, ^c. 

Tht' clfergy, for want of giebes^ are fbrcedi in 
their own or neighbouring parishi to take farms tqr 
live 00" at racka rentir. 

The ^ueen having soirife years since remitted th» 
ftrsufrait^ to the clergy of England, the bishop of 
Cloyne, being then in London, did' petition her ma- 
jesty for tlie same favour in behalf of the clergy of 
Iiielandy and receired a gracious answer. But this^^ 
affirir, for t^ant of soliciting, was^ not brou|;ht to an 
iiisue ckrifig the governments of the duke of Ormonde* 
and^ earV of Pembroke. 

' Upon ^ eaii of Wharton'? succeeding, Dr. Swift 
(who had solicited this matter in the proceeding go. 
vemracnt) was detired^ by the bishops of Ireland to 
apply to his excellency, who thought fat to receive the 
zdotion as wholly new, apd what he could not consider 
till he were fixed in the government, and' till the same^ 
application were made to him as had been to his pre* 
decessots. Accordingly an address was delivered to 
his lordship, with a- petition to the queen> and a me- 
morial* annexed from both houses of convocation ; but , 
a dispute happening in the lower house, wherein his 
chaplain was concerned, and which was repress ted by 
the said'chaplain as an affront designed to his excellency 
who waS' pleased to understand andr'ejx)rt it so to the 
court, the convocation was suddenly prorogued, and 
all farther thoughts about the first-fruits let fall as 
desperate; 

The subject of the petition was tadesire^ that the 
twentieth parts might be nemitted to the clergy, and 
the first-fruits made' a fund'for purchasing glebes and 
impropriations, and' rebuilding- churches. 

The twentieth parts are twelve pence in the pound, 
paid annually out of all ecclesiastical ^benefices, as 

♦ Originally written, directed, N, . 
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they were valued at the reformation. They amoont 
to about 50Cl. per annum ; but of little or no value 
to the queen, after the officers and other charges are 
paid, though of much trouble and vexation to the 
clergy. 

The first-fruits paid by incumbents Upon their pro- 
motion amount to 4501. /^r annum\ so that her ma- 
jesty, in remitting about lOOOl. ftr annum to the 
clergy, will really lose not above 5001. 

upon August 31, 1710, the two houses of con- 
vocation bein^ met to be farther prorogued, the arch* 
bishops and bishops conceiving there was now a favour, 
able juncture to resume their applications, did, in their 
private capacities, sign a power to the said 9r. Swifts 
to solicit the remitting of the first-fruits and twentieth 
parts. 

But there is a greater burden than this, and almost 
intolerable, udoti several of the clergy in Ireland; 
the easing of which, the clergy only looked on as a 
thing to be wished, without making it part of their 
petition. 

The queen is impropriator of several parishes^ and 
the incunabent pays her half-yearly a rent generally 
to the third part of the real value of the living, and 
sometimes half. Some of these parishes [yielding no 
income to the vicar,*] by the increase of graziers, arc 
seized on by the crown, and cannot pay the reserved 
rent. The value of all these impropriations are about 
2OOOI. per annum to her majesty. 

If the queen would graciously please to bestow 
likewise these impropriations, to the church, part to 
be remitted to the iHcumbent, where the rent is large 
and the living small, and the rest to be laid out la 
levying glebes and impropriations, and building 
churches, it would be a most pious and seasonable 
bounty. 

* The words in hooks are erased. N. 
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The utmost value of the twentieth parts, first-fruits 
and crown rents, is SOOOl. per annum, of which about 
5001. fer , annum is sunk among officers ; so that her 
majesty, by this great benefaction, would lose but 
250C1, per annum. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 
MY LORD, London y Oct, 10, 17 10. 

I HAD the honour of your grace's letter of Septem- 
ber 1(), but I was in no pain to acknowledge it, nor 
shall be at any other time, until I have something 
that I think worth troubling you, because I am very 
sensible how much an insignificant letter is worse than 
none at all, I had likewise the memorial, &c. in 
another packet : and I beg your grace to enclose whatr- 
cver pacKCts you send me (I mean of bulk) under a 
paper directed to Mr. Steele, at his office in the Cock- 
pit, and not for me at Mr. Steele's. I should have 
been glad the bishops had been here, although I take 
bishops to be the worse solicitors in the world, except 
in their own concerns. They cannot give themselves 
•the little troubles of attendance that other men are 
content to swallow ; else, I am sure, their two lord* 
ships might have succeeded easier than men of my 
level can reasonably hope to do. 

As soon as I received the packets, I went to wait 
upon Mr. Harley. I had prepared him before by 
another hand, where he was very intimate and got 
myself represented (which I might justly do) as one 
cxtrenicly ill used by the la»t ministry, after some 
obligations, because I refused to go certain lengths 
they would have me. This happened to be in som« 
sort Mr. Harley 's own case. He had heard very often 
of me| and received me with the greatest marks of 
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kindness and estceDii as I was whi^ered th^ he would ; ' 
and the morei upon the ill usage I had met with. I 
sat with him two hours among company^ and two 
hours we were alone ; where I gave him ^ history o£ 
the whole business, and the step that had been made 
in it ; which he heard as I could wish, and promised 
with great readiness his best credit to effect it, I men- 
'tioned the difficulties we had met with from lords 
lieutenants and their secretariesy who would not suffer 
others to solicit, and neglected it themselves. He 
fell in with me entirely;; and said, neither they nor 
hiitiself should have the merit of it> but the queen, tp 
whom he 'would show my memorial with the first 
opportunity; in order, if (X)ssib)e, to have it done in 
this intenegnum. I said, '< it wa^ a great encourage- 
ment to the bishops that he was in the treasury, whom 
they knew to have been the chief adviser of the queen 
to grant the same favour in England : that the honour 
and merit of this would certainly be bis, next the 
queen's; but that it was nothing to him> who had 
don^ 80 much greater things ; and that for my part, 
I thought he was 'obliged to the ckrgy of Ireland, 
for giving him an occasion of gratifying the pleasure 
he took in doing good to the church *." He received 
my compliment exticntlx well, and fenewed his 
promises* 

Your grace will please to know that, beside tfte 
first-fruits, I told him oT the crown.rents, and showed 
the nature and-v^Que of than ; but said, my opinion 
was, that the convocation had not mentioned them in 
their petition to the queen, delivered to lord Wharton 
with the address, because they thought the times 
would not then bear it; but that I lodced upon my* 
self to have a discretionary power to solicit it in so 

* Dr. Campbell, in his Philosophy of Rhetoric, produces 
this passage as a fine example of an indirect, but successful 
manner of praising, by se^uning to invert the course of tht 
•bligation, and to represent the person obliging as the person 
obliged. N. 
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fitTOurable a jnncture. I had two memorials ready of 
my own drawing up> as short as possible, showing 
the nature of the thing, and how long it had been 
depending, ^c. One of these memorials had a pa- 
ragraph at the end relating to the crown.rents ; the 
other had none. In case he had waved the motion of 
the crown-rents, I would have given him the last, 
but I gave him the other, which he immediately read, 
and promised to second hotb with his best offices to 
the queen. As I have placed that paragraph in my 
memorial, it can do no harm, and may possibly do 
good. However, I beg your grace to say nothing of 
It, but -if it dies, let it die in silence ; we must take 
up with what can be got. 

i forgot to tell your grace, that when I said I was 
empowered, ^c, he desired to see my powers : . and 
then 1 heartily wished they had been a little more 
ample; and I have since wondered what scruple a 
number of bishops could have of empowering a cler. 
gymen.to do the church and them a service, without 
any prospect or imagination of interest for himself, 
£eU*ther than about ten shillings a year. 

Mr.Harley has invited me to dine with him to-day; 
but I shall not put him upon this discourse so soon. 
If he begins it him3elf> I will add at bottom whatever 
there is of moment. 

He said, Mr. secretary St. John desires to be ac- 
quainted with me, and that he will bring us together, 
which may be of fiirther help ; although I told him I 
had no thoughts of applying to any but himself; 
wherein he difiered from me, desiring I would speak 
to others, if it were but for form ; ani seemed to mean, 
as if he would avoid the envy of -doing things alone. 
But an old courtier (an intimate friend of mine) with 
whom I consulted, advised me still to let him know, 
I relied wholly upon his good inclinations and credit 
with the queen. 

I find I an) forced to say all this very ooofasedly, 

VOL. XV* L 
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just as it lies in my memory ; but» perhaps^ it may 
give your grace a truer notion of what passed, than if 
1 had writ in more order. Besides, I am forced to 
omit the greatest part of what I said, being not pro. 
per for a letter at such a distance ; for I told very 
freely the late causes which had stopped this matter, 
and removed many odious misrepresentations^ i^c. 

I beg, whatever letters are sent to bishops or others 
in this matter, by your grace or the primate, may be 
enclosed tome, that I may stifle or dehver them, as the 
course of the affair shall require. As for a letter from 
your grace tonhe queen, you say it needs advice ; and 
I am sure it is not from me, who shall not presume to 
offer ; but perhaps from what I have writ you may 
form some judgment or other. 

As for publick affairs, I confess I began this letter 
on a half sheet, merely to limit myself on a subject 
\rith which I did not know whether your grace would 
be entertained. I am n6t yet convinced that any access 
to men in power gives a man more truth or light than 
the poIiticKS of a coffeehouse. I have known some 
great ministers, who would seem to discover the very 
inside of their hearts^ when I was sure they did not 
value whether I had proclaimed all they had said at 
Charing-cross. But I never knew one great minifter, 
who made any scruple to mould the alphabet into what, 
ever words he pleased; or to be ' more difficult about 
any fads, than his porter is about that of his lord's 
being at home; so that whoever has so little to do, as 
to desire some knowledge in secrets of state, must 
compare what he hears from several great men, at 
from one great man at several times, which is equally 
different. People were surprised, when the court 
stopped its hands as to farther removals : the comptrol- 
ler, a lorjd of the admiralty, and some others, toM 
me, they expected every day to be dismissed ; but they 
were all deceived, and the higher tories arc very 
angry: but some time ago, at Hampton-court, I 
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picked out the reason from a dozen persons ; and told 
sir John Holland, I would lay a wager he would not 
lose his staff so soon as he imagined. The miniftry 
are afraid of too great a majority of their own sideia 
the house of commons, and therefore stopped shore in 
their changes ; yet some refiners think they have gone 
too far already, for of thirty new members in the 
present elections, about twenty .six are tories. The 
duke of Ormond seems still to stand the fairest foi; 
Ireland ; although I hear some faint hopes they will 
not nominate very soon. The ruin of the late party 
was owing' to a great number, and a complication of 
causes, which I have had from persons able enough to 
inform me; and that is all we can mean by a good 
hand, for the veracity is not to be relied on. The 
duchess of Marlborough's removal has been seven years 
working; that of the treasurer above three, and he 
was to be dismissed before lord Sunderland. Seside 
the many personal causes, that of breaking measures 
settled for a peace four years ago, had a great weight, 
when the French had complied with all terms, ^c. In 
short, they apprehended the whole party to be entirely 
against a peace, for some time, imtil they were rivet- 
ted fast, too fast to be broke, as they otherwise ex- 
pected, if the war, should conclude too soon. I cannot 
tell (for it is' just come into my head) whether some 
unanimous addresses, from those who love the church 
in Ireland, or from Dublin, or your grace and the 
clergy, might not be seasonable ; or, whether my 
lord Wharton's being not yet suspended may yet hin- 
der it. 

I forgot to tell your grace, that the memorial I gave 
Mr. Harley was drawn up by myself, and was an ab- 
stract of what I had said to him ; it was as short as I 
could make it ; that; which you sent being too long, 
and of another nature. 

I dined to-day with Mr. Harley; but I must 

L 2 
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humbly beg; your grace's pardon if I say no more at 
present, foi: reasons I may shortly let you know. In 
the mean time, I desire your grace to believe me, 
with the greatest respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 
J.SWIFT. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

»EVE1LEND SIR, Dublin^ Oct. 24, 17 10. 

I THANK you for your's of the loth instant, and 
$end you enclosed a farther power by my lord primate 
and me. My lord is not able to come to town, which 
obliged me to wait on him at Johnston, and hindered 
the joining of two or three bishops in it who are yet 
in town : but I suppose our signmg is sufficient. I 
went in the morning to wait on his grace, and in. 
tended, when he had signed it, to have applied to other 
bishops; but he was abroad , taking the air, and I 

. cQuld not get it until it was late, and thought it better 
to sign and send it as it is, than wait for another post. 
You may expect by the next a letter to his grace of 
Canterbury, and another to the archbishop of York. 
I apprised them both of the business. The latter, if 
I remember right, spoke to her majesty about it ; I 
am not sure, that her majesty remembers what I said 
on that subject ; but am sure she was pleased to seem 
satis^ed with it, and to scruple only the time : I sup. 
pose, -not thinking it fit to confer the favour she de- 
signed the clergy of Ireland by the hands it must 
then have passed through, but said, that in the inter^ 
val of a change, or absence of a chief governor, it 
should be done. I hope now is the projper time, and 
that her majesty will rather follow the dictates of her 

own bountiful inclinationss, than the intrigues of cun. 
ning covetous counsellors. 
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I thought to have troubled you with a great many 
things ; but such a crowd of visitors have broken in 
upon me before I could lock my gates^ that I am 
forced to break off abruptly^ recommending you to 
Goo's care. I am^ isfr. 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



FROM LORD PRIMATE MARSH AND 
ARCHBISHOP KING. 

SIR, Duilin, Oct. 24, I71O. 

We directed a letter to the bishops of Ossory and 
Killaloe last August, desiring and empowering them 
to solicit the affair of our first-fruits, and twentieth 
p^rts with her majesty ; which has depended so long, 
notwithstanding her majesty's good intentions, and 
several promises of the chief governors here to lay our 
addresses before her majesty in the best manner. We 
were then apprehensive, that those bishops might re. 
turn from England before the business could be ef- 
fected, and therefore we desired them to concern you 
in it : having so good assurance of your ability, pru- 
dence, and fitness to prosecute such a matter. We 
find the bishops returned home before you came to 
London, for which we are very much concerned ; and 
judging this the most proper time to prosecute it with 
success, we entreat you to take the full management 
of it into yourfhands ; and do commit the care of soli- 
Writing it to your diligence and prudence ; desiring you 
to let us know from time to time what progress is made > 
in it. And if ^y thing farther be necessary on our 
part, on your intimation we shall be ready to do what 
shall be judged reasonable. 

^3 
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This, with our prayers for the good success of jrour 
endeavours, is all trom, sir. 
Your, tfr. 

NARCISSUS ARMAGH. 
WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

REVEREND Sit, Dublin^ Nov, 2, 1710. 

The -declaration of his grace the duke of Ormond to 
be our lord lieutenant has stopped the farther letters 
of recommendation desired to be sent to you, because 
the bishops were unwilling to sdicit the affair of the 
first-fruits and twentieth parts by any other hand. I 
gave them some account how far you had been con- 
cerned in it ; and they ordered a letter to Mr. South- 
well, to give him an account, that the papers were in 
your hands, and to desire you to wait on him with 
them, and take your own measures in soliciting the 
affiiir. I am not to conceal from you, that some ex. 
pressed a little jealousy that you would not be acoep. 
table to the present courtiers, intimating that you 
were under the reputation of being a favourite of the 
late party in power. You may remember I asked you 
the question oefore you were engaged in this a&ir, 
knowing of what moment it was ; and by the coldness 
I found in some, I soon perceived what was at the bot- 
tom. I am of opinion, that this conjecture of cir^ 
cumstance will oblige you to exert yourself with more 
vigour; and if it should succeed, you have gained 
your point ; whereas, if you should fitil, it would 
cause no reflecticms, that having been the fate of so 
many before you. . ^ ^ 

I can be very little useful to you at this distance ; 
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bat if you foresee any thing, wherein I may be ser« 
viceabie to the business, or yourself, you may com* 
mand, sir, 

Your's, l^c. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, London^ Nov. 4> 1710. 

1 AM most unhappily engaged this night, where I 
cannot write to your grace so long a letter as I in- 
tended ; but I will make it up in a post or two. I 
have only now to tell you, that Mr. Harley has given 
me leave to acquaint my lord primate and your grace, 
that the queen nas granted the first-fruits and twenti* 
eth parts to the clergy of Ireland. It was done above 
a fortnight ago ; but I was then obliged to keep it a 
secret, as I hinted to your grace in my last letter. He 
has now given me leave to let your grace and my lord 
primate know it ; only desires you will say nothing 
of it until a letter comes to you from my lord Dart- 
mouth, secretary of state. All I know yet is, that 
the bishops are to be made a corporation for the dispo- 
sal of the first-fruits, and that the twentieth parts are 
to be remitted. I will write to your grace the parti- 
culars of my negotiation, and some other amusements 
very soon. I humbly beg your grace to acquaint my 
lord primate w}th this. I had your grace's letter kst 
post ; and you will now see that your letters to the 
archbishop here are unnecessary. I was a little in pain 
about the duke of Ormond, who, I feared, might in- 
terpose in this matter, and be angry it was done with, 
out him : but Mr. Harley has very kindly taken this 
matter upon himself. It was yesterday I dined with 
him, and he told me all this ; and to-morrow I dine 
with him again, where I may- hear more. I shall 
obey your grace's directions, whether my stay here be 
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farther necessary, after you have had the letter from 
the secretary's office. I know not what it will be ; but, 
if any^forms remain to finish, I shall be ready to assist 
in it as I have hitherto done. I have all the reason in 
the world to be satisfied with Mr. Harley's conduct in 
this whole afiair. In three days he spoke of it to the 
queen, and gave her my memorial, and so continued 
until he got her grant. I am now in much company, 
and steal this time to write to your grace. The queen 
was resolved to have the whole merit of this afiair 
to herself. Mr. Harley advised her to it ; and next to 
her majesty, he is the only person to be thanked. I 
suppose it will not be many days before you have the 
letter from my lord Dartmouth ; and your grace will 
afterward signify your commands, if you have any for 
me. . I shall go to the office, and see that a dispatch be 
made as soon as possible. I, am, with the greatest 
respect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most obedient humble servant, 

J. bWIFT. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING, 

REVEREND SIR, DuhUny No*v. iP, iTlO* 

I HAVE before me your's of the ith instant^ which 
I received two posts ago. It was very grateful to me, 
and 1 hope it will have a g<x)d effect as to the church 
in general, and be of use to you in particular, which I 
heartily wish. My lord primate is out of town, and I 
have not seen him since I received your's, nor do I see 
any haste to communicate it to him ; but in due time 
there will be no need to make a secret of it. I durst 
not have said any thing of it, if you had not given roc 
the caution, lest any accident should intervene) to 
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which all matters of this nature are liable. It pots a 
man oat of countenance to raise expectations, if he 
should not be able to satisfy them. I understand that 
her majesty designed this should be her own act ; but 
the good instruments, that have been subservient* 
ought not to be forgot ; and, with God's help, I will 
do my endeavour that they shall not. I shall be im- 
patient to see the accomplishment of this charitable 
woric. 

Wc are here in as great a ferment about choosing 
parliament men, on a supposition that this parliament 
will be dissolved as soon as your's in England. ' And 
it is remarkable, that such as design to betray their 
country 9 are more diligent to make votes, than those 
that have some £ciint intentions to serve it. It would 
prevent a great deal of needless charges and heats, if 
we certainly knew whether we should have a new par- 
liament or not. 

All business in chancery, and in truth all publick 
business* is at a stand, by the indisposition of my lord 
chancellor. I would tell you, that I am engaged 
most unhappily this night, to excuse this short letter ; 
but the plain truth, I think, will do as well ; which 
is, that I have no more to say but my prayers for 
you, ^c* 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, Londotiy N(yv.23y I7IO. 

I HAD your grace's letter* not until this day : whe- 
ther it lay in the secretary's office, or was kept by the 
wind, I cannot tell ; but I would have exposed it im- 
mediately whenever it had come. Mr. Southwell told 

• That which is dated Nov. 2. N. 
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IDC two days ago of the letter * your grace mentions^ 
which saiprised me a good deal^ when I remembered 
I had writ to your grace three weeks ago, that the 
qoeen had absolutely granted the first-fruits and twen- 
tiethsy and that Mr. Harky had permitted me to 
signify the same to the primate and your grace. Per- 
haps that letter might not have reached your griace 
before that resolution of sending to the duke of Or. 
mond ; but however, I gave you such an account of 
my reception from Mr. Harley, and his readiness to 
undertake this affair, and what steps he had already 
made in it, as I thought would have given you some 
sight in what way the business was ; but Mr. Harley 
charged me to tell nobody alive what the queen had 
resolved on, till he gave me leave ; and bv the con- 
clusion of a former letter» your grace might see you 
were to expect some farther intelligence very soon. 
Your grace may remember, that upon vour telling me 
how backward the bishc^s were in giving me a power, 
I was very unwilling to go at all, and sent th^ dean of 
St. Patrick's f to tell yoo so; but you thought I 
could not handsomely put it ofiP, when things were 
gone so far. Your objection then, about the disad- 
vantage I lay under in point of party, I knew well 
enough how to answer, otherwise nothing should have 
prevailed on me to come hither ; and if my lords th6 
bishops doubt whether I have any credit with the pre- 
sent ministry, I will, if they please, undo this matter 
in as little time as I have done it. 1 did reckon your 
grace understood and believed me in what I said; and 
, I reckon so still : hut I will not be at the pains d un- 
deceiving so many. I never proposed to mysd^either 
credit or profit by my labour, but the satisfaction of 
doing good, without valuing whether I had the merit ' 
of it or not : but the method now taking was the like- 
liest way to set all things backward, if it werp not 



* To the duke of Ormond, probably. N. 
+ Dr. Sterne. N. 
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|Dast danger. It shall be my business (until my lords 
the bishops forbid me to engage farther) to prevent any 
misunderstanding with Mr. Harley by this ludden step. 
The thing was all done before the duke of Ormond was 
named for lord lieutenant, so there was no affront at 
all to him ; and Mr. Harley told me more than once^ 
that 8uth an interest was the properest, because he 
thought the queen herself should hare the doing of it : 
hdt f said a great deal of this in former letters^r If 
your grace has any commands for me of your own, I 
shall obey them with all cheerfulness, being, with 
great respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most obedient 
and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



to ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Mr LORD, Loudon, Nov. 28, 1710. 

A DAY or two after I received your grace's letter, 
of the second instant, I dined with Mr. Southwell, 
who showed me the letter of the bishops to the duke 
of Ormond, and another letter from the bishop of 
Kildare* to Mr. Southwell +, to desire him to get 
the papers from me, which I shall send him as soon as 
I have looked them out. Mr. Southwell said, that a 
month or two hence, when the duke began to think 
of this journey, it would be time enough to solicit 
this affair. Upon this I told him frankly, that the 
queen had already granted the first-fruits, and that I 
nad writ to your grace by Mr. Harley *& directions, 
but that my letter did not reach you until your's was 

• Dr. Welborp Ellis. K. 

■f Right hon. Edward Southwell, secretary of state fpr 
Irtland. N. 
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sent to the duke and him ; and that therefore I thought 
it would be a very odd step to begin a^in* He ^id» 
he was glad it was done, and that he did not design to 
take any of the credit from me, ^c, I told him sin- 
torely, it was what I did not regard at all^ and pro« 
vided the church had the benefit, it was indifferent to 
me how it came about ; and so we parted, I had told 
the duke of Ormond at first that I would apply my- 
self to Mr. Harley if Jiis grace advised it, which he 
did; and I afterward told Mr. Southwell, that Mr. 
Harley had been very kind in promising his good 
offices : farther 1 .durst not speak, being under an en. 
garment of secresy to Mr. Harley ; and the whole 
thing was done before the duke was declared lord ' 
lieutenant. If your grace considers the time you 
sent me the paper, you will judge what dispatch was 
made ; in two days after, I delivered a memorial I 
drew up to Mr. Harley ; and in less than a fortnight 
he had treated the matter four times with the queen, 
and then told me she had granted it absolutely, as my 
memorial desired, but charged me to tell no man alive ; 
and your grace majr remember, that one of my letters 
ended with something as if I were limited, and would 
say more in a short time. In about a week i^ter, I 
had leave to inform the primate and your grace, as I 
did in my letter of the 4th instant. It is to be con- 
sidered^ that the queen was all this while at Hampton 
Court or Windsor, so that I think the dispatch was 
very great, But indeed, I expected a leuer would 
have been sent from the secretary's office, to signify 
this matter in due form; and so it will: but Mr. 
HaBley had a mind first to bring me to the queen, for 
that and some other matters ; and she came to town 
not a week ago, and was out of order one dajr when it 
was designed I should attend her, and, since, the 
parliament's beginning has taken her up: but in a 
few days, Mr. Harley tells me he will introduce me. 
This I tell your grace in confidence, only to satisfy 
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yoa in particular, why the queen has not yet sent a 
letter inform. Upon that dispatch to Mr. Southwell, 
I was perplexed to the last degree. I did not value 
Ae flighting manner of the bishop of Kildare's letter, 
barely desiring Mr. Southwell to call on me for the 
papers, without any thing farther, as if I had been 
wholly insignificant ; but I was at a loss how to behave 
myself with the duke and Mr. Harley. I met the 
latter yesterday in the court of requests, and he whis- 
pered me to dine with him. At dinner, I told him of 
the dispatch to Mr. Southwell, and rallied him for 
putting me under difficulties with his secrets; that I 
was running my head against a wall ; that he reckoned 
he had done the church and me a favour ; that I should 
disoblige the duke of Ormond ; and that the bishops 
in Ireland thought 1 had done nothing, and had there- 
fore taken away my commission. He told me, your 
lordship had taken it away in eood time, for the thing 
was done ; and that, as for the duke of Ormond, I 
need not be uneasy; for he would let his ^race know 
it as soon as he saw him, which would be in a day or 
two, at the treasury; and then promised again to carry 
me to the queen, with the first Opportunity. Your 

race now sees how the affair stands, and whether 
deserve such treatment from the bishops ; from every 
part whereof I wholly exclude your grace, and could 
only wish my first letter, about the progress I had roade^ 
had found so much credit with you^ as to have delayed 
that dispatch until you heard once more from me. I 
had at least so much discretion, not to pretend I had 
done more than I really did, but rather less; and if 
I had consulted my own interest, I should have eni- 
ployed my credit with the present ministry another 
way. The bishops are mistaken in me; it is well 
known here, that 1 could have made my markets with 
the la^t ministry if I had pleased ; and the present 
men in power are verj'^ well apprized of it,v as your 

VVL. XV» M 
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grace maiy, if I live to see you again; which I cer. 
tainly never would in Ireland, if I did not flatter my- 
self that I am upon a better foot with your grace, than 
with some other of their lordships. Your grace is 
pleased to command me to continue my solicitations ; 
but as now there will be no need of them, so I think 
my commiilion is at an end, ever since I had notice 
of that dispatch to Mr. Southwell. However, in 
obedience to your grace, if there be an v' thing to be 
done about expediting the forms, wherem my service 
can be of use, I will readily perform as . far as I am 
able : but I must tdl your grace what gives rae the 
greatest displeasure, that I had hopes to prevail that 
the queen snould in some months be brought to remit 
the crown-rents, which I named in my memorial, but 
in an article by itself; and which Mr. Harley had 
given me some hopes of, and I have some private rea- 
sons to think might have been brought about. I men- 
tioned it in the memorial, only as from myself; and 
therefore, if I have an opportunity, I shall venture to 
mention it to the queen, or at least repeat it to Mr. 
Harley, This I do as a private man, whom the bishops 
no longer own, It is certainly right to pay lall civili- 
tieSy and' make applications to a lord lieutenant ; but, 
without some . other means, a business may hang long 
enough, as this of the first-fruits did for four years 
under the duke of Ormond's last government, altKou^h 
no man loves the church of Ireland better than his 
grace; but such things are forgot and neglected be- 
tween the governor and his secretaries, unless solicited 
by somebody who has the business at heart. But I 
have done, and shall trouble your grace no farther upon 
this affair; and on other occasions, while I am here, 
win endeavour to entertain you with what is likely to 
pass in this busy scene, where all things are taking a 
new, and, I think, a good turn ; and where, if you 
please, I will write to you, with that freedom I for. 
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taerly did ; and I beg your grace to employ me in any 
commands you may have here, which I shall be prouder 
to obey, than to have ever so much merit with some 
others; being, with perfect respect, my lord. 
Your grace's most dutiful 

and most obedient humble servant, 
J. SWIFT* 

Your grace will please to direct for me at St« James's 
coie^house, St. James's street* 

Two hiHidred members supped last night at the 
Fountain tavern, where they went to determine about 
a chairman for elections. Medlicott and Manly were 
the two candidates ; but the company could not agree» 
and parted in an ill humour.. It is a matter of some 
moment, and I hope it will be amicably made up ; 
but the great rock we are afraid of, is a dissension 
among the majority^ because the weakest ^art, when 
th^ grow discontented, know where to retire^ and be 
received. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 
&EVES.fiND SII^, Dublift, Nov. 30, 171Q« 

I RECEIVED your's of the 23d, by last packet. 
I was aware of what you observed, when the letter 
to his grace was signed ; but it was before I received 
your's of the 4th instant, wherein you tell me, that 
the business was in effect done ; nor could I have any 
certain prospect that it would be done from any inti- 
mation that I had before from you. You must know 
that this was not the only thing displeased me in the 
letter ; it was drawn and signed by some before I saw 
it. I looked on it as a snare laid in my way ; nor 
must you wonder that some are better at making their 
M 2 
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courts than serving the church ; and can flatter ipuc^ 
better, than vote on the right side. Those that had 
rendered themselves justly obnoxious by deserting hi» 
grace's* friends and interest in notorious instances^ 
think they have salved all by this early application^ 
and perhaps it may prove so« 

But if the matter be done« assure yourself it will 
be known by whom, and what means it was eflected* 

In the mean time, God forbid you should think of 
slacking your endeavours to bring it to perfection. 
I am yet under an obligation not to say any thing of 
the matter from your letter ; and while so, it would 
be hard for me to refuse to sign such a letter as that 
you mention, or find t pretence for so doing: but 
when the business is done, the means and methods 
will likewise be known, and every body have dwr 
<iue that contributed to it. 

I shall reckon nothing done till the queen's letter 
come here. You may remember how we were borne 
in hand in my lord Pembroke's time, that the queea 
had passed the grant; which, after a whole year's 
expectation and solicitation, proved oply a mouthful of 
moonshine. But, if it succeeds better now, we rniKt 
owe it, next tp the queen'is goodness and bounty, t9 
the grtat care of the great man to whom you have 
4ipplied, and to your management. It is seven o^ 
eight years since we first attempted this sffak, and it 
passed through several hands; yet no progress was 
made in it, w)iich was certainly due to tho ill methods 
taken to put it forward ; which, in truth, instead of 
promoting, obstructed it. At the very first motion. 
It was promised, and in ^ fair way ; but the^ bishops 
here, out of their abundapt deference to the govern- 
ment, made the same wrong step they would have 
done now ; and we could never make the least pro- 
gress since, till nowi ^^^ ^ P^^Y ^^ ^^ bave i^ 
put it back again. 

* I'he duke of Ormond, who was declared lofd lieutenant 
, of Ireland, Oct. 19, 1710. B. 
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You OHist not imagine, that it is oat of any disaf. 
fccfion to you, or any distrust of your ability or di« 
ligence, that the bishops here were so cdd in their 
cnfdoying you : bat they seckon on partj ; and though 
several knew what you werci yet tney imagined, and 
some vouched, that yqu were looked on at court as 
engaged on the other side ; and you cannot do your, 
self a greater service than to bring this to a good issue, 
to their shame and conviction. I heartily recommend 
jtptt and your business to God's care, and am, £sf r. 
^ WILL^ DUBLIN. 



FROxM ARCHBISHOP KING* 

. SIR, Duhlint Dec. l6, 1710. 

1 HIS is to acknowledge the receipt of your's of 
the 28th ult. which <:ame not to my hands till Thurs-. 
day last, by reason of winds, that kept the packets 
on the other side. 

I find the matter of our first-froits, Gff . ^s talked of 
now. I reckon on nothing certain till her majesty's 
letter comes in form : and quaefe,' why should you not 
come and bring it with you ? It would make you a 
very welcome clergyman to Ireland, and be the best 
means to satisfy mankind how it was obtained, al- 
though I think it will be out of dispute. I am very 
well apprised of the dispatch you gave this affair, and 
well pleased, that I judged better of the person fit 
to be employed, than some of my brethren. But now 
it is done, as I hope it is efiectually, they will assume 
as much as their neighbours; which I shall never 
contradict. 

Things are taking a new turn hete as well as with 
you; and I am of opinion, by the time you come 
here, few will profess themselves whigs. The greates 
M 3 
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danger I apprehend, and which terrifies roe more tbm 
perhaps you will be able to imagine, it the fury wtA 
indisoetion of tome of our own people; who nevcf 
had any merit, but, by embroiling things, they di^ 
and I am afraid will yet do, mischief. You wlU toon 
hear of a great conspiracy ditcovered in the county 
of Wettmeath. I was used to so many discoreriet <x 

Cots in the latter end of king Charles's time^ and iM 
tginning of king James's, that I am not surprised 
at this discovery. I must not say any thing of itf 
till all the witnesses be examined : so many as have 
deposed are not decisive. The design of it is to show 
all the gentlemen of Ireland to be a pack of desperate 
whigs, ready to rise up in arms against her majesty 
for the old ministry, associating to that purpose. 
Whether it be for the interest of Ireland to have tha 
believed you may judge ; and sure there must be good 
evidence to make any reasonable man believe It, Mr« 
Higgins * has drawn up the narrative, and sent it lo 
England, and will pawn all he is worth to make it 
good. I heartily recommend you to Cod's favour} 
and am, Wr. WILL. DUBLIN* 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

V.Y LORD, London^ Dec. 30, 1710. 

1 HAVE "just received your grace's letter of the ifth; 
and I was going however to write again to your grace^ 
not upon business, but to amuse you with something 

♦ Francis Higgins, M. A. prebendary of Christ-church itt 
Dublin, and rector of Balruddery Ui that county. He waf 
afterward presented by the grand jury of the county of Dublin, 
oh the 5thof October, 17 ii, as a sower of sedition, an! ground, 
less jealousies, among her majesty's protectant subjects. Hig- 
gins published an answer to the presentment on the 9th, wjtli- 
a testimonial of the lower Jjouse of convocation in his favour 
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from heoec, which no man wants more than your 
grace» considering the variety of other people's afiairs 
joa have always on your hands> as well as the church's 
and yoor own> whkh are the same thing. The dtike 
of Ormond told me the other day that the primate 
declined very fast, and was hardly able to sign a pa- 
per. I said, I wondered they would put him in the 
government, when every one knew he was a dying 
man this twelvemonth past. I hope, for the church's 
good, that your grace's friends will do their duty, in 
representing you as the person the kingdom wishes to 
succeed him. I know not how your dispositions stand 
that way. I know my lord president has great cre- 
dit at present, and I have understood him to be a 
friend to your grace. I can only say, I have no re. 
gard to your interest in this, but that of the church ; 
and ther^ore should be very glad to drop in a word 
where it lies in my way, if I thoug^ht it would not 
be disagreeable to you. I dread their sending a per. 
son from hence, which I shall venture to prevent with 
all the little credit I havfe, and should be glad to see 
a primate of our own kingdom and university ; and 
that is all I shall venture to say on this subject. 

Marshal Staremberg* has certainly got to Saragossa 
with 70()0 men, and the duke of Vendosmc f has 
sent him his ec^uipage. Mr. Stanhope was positive 
to part forces with Staremberg, which occasioned this 
loss; and when the battle was, they were several 
miles asunder. The duke of Marlborough was yes.^ 

And on the iQth of the said month, Henry lord Santry pre- 
sented a petition to the lord lieutenant and privy council of 
Ireland, desiring that Mr. Higgins might be turrted out of the 
commission of the peace. See a letter, dated Oct. 27, 17 ii^ 
But, after several hearings of the case, l^fore the lord lieu* 
tenant and counk.il, he was, on the .9th of November following, 
cleared ; though th6 archbishop 6t Dablin voted in the ncga* 
live against him. N. 

♦ General andcommander of the Imperial forces in Spain. F. 

+ Commander of the French. F, * 
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terday an hoar with the queen; it was set him at 
twelve at noon, when it was likely his visit shodd 
be shortest. Mr, St. John was with her just before 
and Mr. Harley jost after. The duke's behaviour 
was with the most abject submisskn ; ** that he was 
the meanest of her majesty's instruments; her.hamUe 
creature, a poor worm*;" l^c. This I had from a 
lord to whom the queen told it : for the ministers 
never tell any thing ; and it is only by picking out 
and comparing that one can. ever be the wiser for 
them. I took leave yesterday of lord Petcrborow, 
who is going in a day or two to Vienna : 1 said i 
wished he were going to Spain; he told me, ** he 
hoped his present journey would be to more purpose ;" 
and by what I can gather, they will use all means to 
make as speedy a peace a^ possible, with safety and 
honour. Lord Rivers tells me he will not set out fo^ 
Hanover this month. I asked him about his late 
reception there, because the town was full of stories 
about it; he assured me he could not desir^ a better; 
and if it were otherwise, I believe he woukl hardly be 
pitched upon to be sent again. The young people in 
parliament are very eager to have some inquiries made' 
into past managements, and are a little angry with the 
slackness of the ministry upon that artide ; they say, 
they have told those who sent them, that the queen's 
calling a new parliament was to correct and look into 
former abuses ; and if something of the latter be not 
done, they know not how to answer it. I am not 
altogether satisfied how the ministry is disposed in 
this point. Your grace has heard there was much 
talk lately of sir Richard Levenge's + design to im- 
peach lord Wharton ; and several persons of great 
consideration in the house assured me they would give 

* If the duke had that meanness, the queen laughed at 
him. N. 

f Speaker of the house of commons, and lord chief justice 
of -the queen's bench. H. 
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him all encouragement; and I have reason to knowj 
it would be acceptable to the court : but sir Richard 
is the moct timorous roan alivCf and they all begin to 
look upon him in that character, and to hope nothing 
from lum: however, they talk of some other inquiries 
when the parliaxnent meets after this recess ; and it 19 
o&cn in people's mouths that February will be a warm 
nonth ; out this I can aflirm nothing of, and I hope 
your grace will distinguish between what I affirm, and 
what I report : as to the first, you may securely count 
mpon it^ the bthei you will please to take as it i^ 
icnt^ 

Since the letter from the bishops to the duke of Or- 
nond, I have been a much cooler solicitor ; for I look 
iqpon myself no longer a deputed person. Your grace 
may be folly saltisfed that the thing is granted, be* 
fcausc I had orders to report it to you from the prime 
aiinister; the rest is form> and may be done at any 
time ; as for bringing t}ie letter over myself, I must 
again profess to your grace, that I do not rejard the 
yeputation of it at alU perhaps I might if I were in 
Iieland ; but, when I am on this side, a certain pride 
spzes me, from very different usage I meet with, which 
makes me look on things in another light : but besides 
I beg to tell your grace in confidence, that the mi. 
mstry have desired me to continue here some time 
longer, for certain reasons, that I may some time have 
the nonour to tell you. As for every body's knowipg 
what is done in the first-fruits, it was X that told it ; 
fcr, after I saw the bishops* letter, I let every one 
know it in peifect spite^ and told Mr. Harley and 
Mr. secretary St. John so. However, in humble de. 
Ibrence to your grace's opinion, and not to appear 
•nllen, I did yesterday complain to Mr. secretary St. 
John, that Mr. Harley had not yet got the letter from 
the queen to confirm the grant of the first-fruits; 
that I had lost reputation by it ; and that I took it 
Tery ill of them both ; and that their excuses of pr* 
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linmeht business, and grief for the loss in Spain,' wei^ 
what I would bear no longer. He took all I said 
Veiy well, and desired I would call on him to-monow 
morning, and he would engage^ if Mr. Harley had not 
done it, he himself would in a day or two. As sooil 
as there is any issue of this^ I shall inforni your 
grace; and I have reason to think it is a trifle they 
will not refuse me. 

I think I had from other hands some accounts of 
ttiat ridiculous plot * your ?race mentions, but it is 
not yet talked of here, neitner have any of the mi- 
nistry mentioned a word of it to me, although they 
are well apprised of some afiairs in Ireland ; for I had 
two papers given me by a great man, one about the 
sentence of the defacer^ of the statue, and the other 
about a trial before the lord chief justice Broderick^ 
for some words in the north, spoken by a clergyman 
against the queen. I suppose your grace reckons upon 
a new parliament In Ireland, with some alterations in 
the council, the law, and the revenue. Your vrace 
is the most exact correspondent I ever had, ana the 
dean of St. Patrick's directly contrary, which J hope 
you will remember to say to him upon the occasion. 

I am, with the greatest respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 

t have read over this letter, atid find several things 
relating to affairs here, that are said in perfect con- 
fidence to your grace : if they are. told again, I 
only desire it may not be known from what 
hand they came. 

• The information of Dominick Lahgton, a converted priest; 
of whom see hereafter in a letter af Oct. 27, 1711. N. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KINO. 

MY LORD, Jan^if 1710-11, 

Having writ to yoof grace 80 ]ately> I only bow 
make bold to let yoa know, that on Tu^ay I was to 
wait. <m Mr. secretary St. John, who told me from 
Mr. Harley, that I need not to be in pain about the 
flrst-fruits, for the warrant was drawn in order toward 
a patent ; but must pass two several forms, and take 
up some time, for the queen designs to make a grant 
by her letters patent. I shall take all due methods to 
hasten it asiar as I am able ; but in these cases they are 
gene^y pretty tedious, Mr. Harley likewise sent me 
the s»ne aay> by another person, the same message. I 
djned with nitn about four days ago ; but there being 
much oompanyj and he going away in haste pretty sooa 
after dinner, he had not time to tell me sd himself. In* 
deed he has been so ready to do every thing in this mat* 
ter as I would have him, that he never needed pressing ; 
which, considering both the weiglit and difficulty of 
affairs at present on his shoulders, is very extiaordi, 
nary, and what I nev^r met from a great minister 
before. I had thought, and so Mr. Harley tdd me, 
that the oueen would have sent a letter to the bishops ^ 
but thi» 18 a shorter way, and I hope your grace will 
lie it. I am, with the greatest respect, my lord. 
Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant) 

J. SWIFT. 

I am told from a good hand, that in a short time the 
house of commons will fall upon some inquiries into 
the late management. 

I took leave yesterday of lord Peterborow, who, I 
suppose, i« this day set out on his jourftey to Vi. 
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enna * ; he is a little discoaraged> and told me^ be 
did not hope $>r any great success in what he went 
upon. He is one of those many who are nuditiljr 
bent apoQ having .some such inquiries made as I have 
mentioned* 



FROM MR. SECRETARY ST- JOHM+. 

Sunday J past t<wtJ<ve, Jan. 7* 171 0. 1 1. 

There are few things I would be more industrious 
to bring about than opportunities of seeing you* 
Sinc6 yoa was here in the morning, I have found 
means of putting off the engagement I was under 
for to-morrow ; so that I expect you to dine witli 
me at three o'clock. I send you this early notice^ to 
prevent you from any other appointment. 1 am ever, 
jwereDdsifj your obedient humble servant, 

H* ST. JOHN. 



TO MR. SECRETARY ST. JOHN. 

SIR, Jam. 7, 1710.11* 

Though I should not value such, usage from a 
secretary oi state, and a gifeat minister; yet w^n I 
consider the person it comes from, I can endure it no 
longer. I would have you know, sir, that if Ac 
queen eave you a dukedom and the garter to-morrow, 
with the treasury staFat the end of them, I would 
regard you no more than if you were not worth a 

♦ Dr. Swift repeats this passage in the Journal to Steila, of 
Jan. 4, 17 10- 1 1. N. 

f Then principal secretary of state for the Southern pro- 
vinccs, N. 



d by Google 



LETTERS TO AND FROM DR* SWIFT. 133 

Croat* I could almost resolve, in spite, not to find 
Suit with my victuals, or be quarrelsome to-morrow 
at your table : but if I do not take the first ot>portu. 
nity to let all the world know some qualities in you 
<hsLt you take most care to hide, may my right.hand 
forget its cunning. After which threatening, believe 
roe, if you please, to be with the greatest respect^ 
Sir, your most obedient, most obliged, 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT, 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

REVEREND SIR, Dutlifi, Jan. 9, l/lO-ll. 

I RECEIVED your*s of December the 30th by the 
last packets ; it found roe in the extremity of the 
gout, which is the more cruel, because I have not had 
a fit of it for two years and a half. I strain myself 
to give you an answer to-night, apprehending that 
a^ both^ my feet and knees are already afiPedled, roy 
hands roay perhaps be so by the next post ; and then^ 
perhaps, I may not be able to answer you in a month, 
which might lose me some part of the praise you give 
me as a good correspondent. 

As to my lord primate, he is much better since he 
was pat into the government, and I reckon his life 
may be longer than mine; .but, with God's help^ 
hereafter I will say more on this subject. 

As to what isVeported o£ Mr. Stanhope's obstinacy, 
I demur, till satisfied how far the kindness to him^ 
as a manager, influences the report. 

We have received an answer from his grace the 
duke of Ormond to our letter. It is in a very authen. 
tick and solenm form, '' that his grace will take a 
** proper time to lay our request before her naajesty, 

VOL, X7. K 
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^* and know her pleasure on it." By which I con- 
clude two things ; firsts that his grace is not informed 
of any grant her majesty has made; for if he had, he 
would have applied immediately and sent it ; and then 
it would have passed for his^ and he would have had the 
merit of it. Secondly, that his grace is in no haste about 
it. And therefore let the beseech you to solicit and press 
it, and e;et the letter dated, as when first it was pro- 
mised; Dut I confess I have still some scruple in my 
mind about it. 

■ I acknowledge yon have not been treated with due 
regard in Ireland, for which there is a plaip reason> 
pr€egra*vat Mrtes infra se p^nttaiy 13 c, I am glad you 
meet with more due returns where you are : and as 
this is the time to make some use of your interest for 
yourself, do not forget it. 

We have published here a character of the earl of 
Wharton*, late lotd lieutenant 6f Ireland. I have so 
much charity and justice as to tondemn all such pro- 
ceedinga. If a eovemor behave himself ill, let him 
be complained ot and punished ; but to wound any 
man thus in the dark »♦♦♦»♦•♦» 
• .« * « • • »^ When this is over, they may- 
do what they please ; and sure it will please them to 
• see the croHir stripped of her rappareed feathers. We 
begin to be in pam for the duke of Marlborough. 

I hear an answer is printing to the carl of Wharton's 
character. Pray was there ever such Ikeiitiousness of 
the press as at this time ? Will the parliament not 
think of curbing it ? I heartily recommend you, ^r. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAME. 

Jan. la, 1710-11. 

My goat gives me l^ave yet to answ'^t your's of the 
4th ihstant, which was very' acceptable to me ; be- 

« See it in the fourth volume of this collection. N. 
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cause I find by it $oine farther steps are made in out 
business* I believe it will take up some time and 
thoughts to frame a warranty and muck more a patent 
for such an affair *. Except your lawyers there be of 
another htimour than ours here, they will not write 
a line without their fees ; and therefore I should think 
it necessary some fund should be thought of to fee 
them. If you think this motion pertinent, I can 
think of no other way at present to answer it, than^ 
if you think it necessary^ to allow you to draw upon 
me> and my bill to this purpose^ less than 100/. snail 
be punctually answered. I write thus, because I have 
no notion how such a thing should pass the offices 
Ivithout some mone^ ; and I have aii entire •onfidence 
in yoU| that you will lay out no more than what is 
necessary. 

I think your ministers perfectly right to avoid all 
inquiry, and every thing that would embroil them* 
To appeal to the mob, that can neither inquire nor 
judge, is a proceeding, that I think the common sense 
of mankind should condemn. Perhaps he may dc* 
serve this usage ; but a good man may fall under the 
same. 

' We expect a new parliament, and many changes } 
bift I believe some we hear of will not be. 

Your observation of the two sentences + is just. 
You will pardon this disiointed letter. I believe my 
respects are better than the expressions here. 

I am, C^r. 

WILL, DUBLIN. 

* The ))atent was complettd Feb. 7. See Journal to Srella, 
Feb. 9, 1710-11. N. 

+ Those mentioned in Swift's letter of Dec. 30, 1710. N. 
K2 
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TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

UY LOEOj Fei 1710-11. 

I ENVY none of the auecii's subjects' so much as 
those who ar^ abroad; ana I desire toknow^ wh6ther, 
as great a spul as your lordship has» you did not ob- 
serve your mind to open and enlarge, after yon werp 
some leagues at sea, and had left off* breathing party 
air* I am apt to think this schism in politicks has 
cloven our understandings, and left us but just half thtf 
good sense that blazed in our adlions ; and we see the 
tScct it has had upon our wit and learning, which are 
crumbled into pamphlets and penny papers. The Oc- 
tober club, which was in its rudiments when your lord- 
ship left us, is now growing up to be a party by itself^ 
and begins to rail at the ministry as much as the whigs 
do, but from topicks directly contrary. I am some- 
times talked into frights, and told that all 13 ruined ; 
but am immediately cured when I see any of the mi« 
nistry ; not from the satisfaction they give me in any 
one point, but because I see them so perfectly easy, 
and I believe' they could not be so if they had any 
fear at heart. My comfort is, they are persons of great 
abilities, and they are engaged in a ^good cause. And 
what is one very good circumstance, as I told thr^ of 
tKcm the other day, they seem heartily to love one 
another, in spite of the scandal of inconstancy which 
court friendships lie under. And I can affirm to your 
lordship, they heartily love you too ; which I take 
to be a great deal more than when they assure you so 
themselves : for even statesmen will sometimes dis. 
cover their passions, especially their good ones. 

Here is a pamphlet come out, called ff A Letter to 
Jacob Banks," showing that the liberty of Sweden 
was destroyol by the principle of passive obedience. 
I know not whether his quotation be fair, but the 
piece is shrewdly written; and in my opinion, not to 
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be answered, otherwise than hy disclaiming that sort 
of passive obedience which the toriesare charged with. 
This dispute would soon be ended> if the dunces who 
write on each side, would plainly tell us what the ob^ 
ject of this passive obedience is in our country : for, I 
dare swekr, nine in ten of the whigs will allow it to 
be the legislature, and as many of the tories deny it 
^ to the prince alone ; and I hardly ever saw a whig and 
tory together, whom I could not immediately re. 
concile on that article, when I made them explain 
themselves. 

My lord, the queen knew what she did, when she 
sent your lordship to spur up a dull northern court : 
yet, I confess I had rather have seen that activity of 
mind and body employed in conquering another king, 
dom, or the same over again. I am, my lord, ^r. 



FROM MR- NELSON* TO DR. SWIFT. 
REVEREND SIR, Asi^fFeduesdaj, Feb. 22, 1710-11. 

1 BEG leave to put you in mind of the inscription, 
which you are to prepare for the earl of Berkeley's 
monumentf. My lady dowager has determined to have 
it in Latin ; so that I hope you want no farther direc- 
tions toward the finishing of it. The workman calls 
upon me for it, which is the reason of this trouble 
given you, by, reverend sir, your most humble servant, 

ROBERT NELSON. 
[On the back of this letter is the following first draft 

of the intended inscription^, in the handwriting of , 

Dr. Swift.] 

♦ Mr. Nelson had marriedthe earl of Berkeley's 8ister,lady. 
Theophila, the relict of sir Kingsmill Lacy. She died ui 
1705. N. f In Berkeley.churcn, Gloucestershire. N 

i See the complete inscription, amojig the Ddb's poetical 
writings, in vol. x. N, 
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f' H. S. E. 

** Carolus comes de Berkeley, vicecomes de Dursley, 
baro Berkeley de castro de Berkeley, dominus Mou- 
bray, Segrave, et Brpce; dominus locumteneps comi- 
tatus Glocestriae ; civitatis Glocestriae magnus senes- 
challus ; guardianus de forestd de Dean ; c^stos rotu. 
lorum comitatus de Surrey ; et reginas Annas a secre- 
tioribus consiliis. Ob fidem spectatam, Hi^arum 
peritiem, et prudentiam, a rege Gulielmo III, able- 
gatus et plenipotentiarius ad prdines fcederati Belgii 
per quinaue annos arduis reipublicas negotiis foeliciter 
invigilavit, Ob qu2e merita ab eodem rege,{vivente 
adbuc patre) in maj^atum numerum ad^criptus, et 
consiliarius a secretis factus ; et ad Hibemiam secun- 
dus inter tres summos justiciarios missus. Denique 
legatus extraordinarius designatus ad Turcarum impe- 
rium: et postea, regnante Annn, ad Cxsarem able- 
gatus : quas munia, ingravescente valetudine et senec- 
tu^e, obire nequiit. Natus Londini, KJ-i:*}. Obiit 
1710, actat. 6*2.** 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, .London^ March 8, 1710-11. 

1 WRITE to your grace under the greatest dis- 
turbance of mind for the publick and myself •• A 
gentleman came in where I dined this afternoon, and 
told us Mr. Harley was stabbed, and some confused 
particulars. I immediately ran to secretary St. John's 
bard by, but nobody was at home ; I met Mrs. St. 
John in her chair, who could not satisfy me, but was 
in pain about the secretary, who, as she heard, had 
killed the murderer. I went strait to Mr. Harley 's, 
where abundance of people were to inquire. I got 

* See Joumal to Stella, of the saso/e date. N. 
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young Mr. Harley , to m^ ; he said his father was 
asleepv and they hoped in no danger, and then told 
roe the fact« as I shall relate it to your grace. Thit 
day. the marquis de Guiscard was taken up for high 
treason* by a warrant of Mr. St. John, and examined 
before a committee of council in Mr., St. John's office ; 
where were present, the dukes of Ormond, Bucking* 
ham, Shrewsbury, earl Powlet, Mr. Harley, Mr, 
St. John, and others. During examination, Mr. 
Harley observed Guiscard, who stood behind him, 
but on one side, swearing and looking disrespectfully* 
He told him he ought to behave himself better, whil^ 
he wa3 examined for such a crime. Guiscard imme* 
diately drew a penknife out of hi$ pocket, which h« 
had picked out of some of the offices, and reaching 
round, stabbed him just under the breast, a little to 
the right side; but it pleased God that the point 
stopped at one of the ribs, and broke short half an 
inch. Immediately Mr. St. John rose, drew . his 
sword, and ran it into Guiscard's breast. Five or 
SIX more of the council drew, and stabbed Guiscard 
in several places: but the earl Powlet called out, for 
God's sake, to spare Guiscard's life, that he might be 
made an example 3 and Mr, St. John's sword was 
taken from him and bpke ; and the footmen without 
ran in, and bound Guiscard, who begged he might be 
killed immediately ; and they say, called out three or 
four times, " My lord Ormond, my lord Orroond." 
They say, Guiscard resisted, them a while, until the 
footmen came in. Immediately Bucier the surgeon 
was s^nt foflL who dressed Mr. Harley : and he was 
sent home. The wound bled fresh, and they do not 
apprehend him in danger: he said, wh^ he came 
home, he thought himself in none ; and when I was 
there he was asleep, and they did not find him at all 
feverish. He has been ill this week, and told me last 
Saturday, he found himself much out of order, and 
has been abroad but twice since; so that the only 

Digitized by Google 



140 LETTF.RS TO AND FROM DK. SWIFT. 

danger i8> lest his being out^ of order should, with th« 
wound, put him in a tever ; and I shall be in nighty 
pain till to-morrow morning. I went back to poor 
Mrs. St. John, who told me, her husband was with 
my lord keeper*, at Mr. Attorney's +, and she said 
something to me very remarkable : " that going to- 
day to pay her duty to the queen, when all the men 
and ladies were dressed to make their appearance, this 
being the dajr of the queen's accession, the lady of the 
bedchamber in waiting told her the queen had not been 
at church, and saw no company; yet, when she in- 
quired her health, they said she was very well, only 
had a little cold." We conceive, the queen's reason 
for not goin^ out, might be something about this 
seizing of Guiscard for high treason, and that perhaps 
there was some plot, or something extraordinary. 
Your grace must have heard of this Guiscard : he fled 
from France for villanies there, and was thought on 
to head an invasion of that kingdom, but was not 
liked. I know him well, and think him a fellow of 
little consequence, although of some cunning, and 
much villany. We passed by one another this day in 
the Mall, at two o'clock, an hour before he was taken 
up ; and I wondered he did not speak to me. 

I write all this to your grace, because I believe you 
would desire to know a uue account oi so important 
an accident; and besides, I know you will have a 
thousand fake ones ; and I believe every, material cir. 
cumstance here is true, having it from young Mr. 
Harley. I met sir Thomas Mansel (it w^ Yheh after 
six this evening) and he and Mr. Prioiwd me, they 
had just seen Guiscard carried by in a cnair, with a 
. strong guaid, to Newgate, or the Press-yard. Time, 
perhaps, will show who was at the bottom of all this ; 
out nothing could happen so unluckily to England, at 
this juncture, as Mr. Harley's death, when he has all 

♦ Sir Simon Harcourt. N. f Sir John Trcvpr. N. 
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the schemes for the greatest parr of the supplies In his 
heady and the parliament cannot stir a step without 
him. Neither caii I altogether forget myself, who, 
in him, should lose a person I have more obligations 
to than any other in this kingdom ; who has always 
treated me with the tenderness of a parent, and never 
refused me any £ivQur I asked for a friend : therefore 
I hope your grace will excuse the disorder of this 
letter. I was intending, this night, to write one of 

another sort* 1 roust needs say, one great reason 

writing these particulars to yoiir grace was, that you 
might be able to give a true account of the fact, which 
will be some sort of service to Mr. Harley. I am, 
jwith the greatest respect, my lord, 

Your grace's most dutiful 
N and most humble servant, 

J.SWIFT. 

I have read ov^r what I writ, and find it confused 

and incorrect, which your grace must impute to the 

violent pain of mind I am in, greater than ever I 

felt in my life. It must have lieen the utmost 

height of desperate guilt which could have spirited 
tha( wretch to such an action. I have not heard 
whether his wounds are dangerous ; but I pray God 
he may recover, to receive his reward, and that we 
may learn the bottom of his villany. . It is not 
above ten days ago, that I was interceding with 
the secretary in his behalf, because I heard he was 
just starving ; but the secreury assured me he had 
' 400L a year pension. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 
REVEREND SIR, Dublin^ March 17> 1710-1 J, 

I RETURN you my thanks for your's of the 8th 
instant, I do not wonder, that you were in some 
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confusion when you wrote it ; for I assure you I read 
it with great horrour^ which such a fact is apt to create 
in every body, that is not hardened in wickedness. I 
received several other letters with narratives of the 
samtf and saw some, that came to other hands ; but 
none so particular, or that could be so well depended 
upon, I observe, that, among them all, there is no 
account of the matters laid to Guiscard's charge, of 
his design, or how he came to be discovered. I sup- 
pose those are ytt secrets, as it is fit they should be. 
1 do remember something of this GuiscSrd, and that 
he was to head an invasion ; ^nd that he published a 
very foolish narrative ♦ ; but neither remember exactly 
the time, or under what ministry it was, or who were 
his patrons. It seems convenient, that these should 
be known ; because it is reported, that Mr. Harley 
9nd Mr. St. John were those who chiefly counte- 
nanced him, and he their peculiar favourite. On« 
would think this should convince the world, that Mr. 
Harley is not in the French interest, but it has not yet 
had that effect with all : nay, some whisper the case 
of Fenius Rufus, and Scevinus i^ the 1.5th book of 
Tacitus, accensis indie thus ad prodendum Fenmm Ru- 
fum^ quern tundem eouscium et inquisitor em non tolera- 
bant, Mr. St. John is condemned for wounding 
Guiscard ; and had he killed him, there would not hate 
wanted some to suggest, that it was done on purpose, 
lest he should tell tales. 

We had a strange piece of news by last packet, that 
the address to her majesty met with but a cold recep- 
tion from one party in the house of commons; and 
that all the lords, spiritual and temporal of that party, 
went out when it passed in the lords' house. But I 
make it a rule, never to believe party news, except I 
have it immediately from a sure hand. 

* The marquis de Guiscard's Memoirs were published with 
a dedication to queen Aiuie, dated at the Hague, May lo, 
1705. B. 
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I was in hopes to have heard something of our first, 
fruits and twentieth parts; but I doubt that matter 
sleeps, and that it will be hard to awaken it. 

You will expect no news from home. Wc eat and 
drink as we used to do. The parties are tolerably- 
silent, but those for the late nfiinistry seem to be 
united, keep much together, and are so wise as not to 
make much noise ; nor have I heard any thing of their 
sentiments of late, only what has happened on this 
accident. I heartily recommend you to God's cafe* 

I am, &c. WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM LORD PETERBOROW. 

FOR THE REV. DR. SWIFT, BISHOP OF, OR DEAN OP, 
ETC. 

SIR, Vienna, Jfril IS, 1711. 

1 HAVE often with pleasure reflected upon the glo- 
rious possibilities of the English constitution ; but I 
must apply to politicks a French expression appropriated 
by them to beauty : there is a je ne sfai quoi among 
us, which makes us troublesome with our learning 
disagreeable with our wit, poor with our wealth, and 
insignificant with our power. 

I could never despise any body for wliat they have 
not, and am only provoked, when they make not the 
right use of what they have. This is the greatest 
mortification, to know the advantages we have by 
art and riature, and see them disappointed by self-con- 
ceit and faction. What patience could bear the dis- 
appointment of a good scheme by the October club? 

I have with great uneasiness received imperfect ac- 
counts cf disagreement among ourselves. The party 
we have to struggle with has strength enough to re^ 
quire our united emieavours. We should not attack 
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their firm body like Hussars. Let the victory be se- 
cure before we quarrel for the spoib ; let it be consi- 
'dered whether their yoke were easy, or their burden 
light. What ! must there ever be in St. Stephen's 
chapel, a majority either of knaves or fools ? 

But seriously, I have long apprehended the effects 
of that universal corruption, which has been improved 
with so much care, and has so fitted us for the tyranny 
designed, that we are grown I fear insensible of sla- 
very, and almost unworthy of liberty. 

The gentlemen, who give you no other satisfaction 
in politicks than the appearances of ease and mirth, I 
wish I could partake with them in their good humour ; 
but tokay itself has no effect upon me while I spe af- 
fairs so unsettled; Miction so strong, and credit so 
weak ; and all services abroad under the utmost diffi. 
culties by past miscarriages and present want of mo- 
ney 5 but we are told here, that in the midst of vic- 
tory, orders are given to sound a parley, I will say 
a retreat. Give me leave to tell the churchman, that 
there is not in • • • ♦ • ♦+. 

I have rid the resty horse you say they gave me, 
in ploughed lands, tilj I have made him tame. I wish 
they manage the dulLjades as well at home, and get 
them forward either with a whip or spur. I depend 
much upon the three you mention t ; if they remem. 
ber me with kindness, I am their* soy the two strong, 
est ties, I love them, and hate their enemies. 

Yet you seem to wish me other work. It is time 
the statesmen employ me in my own trade, not theirs. 
If they have nothing else for me to subdue, let me 
command against that rank whiggish puppttshow. 
Those junto pigmies, if not destroyed, will grow up 
to giants. Tell St. John, he must find me work in 
the old world or the new. ' 

I find Mr. Harley forgets to make mention of the 

+ Some words are here erased. N. 

•:( Probably H«irley, Harcourt, andBoluigbrokc, N, 
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ttost important part of my letter to him ; which was 
to let him know, that I expected immediately for one 
, i)T. Swift, a leaa bishoprick, or a fat deanery." If 
you happen to meet that gentleman at dinner, tell 
him, that he has a friend out of the way of doing him 
gOod| 'bat that he woiildi if he could ; whose name is 

PETERBOROW. 



to ARCHBISHOP KING. 
. MY LORD, London, April 10, I7II. 

1 HAD lately the honour of a letter from your 
grace, and waited to acknowledge it iintil something ' 
material should happen, that might recompense ti^ 
trouble. My ocfcasion of writing to you al preset is 
'purely personal to your grace. A report was begin- 
ning to run here, by some letters from Ireland, that 
your grace had applied the passagtf" you mention ot 
Kuilis, in a speech You made to youf clergy, which 
I Tcntured to contradict, as an impossibility, and in- 
cbnsbtent with your general Opinioni and what wa$ in 
your letter. Mr. Southwell and Mr. Dopping were 
of the same mind ;. and the former says, he h^ writ 
to your grace about it. I should have thought no 
more of the matter, but let it spend Hke an idle story 
bek)w notice : only dining last Ji^nday with one of the 
piincipal secretaries of stale, he gave me a letter to 
read, which he had just r^ceiv^dlrom the printer of 
the newspaper called The Postboys in which w^s. a 
transcript of a letter from Dublin ; and the secretary ^ 
bein^ mentioned in that traiisctipt, the man would not 
publish it without his adv-ke. ^Ic contained an ac 
coaot how the news of Mr. Harley's being stabbed 
had been, received b^' the whigs la Dublin : d[ which - 
he produced some instances.. lli«n he mentions the pas* 
t|^e out of Tacituii, and concludes thus : ^* The first 
vox.. Xt. . o 
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that mentioned it wvs the archbishop of Dublinj who 
took notice of it first at a meeting of his clcTgy ; and 
afterward, in the hearing of several personsj was re« 
primanded for it in ,« civil though sharp mannert hy 
ope of the chief ministers there^ well known for h^s 
steady loyalty to her majesty, and hb zealous service 
to xhe church of Englandi under her late perilous^ 
trial." I immediately told the secretarv, that I knew 
this must be false and miscqpresented, and that he 
must give me leave to scratch out that passage, which 
I accordingly did ; and for &ar of any mbtake, I 
made him give me afterward the whole letter, that I 
might have it in my power. The next day I sent fer 
the printer, and told nim what I had dene i and upon 
farther tbooghu I stifled the whole letter, and the se^ 
creury approved of it. I likewise told the prtn^i^ 
that when he had any thing rdating to Ireland, I had 
the secretary's order (which was true) to send it me, that 
he might not do injurjr tomen's^ reputations^ by what 
was r^rescated to mm (nm ignorant or malicious ' 
hands tn that kiogdon* The letter was to have been : 
primed this day in The Postboy, with that conclusion, 
reflecting on your grace, which is happily prevented ; > 
for, altmHigh ^our character and station ^ce you 
above the malice of little peopk, yet your ftic^xls 
would be extremely concerned to see your name made : 
so bold with in a comoKm newsfMfer. 

I humbly hope ytm gr^ct wiU not disapprove of . 
what J have done : at least, I have gratified my own 
inclination, in the deufe of serving you ; aod besides* 
had the opportunity of giving Mr. Secretary some . 
part of your character. 

I dare lay a wager, that all this luqppencd by the 
gross mderstand^im of some people, who misunder^ . 
btood and misappGed soipething very innocent that 
came firom your grace* I most be so bold to say, thea: 
people in that kingdom do very ill understand raillery. 
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I can rally much safer here with a great jninister of 
state or a dachessi thati I dunt do there with an attor* 
Dey or his wife. And I can venture to^ rally with 
your grace, although I could not do it with many of 
your clergy. I. myself have been a witness, wheri 
want of common sense has made people offended with 
. your grace, where they ought to nave been the most 
pleased. I say things every day at the best tables, 
which I should be turned out of company for if I were 
in Ireland. 

Here is one Mr* Richardson, a clergyman, who is 
soliciting an a^ir which I find your grace approves*; 
and therefore I do him all the service 1 can in it. 

We are now full of the business of the Irish yarn : 
' and I attend atnon^ the rest, to engage the members 
I am acquainted with, in our interest. To-morrow we 
expect it will come on. 

1 will shortly write to your grace some account how 
public affairs stand; we hope Mr. Harley will be well 
m a week. 

We have news from Brussels that the dauphin is 
dead of an apoplexy* I am, with the greatest re* 
spect, my lord. 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most bumble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 
I wish your grace would enclose your commands to me, 
directed to Erasmus Lewis, esq., at my lord Dart- 
mouth's office at Whitehall ; for I have left off go* 
ing to cofie-houses. 

^ The printing of Irish Bibles. l<f, 
02 
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FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

REVEREND SIlLy Duhlix, April U, 1/11. 

I HAD the favour of 7our*s of the 10th instant, by 
which I unJerstand how much 1 am obliged to you 
for the justice you did me as to the report you let me 
know was about to be printed in the Postboy, relating 
to Mr. Harley. 

I think there is no man in this kingdom, on which 
such a report could be fixed with less colour of truth, 
having been noted for the particular regard I have al-. 
ways had for him. I have suffered in some cases too, 
for my zeal to defend him in the worst of times ; for 
I confess I never could, with patience, bear the treat., 
ment he met with in Gregg's affair. The truth is, 
when I received the news of this last barbarous attempt 
made on him, I with indignation insulted some, with 
whom I used to dispute about the former case, and 
asked them, whether they would now suspect that he 
was in the conspiracy to stab himself? The turn thejr 
gave it was what I wrote to you, that they imagined 
he might be in it notwithstanding that : and that his 
discovering Guiscard, and pressing so hard on the exa- 
mination, was the thing that provoked the man to 
such a degree of rage, as appeared in that villanous act. 
And they instanced the story of Piso in Tacitus,, and 
the passage of Rufuy. I know very well that they 
did not believe themselves, and among other things I 
applied that passage of Hudibras, he, that beat's out 
his brains, &c.* I believe I have ^old this l>assage to 
several as an example, to show into whaj absurdities 
the power of prejudice, malice, and faction wilV lead 
some men, I nope with good effect ; and added, as 
several gentlemen that heard me can witness, that it 
was a strange thing, that Mr, Harley should discover 

* *< But he that hangs, or beats out*s brains. 
The devii's in him, if h« fei^s.'* 
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Gregg) and have him haiigcd, and yet be'sospected to 
be partaker of his crime ; but altogether unaccounta- 
ble, that in a cause, wherein his life was so barbarout- 
ly struck at, it wa^ a thousand to one if he escaped, he 
should still be under the suspicion of being a party with 
his murderer ! so that I could never imagi.ne, that any 
one should report, that I spoke my own sense in a 
matter wherein I expressed so great an abhorrence, 
both of the fact, and the vile comment made upon it. 

As to any speech at the meeting T)f the clergy, or 
any reprimand given me by any person on this account^ 
it s all, assure yourself, pure invention. v 

I am sensible of the favour you did me, in prevent- 
ing the publishing'of such a false report, and am most 
thankful to Mr. Secretary St. John for stopping it. I 
have not the honour to be known to him, otherwise I 
would give him the trouble of a particular acknow- 
ledgement. As to Mr. Harley, I have had the hap- 
piness to have some knowledge of him, and received 
some obligations from him, particularly on the act 
count of my act of parliament, that I obtained for the 
restitution of Seatown to the sec of Dublin. I aU 
ways had a great honour for him, and expected great 
good from his known abilities, and zeal for the com- 
mon interest ; and as I believe he was the principal 
instrument of settling things on the present foot, so I 
believe every one, that wishes well to these kingdoms^ 
is satisfied, that there is not any man, whose death 
would be a greater loss to the publick than his. Th^ 
management of this parliament has, if not reconciled 
his worst enemies to hi: , at least silenced them ; and 
it is generally believed that his misfortune has much 
retarded publick affairs* 

I partly can guess who writ the letter you mention^r 
it must be one of two or three, whose business it is 
to invent a lie, and throw dirt, ev«r since I was oblig- 
ed by my duty to call them ta account for their negli- 
gence and ill practices : they have published and ai$. 
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persed teveral libeUous prints against me, in one of 
which I marked fcfty-threc downright falsehoods in 
matters of fact. In another, it Is true, ther^ was 
•nly owe such ; the whole and everjr part of it, from 
beginning to end, being pure inventfai) and falsehood. 
But, to my comfdrt^ they are despised by all good 
men ; and I IMcc myself nothing less for being the ob- 
ject of their hate. You will excuse this long letter, 
and I hope I may, by next, apprise ^oq with some- 
thing of consequence. In the mean time, I heartily 
recommend you, &c. 

WILLIAM DUBLIN. 
I held my visitation on the pth instant, where you 
were excused*, as absent on the piblick business of 
the church. 

TO THE EARL OF PETERBOROW. 

MY LORD, May 4, 1? 1 L 

I HAVE had the honour of your lordship's letter, and 
by the first lines of it hare made a discovery that 
your lordship is come into the world about eifi;hteen 
hiiidrcd years too late, and was born about half a do- 
2en degrees too far to the North, to employ that pub- 
lick virtue I always heard you did possess: which is 
now v^olly useless, and which those very few that 
have it are forced to lay aside, when they would have 
business succeed. • 

'Is it not some comfort, my lord, that you meet 
with the same degeneracy of manners, and the same 
neglect of the pubiick, amon£ the honest Germans, 
though in the philosopher's phrase, dificrently modi- 
fied ? and I hope, at kast, we have one advantage, to 
be more polite in our corruptions than they. 

Our divisions run farther than perhaps your lord- 

• For his prebend of Dunlaven ; (see April 17, 1710.}^ 
Bis Uvings were in the diocese of Meath. N. t 
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'Ai^f imeUigeixre has yet itifortntd vou of: thai i^ 
& trmnvinite of our friends whom I ^ve mentioned 
to jaa : I have told them me|fe than once» upon occa'* 
sion : <' That all my hopes of their succeu depended 
*< on their union ; that I saw they loved one another^ 
5' and hoped they would continue ity to remore that 
*^ scandal of inconstancy ascribed to court friend* 
** ships/' I am not now so secnret I care not to say 
SMMt on such a subject, and even this etttre nous, Mf 
credit ts not of a si2e to d') any service on such an oo» 
casion : but as little as it is, I am so ill a politician^ 
that I will venture the loss of it to prevent this mis^ 
chief; die consequence of which I am as gOod a judge 
of as any minister ^f state, and perhaps a better, l£. 
cause I am not one. 

When you writ your letter, you had not heard of 
Guiscard's attempt on Mr.Harley: supposing yoii 
know all the circumstances, I shall not descant upon 
it. We believe Mr. Harley will soon be treasurer^ 
and be of the house of peers ; and then we imagine 
the court will begin to deal out eniployments, for 
which everf October member is a candidate ; and con* 
sequently nine in t^ must be disappointed i the efitkt 
of. whidi we may find in the next session. Mr. Har- 
ley was yesterday to open to the house the ways he 
bas thoi^t of, to raise funds fbt securing the nnpro« 
vided d£x% of the nation ; and we are all impatient to 
know what his proposals are. 

A» to the impeitect account you say yoxx have re^ 
ceived of disagreement amonr oursdves, your lordship 
knows thiit the names of whig and tqry have quite 
altered their meanings. All who were for turniog 
out the late ministry, we now generally call torics i 
and in that sense, I think it pUin that these are among 
the tories three ditfetent inteietts: one, of those, I 
mean the ministry, who agree with /oar lordship anft 
me, in a steady management for pursuing the true in^ 
terest of the nation ; another is, tliat of warmer head^j 
as the October club and their adherents without dooiF 
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and a third is, I fear^ of those who, as yonr lordship 
expresses it^ would sound a parley, and who woald 
make fair weather in case of a change ; and some of 
these last are not inconsiderable » 
- Nothing can be more obliging than your lordship's 
remembering to mention me in your letters to Mr* 
Harley and Mr. St. Johny when you are in the midst 
of such great affairs. I doubt I shall Want such an 
advocate as *yodr lordship; for I belieVe, every man 
who has modesty or merit, is but an ill one for hiro* 
self, i desire but the smallest of those titles you ?tve 
xwt on the outside of your letter. My ambition is to 
live in £lrgland, and with a competency to support mft 
with honour. The ministry know by this time whe- 
ther I am worth keeping ; and it is easier to provide 
for ten mep in the church, than one in a civil employ, 
ment. 

But I renounce EneUnd and deaneries, without a 
promise from your lordshipf'' under your owh hand and 
seal, that I shall have liberty to attend you whenever 
I please. I foresee we shall have a peace next year, 
Vy the same sagacity that I have often foreseen when 
I was young. I must leave the town in a week, be. , 
cause my money is gone, and t can borrow no more-. 
Peace ^ will bring your lordship home; and we must 
have you to adorn your country, when you shall be no 
longer wanted to defend it. I am^ my brd, &:c. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MT LORD^, Chelsea, May 10, 1711. 

I HAVE had your gncc's letter, of April if), some 
time Ie^ me, bat deferred my answer until I could give 
some account of what use- I had made of it. I went 
immediately to Mr. Secretary St. John, and- read most 
of it to him; he was extremely satisfied, and very 
glad that scandaloos accomit, desired to be printed 
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in ♦* The Past hoy," was «i}^fe$$ed. Mr, Harley was 
not then quite well enough ; so I ventured {and hope 
your grace will not disapprove it) to show your letter 
to a gentleman who has a gre^it respect for your gract> 
and who told me several others of Ireland were pos- 
sessed of that report. I trusted the letter with^ hiin, 
and gave him leave to read it to them, which he told 
roe he did, and ** that fhe^ were all entirely - con- 
vinced :" and indeed, as far as I can find, the report 
is quite blown over, and has left no impressioo. While 
your grace's letter was out of my hands, dining with 
Mr. Harley, he said to me, almost as soon as*he saw 
me, *' How came the archbishop of Diiblio and I ta 
£ill out V\ I told him " Lknew what he meant j.bttt 
your grace was altogether misrepresented ; andit n^ust 
come from some infamous rascals, of which ihtst never 
wants a set in that kingdom, who make it their busi* 
ness to send wrong characters here," &c,/ He an- 
swered, " that he believed and knew it was a^I said.'' 
I added, '< that I had the honour to be -loDg. k^own to 
your grace, and that you were the last man in the king. ' 
doiii upon whom such a report could be fixed with any 
probability; and that, since he was please4 ^ men*" 
tion this matter first, he must give me leave, the next 
time I saw him, to read a letter I had from yoor 
grace in answer to one of mine, wherein I had told 
you of such a report. He said, " there was no need, 
for he firmly believed me." I answered smiling, •< that 
should not do, for I would never suffer a person for 
whom I had so great an esteem, to lie under the 
least suspicion of any thing wrong." Last Saturday, 
after dinner, I was again to wait on him. On that 
day of the week, my lord keeper, my lord Rivers, 
and Mr, Secretary St. John, always used to dine with 
him before this accident; and sometimes they used tp 
let rat be of the company. This was the first Satur- 
day they had met since his recovery ; and I was in 
such joy to see the old club met again, that it afieas 
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me still, as ymn (race sees hf my impertinence m 
fdixifig it with an account that onT^ rdafes to yoorself. 
1 lead those parts of four letter to him which I thought 
pr6per9 aadboth he and the conifxiny did very frankly 
acquit ytnar grace ; and Mr. Harley in panicolar spoke 
a i^ood deal of his respect and ctteem for you ; and then 
he lepcatedi *' that it was no new thing to receive 
lies Mm Ireland :" which I doubt ia so true, that no 
man of distinction in that kingdom is safe ; and I 
wish it were possible to take some course to prevent 
the eriL 

As Sh libels upon your grace, hating my concern 
fer the sMis of tne writers, I should give you joy of 
tbte. Yon would less deserve vour sution, if knaves 
and feok did not hate you ; and while these sects eon- 
ttmie, may your grace and all good men be the object 
of their aversion. 

My lord keeper, Mr. Harley, and one or two 
more, m immediately to be made peers: the town 
has been expecting it for some time, although the court 
make k vet a seeret ; but I can assure your graceof 
the truth, for the preambles to their patents are noir 
drawirtg, and I saw a Tery handsome one for Mn 
Harley^. Y<m*ll please not to memion ^his particular, 
akhottgh it will be soon poUiek, b«t it is yet kept 
midkty private. Mr. Mariey is to be lord treasurer. 
I^ediaps before the post leaves this to^n, all this will 
be openly told, and then I ipajjr be laughed at for being 
so mysterious; but so capricious are great men in 
their secrets. The first anthentick assurances I had 
^ these promotions was last Sunday, though the ex- 
pecution has been strong for above a month. We 
suppose likewise that many changes will be made in 
the employments as soon as the session ends, which 
will be, I believe, in less than a fortnight. 

Poor Sir Cholmonddey Deering, of Kent, was yes- 

• It was written by himself. ^, 
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terday in a duel shot through tbe bodyi by Qiie Mr. 
Thonilui!, in Tathil£eldsi aod died ih f^me kours. 

I never mention any thing of the first-fruits eUher 
to Mr. Harley or the duke of Oimond* If it be done 
before his grace goes over, it b weU, aod there'* an 
end? if not^ I shall have the best opDortimicy of 
doing it in his absence* If I should speak ^ it now, 
perhapMs it would be so contrived as to hinder Qe from 
soliciting it ;dfterward.; bot as soon as the duke it 
^onej I shall learn at the treasury what be. has done in 
It. I have been at this town this fortnight for my 
health, and to be under a necessity of tvalking xo and 
from London every day. But your grace will' please 
still to direct your letters under cover to Mf« Lewis* 

1 aOTj with great respect, my lord. 
Your grace's most dutifol 
and obliged humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO MR. SECRETARY ST. JOHN. 
MRf Cbfhea, May II, 1711. 

Being convinced, by certain ominous prognos'ticks 
that my life is too short to permit me the honour of 
ever dining another Saturday with sir Simon Harcourt^ 
knight, or Biokert Harley^ esq^, I beg I may take the 
last farewell of those two gentlemen to morrow. I .. 
made this request on Saturday last, unfortunately after 
you were gone; and they, like great statesmen, pre. 
tended they could do nothing in it without your con." 
sent; particubrly my lord keeper, a$ a lawyer, raised 
itmomemblc difficulties, although I submitted to al* 
low you an hour'a whispering before dinner, and an 
hoar after. My lord Rivers would not ofier one word 
in my behalf, pretending he himself was but a tofe. 
r^cdperabn,. The keeper allq;ed> '< You could da 
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nothing but whtn all t&refi were cafjttalariy met/' as if 
you could rtevir dpe« but like 4 parish chest, with the 
three keys together. It grieves 'me to see the present 
ministry ttiUs cebfedetated to pull down x&y great spi* 
lit. Pray, stti find sa\ expedient. Finding expcdi' 
ents is the haziness df secretaries of state. I will 
yield to any-reasonable conditions not below my dig- 
nity. rwiti not find fault with the victuals; IwUl 
lestore the waterglass that i stole, and solicit for my 
lord keeper's sahry. \And, sir, to show you I am 
not a person to be safely injured, if you dare refus«i 
me jbsti^ in this point, I will a^ar before you in a 
padding* sleeve gown, I will disparage your snuff, 
write a4ampoon upon Nably Car, dine with you upon 
a foreign postday ; nay, I will read verses if\ your 
presence, until you snatch them out of my hands. 
Therefore pray, 4iir, take pity upon me and yourself; 
aixi believe ipe to be, with great respect, sir, 

Your most obedient and most humble servant. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 
RBViRsyo SIR) jPi^lifty May 15, 1711^ 

1' HAD the favotfr of your'is of the w;th infant, by 
the last packets and cannot return you soScknt ac- 
knowledgment for your kind and prudent management 
ei that affair to much to my advantage. 1 confess 
that I did not much iS»r that such a vile report would 
do me any great injury with Mr. Harley ; for I was 
persuaded he is too wise to believe such an incred^k 
sfory. But the publishing it to the world might have 
influenced some to my disadvantage ; and* no man can 
be well pleased to be the subject oi a libel, though it 
often happens to be tie hit of honest men. . 

I doubt not but you will he^r of an unli^cky contest 
in the ei-ty of Dcblin ^bout t^eir m^yor. Yoa may 
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temember (I think while you wiere here> that is, in 
^^7<>9) alderman Gonstantine» by a cabal, for so I must 
callit> lost his election > and a junior alderm^Hi one 
^rrestj was elected mayor for the ensuing year* 
Constantine petitioned the council board not to approve 
the election; for you muat know, by. the new rulei, 
settled in pursuance Qjf^ an act of parliament for the 
better regulation of corpotiition^, their chief o6ket3 
must be a{^proved of by the governor and council afcer 
they arc elected^ before they can enter into any. of 
their respective offices; and if notapprovedrof in tax 
daySf the corporation that chose them, must go to a 
new election. Nqw, alderman Constantincj upon 
the corporation's return of Forrest^ complained of it 
as wrong) and desired to be heard by counsel ; but my 
lord Wharton, then jord lieutenayit, would not admit 
it* This past on to the year 1710, and then the pre- 
sent mayor. wa« chosen, alderman Eccles, anoijber 
junior alderman; and ^this year one alderman Barlow, 
a tailor, another juoior. .^Constantine, finding the 
government altet^d, supposed he should have more 
favour, an4 petitions again of the wrong done idm. 
The city replifedt and we had two lorig hearings. The 
matter depended on an old by-law, .made alx>Mt the 
liZth. of queen j^lisabe^}! ; by which the alderineni 
according to their ancientry, are required to keep theif 
mayoralty, notwithstanding any licenses or orders to 
the contrary. . Several dispensations and instances of 
contrary practices were produced; but with a salvo, 
that the law of succession sjiould s^and good ; and some 
aldermen, as appeared, had been disfranchised for not 
submitting to it, and holding in. their mayoralty* On 
the contrary, it w.as urged, that this rule was made in 
a time when the mayoralty was looked upon as a 
great bur(^vn9 and the senior aldermen got lice.Qses 
. from serving it, and b}r faction and interest g^t it, put 
on the junior and poorer ; and mos^t of the aldcr^icii 

-voi,. xv. r 

« 
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were then paphtt, and being clbUgedf on acccptky 
the office, to uke the oath of supremacf , and come m 
churchy they declined it : but the case was now aU 
teiedf and most were ambitious of it ; and a tale or 
by.faiw, that imposed it as a duty and borden, imKt 
be understood to oblige them to take it, bat could not 
oblige the ekctoirt to put at on them ; that it was 
often dispensed with, and, as alleged, altogether abo 
logated by the new rules, that took the Section out of 
die citv, where the diarter. places it, and gavo it to 
the aldermen only : that since those rules, which w<eae 
made in 1(»7S> the elections have been in another mam 
tier, and in about 36 mayors, eight or nine woe 
junior aldermen. On the whole; the matter seemed 
to me to hang on a most sleiukr pcmit $ and being 
ardiMshop of l>ublin, I thought I was ot^ged to bo 
fbr the city ; but the majority was for the by.law^ 
and disapproved alderman Barlow, who was returned 
for mayor. I did foresee that this would beget il 
blood, and did not think it for aiy lord duke m Or« 
mood's interest to clash with the city ; and I went to 
several of his grace's friends, whom I Maefa' ttus^ 
before the debate in council, and desired then) to coo. 
iider the matter, and laid the inconveniency I apprei 
bended befoce them, and desired them to mce notice^ 
that had warned them ^ but they tc^d me, that th^f 
did not foresee any hurt it would be to his gme. 
And I prav God it may not; though I am afraid it 
may give him some trouble* 

The citiasens have taken it heitioosly ; and, as I 
)iear, met to day, and in common council repealed 
the by-law, and have chosen alderman Barlow again. 
I think them wrong in both, and a declaration of 
enmity against the council and government, whidi 
feud is easier begun than laid. It is certain the coutu 
cil must disapprove their choice, it being against the 
new rules, as wcH as good manners : and what other 
steps will be made to ooirect |hem, 1 cannot say; 
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mliereas> if the/ had appointed a committee to view 
sod report what old obsolete by -la w» were become in. 
CQHirement^ and repealed this among the rest> it would 
sot have given offence ; and if they had chosen ano^ 
Iher instead of Batlow, I believe he woald have beei^ 
apptovedi and there kid bten an end of the contest. - 
. Yoa most know f hb is made a party allair^ as Con* 
s r aiit i p e sett up for a high churchmai), which I nev«r 
baaidhedid bnoie: but thia is ad ioconveniency injpar^ 
tie8> that whoever has a private quarrd^ and nnda 
HaiMel£tof> wtikf he immediaoely becomes a zealoua 
^lisan» and oiakea his private a publkk quarrel* 
' FiBriuipa it ma3r not be ungratefttt> nor perhaps alto^ 
(ether osriesa to y&o, to knoir the troth of thia 
aurtter ; fdr I imagine it will be calked of* 

i believe the generality of the citisent and gentle^ 
flien of Irehmd are looked on a& friends to the whig^ 
gish interest* lot» it is only so iar as to keep out the 
fretender^ whom they mortally fear with good reason ; 
and so mai^ viUaooua papets have been spread here> 
Mid so mochpatna taken to persoade them that the 
aeriea deasgn to*brin^ him in, that it ia no wonder 
likcfr are a^id of tbem^ but Cod be thanked, thii 
Moiitrf and parliamem hat pretty welt aUayed that 
fur, by their steady and prudent management* Atid 
if his gtaee the dake of Orrnond prosecutes the same 
BMaaorea the ministry does in Britain (as I believe ho 
wEl> I persuade myself, that the generality here will 
fee aa ftodooa for this aa any mtnutry we ever had* 

The drath. of the earl Qf Rochester is a great blow 
pCM aHl good men, and even his enemies cannot but do 
jurtiee to hia character* What in&ence it Will have 
m» poWokafiirSf God only knows. I pray let me 
lave your thoo|hts on it, tor I have some fears, that 
1 do not ftnd a&ct other people ^ I was of q>inioa 
dkat he contributed much to- keep things steady ; ^and 
I wish hia frienda may not want his infiuencer I 
ttmdudd with my prayer^ ibr voo* 

p 2 WlMi^^UBLIN. 
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FHOM LORD PETERBORdW. 

SIR, Hifxo^er, Jtfne2li J7IU ., 

X OU were retui^ing me to jges post for some ex* ^ 
pressions in my letter. I find matter in your^s to send 
yon as far back as the gdden age. How, came yoti 
to frame a system (in the times we live in), to govent 
tie world by love ? 

I was much more suprised at such aaumoa*in yoim 
first) than to find yoor opinion altered in your last 
letter. • My hopes were founded more reasonably upon 
the contrary principle, I wirf\ we could keep ourselves • 
steady by any; but I confess it was ^.the hatred and; 
contempt to jusdy conceived against .oun late gover- 
nors, that gave me some little expectations veaiight : 
udite, at least in order to prevent a rdepse. 

The consequences of places not given wtie apparent r ^ 
the whole party were then dimtisfied; and when 
given, those are only pleased who havethenu^. This is : 
what the honest management of past administratioot 
hd» brought us to: but I should not yet despair, if 
your loving principle could but have its force among- 
three or four of your acquaintance. . Never persona 
had more reason to agree ; nor was it. ever in the 
power of a few men to bring greater events to bear, .^ 
or prevent greater inconveniencies ; for such are inef i* 
table, without the nicest management : and I believe:: 
no person was ever belter prepared .to o^ke^his xmt 
than myself. 

I wish before I left England, that I had met^ either 
in your letters or discotffse, any thing like what you 
hint in your last : I should have found great ease, and 
you, some satisfaction; for, had you passed these. six. 
months with me abroad, I a)uld have made you sen-< 
sible, that i( were easy to have brought the character 
^od infiuence of an English peer> equal, to. that joC.au 
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senator in old Rome. Methinks I could have brought,, 
it to that piss, to have seen a levee of suppliant kings 
and princei, expecting their destinies from us, and ' 
submitting to our decrees ; but if we come in poHtick^ 
to your necessity of leaving the town for wsint ok 
money to live in it, Lord, how the case will alter ! 

You threaten mc with law, and tell me I might be 
compelled to make my words good. Remember your 
<iwn insinaations : what if 1 should leave England in 
Mt week's time, and summon you in quality of chap^ 
kin and secretary, to be a witness to transactions per^ 
liapt of the greatest importance; so gieat, that I 
ihoold think you might deserve the bishoprick of" 
Winchester at your return. Let me know, in a letter 
directed to Parson's-green, the moment you receive 
this, whether you are ready and willing; but you 
must learn to live a nxmth, now and then, without 
sleep. As to all other things, we ^ould meet with 
DO mortifications abroad, it* we qould scape them fron^ 

But, without raillery, if ever I can propose to my- 
jelf tivbc of any great use, I foresee this will be thcr 
case. This is so much my opinion, that I conclude,. 
if it fall out otherwise, I shall never concern myself ip 
any publick business in Etigland ; that I shall either 
leave it for a better climate, or marry >n a rage^ an4 . 
t»ccome the hero of the October club. Yours, 

PETERBOROW. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LORD, LandoHy July IC, 1712« 

1, NOW conceive your grace begins to be a busy 
person in council, atid parliament, ahd convocation; 
and perhaps may be content to be diverted- now .an dt 
^n by an idlij letter from hence. We havfe ah- erttpry 
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tfifwn, At qneoi bctfig settled at Witidsor, and dl« 
sninistera.oKen tbeie. We are to weary witk ex« 
> fectii^ fardier ttmov^U, that we begin to drop^ 
4i8c«ttrac ; neither am I sure> whether those in powet 
may not difier a Iktle in opinion as to the niattefu 
However* it teems generally agreed* that there witt 
W many <:hanget before next tessiorv and that it is 
necessary there AoM be so. My lord Peterboaoip 
has been some tinle returned* and I have had a goo4 
deal of talk with him ; or rather he has talked a gooi 
deal to ine* He is mightily discontented with what 
1 writ to hiqi, and which he finds to be true* tluiA 
there seemt a general disposition amon^ us toward n 
peace. He thinks his successful negodations with tbe 
eaqpeior and the duke of Savoy* have put us in ^ 
better condition than ever to continue the war* aoii 
will engage to convince roe* that Spain is yet to bo 
}iad» if we take proper measures. Your grace kiiowt 
he is a person of great talents* but dashed with 
aomething restless and capricious in his nature. Heteid 
me he came over without being recalled* and with- 
out one servant* having scattered them in several 
parts of Germany* I doibt he will not have ciedia 
enough with the ministry to make them follow hit 
plans ; and he is such a sort of person as may g;svt 
good advice* whidi wise men may leasonabljr refuse 
to follow. It seems to me that the ministry lie undet 
a grievous dilemma* from the difficulty of continuing 
the war* and the danger of an ill pdice ; whidx 1 
dpubt whether all their credit with the queen and 
country would support them under: but my lord trea* 
surer is a stranger to fear* and has all that courage 
which innocence and good sense can give a man* and 
the most free from avarice c£ any one living ; both 
which are absolutely necessary for his station in 
thb juncture. He was saving a thing to me some 
days ago, which I believe- is the great maxim he p^o- 
ccfids bf^ that wisdom in public afairs was not, wha; 
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UconuDonljr believed* the foriAingof schemes with 
lesQOte views % but the making use of such incidents 
m happen* It was thought my lord Mar* would * 
iiave sucoefided as secretary upon the duke of Queens. 
bury *t death ; but the court seems now disposed to 
^ve no third secretary + which was a useless diarge. 
The queen, has been extremely ill) so as for four and 
twenty hours people were in great pain ; but she has 
been since much better^ and voided abundance of gra* 
vcl* *c* 

Our expedition under Mr« Hill is said to be toward 
(he South seas ; but nothing is known : I told a great 
inan> who is deepest in the project of it, that I had 
no good opinion of these expedxtions» which hitherto 
«ever succeeded with us. He said, he would venture 
ten to one iqpon the success of it* provided ik> ill aces-. 
dent happened by storms ; and that it was concerted 
with three or four great princes abroad. 

As to ^e first-fruits* I must inform your grace^ 
that the whole affair lies exactly as it did for some 
months past. Th« duke and his people never thought* 
€» at least never meddled in it* until some days before 
thty went* and then they were told it was already 
done; and my lord treasurer directed that it should m 

• Johh Erskine, the tenth earl of Mar, was by queen Anne 
l&ade Colonel of- a regiment of foot, knight of the thistle, 
«im1 secfttary of state lor Scotland. He was one of thd 
commissioners for the treaty of Union, and was elected one 
of the sixteen peers in four succeeding parliaments. He was 
^ain made secretary of state, Sept. i, 17 13; in which office 
he was succeeded by the duke of Montrose, Sept. 24, 17 14. 
Being ^smissed from all employment, he retired into Scotland 
WBdt at the head of fix hundred ineB,\ proclaimed the pre* 
tender. His forces being increased to six or seven thousand 
taieo, he fought the duke of Argyll, who commanded the 
fovai troops. The victory was left undecided ; but the earl 
of Mar was forced to take refuge in France. He was attainted 
in I7i6,.hi8 estate and honours, 8cc, being fortiiited to the 
crown ; and died at Aix la Cbapelle in I73i* N. 

•^ There seems to have been none till Sept. i, 1713. N. 

Digitized by LjOOQ it 



l64 LETTIERS TO AND FHOM DH. SWIFT. 

an instraction^ to the lord lieutenant to mention in hiV 
speech to parliament, that the queen had done it, ^r« 
£at they took no sort of care to finish the matter, 
and carry the instrument over with them, which they 
might have done, had they begun timely, and applied 
themselves; and as the bishops superseded me, I did not 
presume to meddle farther in it : but I think this 
may be a lesson, that in all such cases as these, it is 
necessary to have some good solicitor, and not leare 
things wholly to great men: nay, so Uttle did the 
duke engage in this matter, that my lord treasurer 
told me yesterday (although that is a secret) that the 
very draught they had made upon my application was 
some way or other mislaid between the queen and him* 
self, and could not be found; but however, that 
another should soon be drawn : and his lordship conu 
manded me to inform your grace, and my lords the 
bishops, that with the first convenience th^ instrument 
should be prepared and sr nt over, which your grace 
will pleafe to let them know, I was of opinion with 
my lord treasurer, that it should be done by a deed 
from the queen, without an act of parliamoit, and that 
the bishops should be made a corporation, for the 
management of it. Your grace sees I write with 
much freedom, because I am sure I can do it safely. 

I have been engaging my lord treasurer and thf 
other great men in a project of my own, which they 
tell me they will embrace, especially his lordship* 
He is to erect some kind of society, or academy, un- 
der the patronage of the ministers and protection of 
the queen, for corKCting, enlarging, polishing, and 
^ing our language. The methods must be left to the 
sckietj ; only I am writing a letter to my lord treasurer, 
by way of proposals, and some general hints, which 
I design to publish, and he expects from me. AU 
this may come lo nothing, /although I find the ingc. 
nious and learned men of all my acquaintance lall rea^ 
dily in with it ; and so I hope will you grsici if the 
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4csigfrcan be well executed. I would desire at leisuse 
jonie of your grace's thoughts on this matter. 
• I hope your grace will take adrantage of the times, 
and see whether your violent house of commons wiU 
fiill-in with some good law for the bcn«€t of the church, 
as their much betters have done it here : and I think 
the convtx:ation could not be better employed, than in 
considering what good law is Wanting for the church, 
and endeavour to have it passed, rather than in brang* 
Kng upon trifles. The church has so few happr oc* 
castons, that we ought to let none of them slip. I take 
op too much of your grace's time ;' and therefore^ bee- 
gmg -your prayers and blessings, I remain, with the 
greatest res|>ect, Your grace's most duti^l humble 
•errant, 
" J. SWIFT. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. ^ ;' 

Rj^vijiEND SIR, . Duhlln, July 25 j 17lt« 

You must xiot wonder, that I have been so ill a 
correspondent of late, beings a^ I find, in debt- to yoa 
fcr your's of June the 8th, and July the 1 2th. This . 
did not proceed from any negligence, but from the 
dreumatances of thix^s here, that were such, that I 
Could not return you any sati^actory answer. 

We have now got over the preliminaries of our par* 
Bdnttentii and convocation; that is to say, our. ad. 
dftstes, ^c, and. as to the .parliament,* so far as ap. 
VCAU tome, there, will be. an entire compliance with 
her majesty's occasions, and my lord duke of Or« 
mond's desire.; and that funds will he given for two ' 
years from Christmas next; by which we shall have 
the fixllowinj; summer free from parliamentary at« 
tcpdance, which proves, a great obstruction both tQ 
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ditttch and countfy business. As to die cMivoGaiioai 
we have no Ikcnssas fot to acr4 I bav« bcacd sooi^ 
whisperSy is if • letter of lioen«r bad coneovcri mi 
was scot ba^ a^in to be socnded, isspedall/ as to 
directioci aboat a pitsidf nt« I fnay. tnlWia fout ti»t 
(bat fdattef is jo her majesty's dtoke : we havo oa 
leoord fottr licenses; the lirst directed to the aid)U« 
Aap of Dublin in i6l4 ; tbe other threes that areici 
l6'Mt 166?| }6t)5> directed to the then lords pei* 
.niates* I hive not at present dif ex^ict dates^i bat I 
have seen the writs^ and find the ooovocation sat aa 
uiese years* 

His fpcc the duke of Ormoudf va hk ^eec& tm 
•dieparluunent (which I doubt not but you have steal 
mentioned the remittal of Ihe twentietb pa^ts, an4 
the. grant of the first-fruits^ for buying impropria* 
tions; but did not assume to himsdif any ment ia die 
procuring of them; nor^ thai I can find by any in* 
tlmation, so madi as insinoatedi that the gzafit wm 
on his motion; notwithstanding^ both in theiioaaedF 
lords and convocation, some iaboared to sscribe fie 
whole to his grace; and had it not been £(x the acoomt 
I had fh)tD you, his grace mustj neatt to her majeMjr^ 
liave had the entise thanks. You'll diserre^ £m 
the lords address aAd convocation, that hisfraoftis 
brought in for a share in botlu Bat if the casesfaacU 
be otherwise, yet his grace is no way to be^ blMa#i» 
The current runs that wa;^ ; and perhaps neither yom 
nor I have bettered our iiiterest liece at pieseat^ If 
endeavouring to stopit« 

^ The conclusion was, that all tlie afc^bishopt tal 
bishops agreed to return thanks to itoy losd treasufSt 
of Great Britain, by a letter, whkk all in townbtftt 
signed, being cotivineed, that^ next to her au^ty'g 
native bounty, and zfeal for the choreic this &v««r sis 
dJMi to his lordship's mediation* 

But they have employed no agent to solicit the 
F«siog the act tht^gh 4c offices, ^lieving \as lOnU 
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AfV win take ctre of that of hii own inere mdtiofiy* 
ti £e did of the grant. TMs is fneant as an instance 
«f thek |reat confidence ef hk lotdtkip's concern for 
tbe»9 w&ch makes it needlesa that any shookl inter* 
IKddle in what he hn undertaken* 

If his lordship thinks fit to return ai^ answer t<> 
the bishops, I n^sh he would take some occasion to 
ineDtton you in it; for that would justify you, and 
convince the bishops, some of whom, pedi9(>Sf sus. 
pect the troth of what you said of the first.fhiits and 
twentieth parts being granted before his grace the 
Atke of Ormond was declared lord lieutenant of Ire. 
land. 

I cannot at present write of several matters, that 
^haps I may have opportunity to communicate to 
you. I have sent with this the lords and the convo^ 
cation's address to my Ic^d duke. 

If it may be pro^, I wonki hare my most hum. 
Ue reelects to be laid before my lord treasurer. Yoo 
fltty be sore I am his most bundle servant, and shall 
never forget the advantages he has been the author 
of to die church and ftate: and yet I believe, if it- 
tiease God to prolong his life, greater things may 
be eiqpected &om him ; my prayers shall not te want* 
mg. 

As for myself, I will say more tome other time: 
andfor the present shall only assure you, that I am. 

Your affectionate hamUe servant, and brother, 
WILLIAM DUBLIN. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING. 

LUanbaU, July 28, 171 U 

Since my lord duke of Ormond's arrival, I have 
been so continually hunied with company, that I re- 
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tmd here for two or threo^cbiys. Th^ preUminaiies of 
our parliaiiieot ace now over; that is to sayi addresksi 
Vc. and I find the. uso^l funds will be granted, J tlunk 
unaoimottsiy for two yean from Chci&tmas nejct^ which 
is all the duke of Oxmond desires, J do not see much 
more will i)e done* You will observe several reflec- 
tions are in the addresses on the late management here> 
in which the earl of Anglesey and I differed. If we 
could impeaehy as yon <an*in Oreat Britain, and 
bring the malefactors to account, I should be for it 
with all my endeavour i but to show our ill will, 
when we can do no more, seems to be no good policy 
in a dependant people, and that can have no other 
effect than to provoke revenge without « the prospect 
of redress ; of which we have two fatal instances. I 
reckon, that every chief governoc, who is sent here, 
comes with a design to serve first those who sent him ; 
and that our good only must be so far considered, as it 
is subservient to the main 4^ssgQ. The only difference 
between governors, as to us, is to have a good na- 
tured man, that has fome interest in our prosperity, 
and will npt oppress us unnecessarily ; and such, is his 
grace. But I doubt, whether even that will not be an 
objection against him on your side of the water : for I 
have found, that those governors, that gained most on 
the liberties of the kingdom, are reckoned. the best; 
and theretbre it concerns us to be on our guard against 
all governors, and to provoke as little as v«e can. For 
he, that cannot revenge himvelf, acts the wise part, 
when he dissembles, and passes over injuries. , 

In my opinion, the best that has happened to us, is, 
that the purliament grants the funds ^br two years ; 
for by these means we shall have one summer to our- 
telvcs to do our church and country business. I have 
not been able to visit my diocese ecclesiatimy as I used 
to do, the last, three years, for want of such a recess. 
1 hope the parliament of Great Britain will not resume 
the yarn bill while they continue the same. The Idrds 
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have not sat above fdur or five days> and trc adjourned- 
till MonAaf next ; so we have no heads of bills brought 
into our house as yet i but if any be relating to the 
churx:h, I will do my endeavour to give you satisfaction. 

Our letter is come over for the remittal of the 
twentieth parts, and granting the first-fniits for buy- 
ing impropriations^ and purchasing glebeSf which will 
be a great ease to the clergy, and a benefit to the 
church. We want glebes more than th«l impropria^ 
tions ; and lam for buying them first, where want- 
ing ; for without them, residence is impossible : and 
besides, I look upon it as a security' to tithes, that the 
laity have a Ihare in them; and therefore I am not for 
purchasing them, but where they are absolutely ne- 
cessary. 

We ihall, 1 believe, have some considerations o£ 
methods to convert the natives ; but I do not find> 
thatlt is desire'd by til, that they (hould be converted. 
There is a party among us, that have little sense of 
religion, and heartily hate the church : these would 
have the natives made protestants } but such as them- 
selves are deadly afraid they (hould come into the 
church, because, say they> this would strengthen the 
church too much. Others w ould have them come in, 
but cant approve of the methods proposed, which arc 
to preach to them in their own laqguage^ and have the 
service in Irish, as our own canons require. So that 
between ihem, I am afraid that little will be done. 
I am, sir, yours, ^f . 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. • 

MY t.oRO, London^ Aug, 15, iTlU 

i HAVE been at Windsor a fprtnight, from whence 
1 retuTi* d two days ago, and met a letter at my 

VOL. XV, ^ 
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lodffingt from yoar grace, dated July 12.5. I w^s 
cold it was sent to Mr. Manly 's IxHise (yoar posr* 
master's sod) and by him to me; so that I suppose 
3rDor grace did not direct to Mr. Lewis as formcrlyi 
otherwise I should have had it at Windsor. The mi- 
Disters ;go usoally down to Windsor on Saturday, and 
retam on Monday or Tuesday following. I had 
little opj^tunity m talking with my lord treasurer, 
teeing mm only at court, or at supper at third places, 
or io much company at his own lodgings. Yester. 
day I went to visit him after dinner, but did not stay 
above an hour, because business called him out. I 
read to him that part of your grace's letter which ex. 
presses yoar grace's respects to him, and he received 
them perfectly well. He told me, he had lately re- 
ceived a tetter from the bishops of Ireland, subscribed 
(at I remember) by seventeen, acknowledging his 
favour about the first-fruits." I told his lordshipy 
<< that some people in Ireland doubted whether tne 
queen had granted them before the duke of Ormond 
was declared lieutenant." ** Yes," he said, ** sure I 
remembered it was immediately upon my a[^ica- 
tson.'^ I said, ^ 1 heard the duke himself took no 
merit on that ac<^nt." He answered. No, he was 
sure he did not, he was the honestest gentleman alive ; 
but,. said he, <^ it it the queen that did it, and shfs 
alone shall have the merit." 

And I must be so free as to tell your grace that' the 
grudging, ungrateful manner of some people, which 
upon several occasions I could not but give him hints 
of for my justification, has not been prudent. I am 
ture, it has hindered me from any thoughts of pursuing 
another affair of yet greater consequences which I had 
good hopes of compassine. What can be the matter 
with those people t do f ask either money^ or thanks 
of them? nave I done any hurt to the business? My 
lord treasurer told me he had sent the letter over aboiMt 
the firsti-fruitSf } never ih<|uired into t)ie J>ar^c^lars ; 
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lie tays he will very soon answer the bisbop'i letter to 
himself, and will ihow me both letter and answer; 
but I (hall not put Iiivi in mind, unlest be remembers 
it of his own accord* Nor» with great suboussion to 
your grace, can I prevail on my own pride to desire 
lie would make, any mention of me in bis answer* 
Your grace is convinced^ that unless I write a heap of 
' lies, the queen had granted that affair befsre my lord 
duke was named, (desire to convince nobody else; 
andy since the thing is done, it is not of any conse- 
quence who were instrumental in it. I could not for^ 
bear yesterday renunding my lord treasurer of what I 
said to Mr, Southwell before his lordship, when he 
came to take his leave before he went to Ireland ; 
which was, ^t I hoped Mr, Southwell would let the 
bishops and clergy of Ireland know, that my lord 
treasurer had long since (before the duke was governor) 
prevailed on the ^ueen to remit the fir&t-iruits, (2ff • 
and that it was his lordship's work, as the gitnt of 
the same favour in England had formerly been. My 
lord treasurer did then acknowledge it before Mr 
Southwell, and I think Mr. Southwell should bar, 
acted accordingly ; but there is a great deal of igno^ 
ranee, as well as ill will, in all this matter. The duke 
of Ormond himself, had he, engaged in it, could only 
a^ as a solicitor. Every body knows, that the loi^ 
treasurer, in such cases, must be ap(^ied to (and only 
he) by the greatest persons. I should think the peo. 
pie of Ireland might rather be pkased to see one of 
their own country able to find some credit at court, and 
in a capacity to serve chem, especially one who does 
it without any other prosper than that of serving 
them. I know not any of the bishops firom whom I 
can expect :iny favour, and there are not many upob 
whom a man of any figure could have such designs : 
but 1 will be revenged ; for whenever it lies in my 
power, I will serve the church and kingdom, although 
ibey should use me much worse. I shall dine to-m^s* 
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low with the lord treasurer, and perhaps I may theo 
see the. answer he is to write. I thought to have sent 
this letter away to ni^ht^ but I have been interrupted.' 
by business^ I goto Windsor again on Saturday for a day 
or twoy but I will leave this behind to be sent to the posc« 
August 21. I had wrote thus far> and was forced 
to leave off, being hurried away to Windsor by my 
lord treasurer, from whence I returned but last night. 
His lordship, gave me a paper, which he said he had 
promised me. I put it in my pocket, thinking it 
was about something else we had been talking over ; 
and I never looked into it until just now, when I find 
it to be my lord primate's letter to his lordship, with 
an enclosed one from the bishops. >yith submission, I 
take it to be dry enough, although I shall not tell his 
lordship so. They say, *< they are informed his lord- 
•< ship had a great part in, Wr." I think they should 
either have told who it was informed them so, since 
it was a person commissioned by themselves^; or, at 
least, have said they were assured. And as for those 
words, a great part, I know nobody else had any, 
except the queen herself. I cannot tell whether my lord 
has- writ an answer, having said nothing to him of it since 
he gave me the letters ; nor shall I desire to see it. 

As to the convocation, I remember both my lord 
treasurer and Mr. St. John spoke to me about the 
matter, and were of the same opinion with your graccj^ 
that it was wliolly in the queen's choice. I excused 
giving my opinion, being wholly uninformed ; and I 
have heard nothing of it since. 

My lord keeper gave me yesterday a bundle of Irish 
votes at Windsor, and we talked a good deal about the 
quarrel between the lords and commons : I said the 
teult by in not dissolving the parliament ; which I 
had mentioned to the duke of Ormond, and often to 
some of those who were thought to have most credit 
with him. But they seemed to believe, as I did, that 
any Irish parliament would yield to any thing that any 
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chief governor pleased ; and so it would be a neediest 
trouble. 

We reckon for certain^ that Mr, Hill with bis fleet 
is gone to Quebec, 

> Mrs. Masham is every nunu re expecting to life in. 
pray God preserve her life, which i& of great import- 
ance. I am, with the greatest respect, my lord^ 
• Yoar grace's most dutiful and most humble servants 

J. SWIFT. . 

The queen has got a light fit of the gout. The 
pivy seal is not yet disposed of. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MT LORD, Jl/;g, 26, 1711, 

Perhaps you win be content to know some cir- 
cumstances of affairs here *. The duke of Somerset 
usually leaves Windsor on Saturday, when the minis, 
ters go down thither, and returns not until they are 

fone. On Sunday sevennight, contrary to custom^ 
e was at Windsor, and a cabinet council was tq 
be held at' night; but, after waitin? . a long time^ 
word was brought out, that there would be no cabinet. 
Next day it was held, and. then the duke went to a 
horserace about three miles off. This began to be 
whispered; and at my return to .town they had got i^ 
in the city ; bnt not the reason i which was, that Mr» 
secretary St, John refused to sit if the duke was there. 
Last Sunday the duke was there again, but did not 
offer to cqme to the cabinet, which was held without 
him. I hear the duke was advised by his friends o( 
the other party to take this step. The secretary sai4 
to some of his acquaintance, that he would not sit 
with a man who had so often betrayed them, y^., 
Yoq knoy the duchess of Soinmerset is a great fa*, 
vourite, and has got the duchess of Marlborough's key , 

♦ See Journal to Stella, August 13, 1711. N. 
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She is insinuatino^y and a wonuin of Intrigue; an^ wO}, 
I believe^ do what ill offices she can to the secretary. 
They would have hindered her coming in ; but the 
queen said, " if it were so that she could not hat« 
« what servants she liked, she did not find how her 
" condition was mended.** I take the safety of the 
present ministry to consist in the agreement of three 
great mcn^ lora ketper> lord treasurer, and Mr. se- 
cretary ; and so I have often, told them together . be- 
tween jest and earnest, and two of them separately 
with more seriousness. And I think they entirely 
love one another, as their differences are not of weight 
to break their union. They vary a little about their 
notions of a certain general *» I will not say more at 
this distance. I do not see well how they can be 
without the secretary, who has very great abilities 
both for the cabinet and parliament. The tories in 
the city are a little discontented, that no farther 
changes are made in employments, of which I cannot 
learn the secret, although I have heard several, and 
from such who might tell the true one if they would ;. 
one is, that lord treasuitr ptofesses he is at a loss to 
find persons qualified for several places: another (which 
it less believed) that the queen interposes : a thirdr 
that it is a trimming disposttion. I am apt to think 
that he finds the call for employments greater than he 
can answer, if there were five times as many to dis* 
pose of; and I know particularly that he dislikes very 
much the notion of people, that evtiy one is to be 
turned out. The treasurer it much the greatest mi- 
nister I ever knew; regular in life, with a true sense 
of religion, an excellent scholar, and a good divine> 
of a wery mild and a^ble disposition, intrepid in his 
notions, and inde^igable in business, an ntter despiser 
of money for himself yet frugal (perhaps to an extre* 
mity} for the poblick. In private company, he is 

• ThedukeofMjtrlborough. N. 
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vi/hMy disengaged, and very facetious, like one wfi9 
has no business at all. He never wants a reserve upon 
any einergency, which would appear desperate to other»f 
and makes little use of those tnousand projectors and 
schematists, who are daily plying him with their vi- 
tions^ but to be thoroaghly convinced, by the conu 
parison, that his own notions are the best* I am^ my 
k>rd^ with the greatest respect, 

Your grace's most obedient, fcf/» 



Ta ARCHBISHOP KING, 
nsv. SIR, Sivords^ Sef. 1, VfM, 

I HAVE before me your's of the 1.5th and 21st, for 
which I return you my hearty thanks, I percaive 
you have the votes of our commons here, and I sap* 
pose the address of the h>rds, that gave occasion t0 
them. I must let you know that I was very positive 
against the clause that provoked thcro> and kept th* 
house in debate about it at least an hour, and spoke 
so often, that I was ashamed of myself j yet theie 
were but three negatives to it* I used several argu- 
ments against the lords concurring with their com* 
mittee, and foretold all that has happened upon it* 
Upon which I Was much owt of favour with the house 
for some time; and industry has been used, as I wai 
informed, to ^rsuade my loid duke, that what I did 
was in of^sition to his interest : but when I had the 
opportunity to discourse his grace last, he was of 
another opinion. And in troth, my regard to hit 
grace's interest was the principal reason of opposing a 
clause, that I foresaw might embarrass his businesa 
here. . , , 

There happened another afiair relating to one Lang- 
ton, of whom I formerly gave you som^ account* 
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The commons fband him on the estabiishirent for a 
small pension ; and having an ill notion of him and 
his imbrmationsy they took this occasion to examine 
his mezits. In order to whichj they stnt up a mes- 
sage to the lords, to desire leave of jadge Coste, who 
had taken his examinations, and those of his witnesses, 
to come down, and inform the committee : and this 
seemed the more necessary, because the examinations 
taken by the council wer^ burned: but the lords re- 
fused to let the judge go dgwn, as desired, and passed 
a vote to take the examination of the matter into their 
hands. This, I foresaw, might prove another bone 
of contention, and did oppose it, but with the same 
success as the former. Langton pleaded privilege, as 
chaplain to the bishop of Ossory, and refused to ap- 
pear before the commons : on which they passed the 
angry resolves you will find in their votes. The ex- 
lamination of this matter has employed much of the 
lor3's time to very little purpose. My opposing this 
was made an objection against me by some, that wish 
now my advice had been taken. 

The business of the city -of Dublin, of which I 

ave you an account formerly, embroils us very much. 

7e have at the council rejected four mayors and eight 
slieriii's, all regularly elected by the city ; some of 
them the best citizens^ in the town, and much in jibe 
interest of the government. We begin to be sick of 
it, and I am afraid, that it may beg^t ill blood,, and 
come into parliament here. We have rejected the 
elected' magistrates in four other corporations, which 
adds to the noise. I own there were good reasons for 
rejecting some of them : but I cannot say the same for 
Dublin. I wish this may not prove uneasy to us« 

There was a motion made at the sessions for the 
county of Dublin at Kilmainharo, for an address of 
thanks to her majesty for «eiKiing his grace the duke- 
of Orm/>nd to be o\^T chief govc^nt^r. Nipe of th,Q 
justices, that is, all tha't were then present, agreed 
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to it, and an address was ordered to be drawn, which 
was brought next morning into court, and then theife 
were above a score, that seemed to have come on pur- 
pose, and promised, that it should be rejected by a 
majority ; for this reason only, that it would <ntail a 
necessity on them to address in favour of 'every new 
lord lieutenant, or disoblige him. For which reason 
it was rejected also in my lord Wharton's time. This 
noways concerns his grace himself : but in* my opi- 
nion, ought to lessen the esteem of some persons ma- 
nagement, that attempt things, which would be better 
let alone, where they cannot be carried without opf 
position. 

The houte of commons seem to have received ill 
impressions of some. They reckon my lord duke's 
advisers, as if they werC secretly his enemies, and de. 
signed to betray him. They generally seem persuaded, 
that his grace is a sincere honest man, and most in 
the interest <if the kingdom of any chief governor 
they can ever expect; and that therefore they ought to 
support him to tne utmost of their power, and declare, 
that the quarrels his enemies raise, shall not hinder 
them from doing whatever he shall reasonably desire 
ffona them, or her majesty's serrice require ; and as 
an instance of their sincerity in this, they have 
granted funds for two years from Christmas list; 
whereas at first they intended only two years from the 
preceding 24th of June. 

I have been preaching a doctrine that seems strange 
to some: it is, that her majesty, and the ministry, 
will be inclined to employ such as may be a help and 
support to their Interest, and not a clog, I mean, that 
these subalterns should, by their prwience and dex-- 
terity, be able to remove any misunderstandings, that* 
may be between the government and the people, and 
help to beget in them a good notion of the ministry ; 
and by all means, avoid such things as may embara^s 
or beget jealousies; so that the burden or odium ipa^. 
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not fill OR tiie mimHry, where nj harsh things ha}^ 
pen to be done : that it teems to vae to be the duty of 
those in posts, to avcnd tmnecestary disptrtes^ and not 
to expect that the miniiitry will interpose to, extricate 
theniy when they» without necessity, have involved 
themselrcs* But some are of a different opinion, and 
teem to think, that they have no more to do when 
they n^t with difficulties» perhaps of their own create 
ing, than to call in the minutry» and desire them to 
decide the matter by power ; a method that I do not 
approve, nor haa it succeeded well «rith former go* 
pernors hene : witness lord Sydney, and bid Whsrton^ 
in the case of the convocation* 

There leallv needs bat one thing lo (jijiet the peo. 
pk of Ireland, and it is toconvinee them, that tner^ 
ss no eye to the ntetender. Gatat iaduitrv. has been, 
and still is, used to bugbear them with that fear. I 
believe it is over with you ; but it will reouire time 
and prudent methods to quiet the people here, that 
have been posses^ lor twenty awo years with a con* 
tinual apprehensiooy that he is at the door, and that 
a certain kiad of people designed to bring him in* 
The circumstances of thia lungdon^ from what they 
saw and fell under kii^ James, nuke the^ dread ^ 
him much greater thar» it can be with you» 

As to OUT convocation^ a letter cadie horn kei m^ 
jesty to give oa license to act ; but it nowise f^eased 
some ^{de, and so it waa sent back to be modelled 
^ their mind, but returned again without alteration. 
It came not to ua till the day the padiament adjourned*. 
] was at that time obliged to attend the councU, there 
being a hearing of the quakers against a bill for re^ 
covering tithes. In my absence they adjourned. tiU 
the meeting of the parliament, without so much aa 
voting thanks* oi: appointing a committee- The 
things that displeased some in the liccinse were, 6rst, 
that my lord primate was not the sole president* so a» 
to iq>point whom he pleased to act in his absence* Thr* 
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•eGonl wasp tlie coiisidcfation of proper methods fo 
convert the natives, agamc which soihe have set 
themselves with all their might* The third is, what 
coDcems pluralities^ and residencei which some hav« 
aot patience to hear o£ The lower house seem to 
have the matter more at heart; for thejr have appointed 
committees daring the reocas^ and are doing some* 
thing. 

I cantiot hot admire^ that you should be at a Ms to 
£nd what is the Blatter with those, that would neither 
allow 70a, tiQr any one else, to ^t any thidg for the 
aervice of die chtuph, or the pubhdc It is, with sub. 
mission, the silliest auery I ever Ibund itiade by Dr, 
Swift. Yoo know there are some, that woidd assume 
CO themselves to be the only churchmen and managers, 
and cannot endure that an^ thing should be done but 
by tlwmsdives, aod in their own way; and had rather 
that all good things proposed should miscarry, than be 
thought to come from other hands than their own $ 
whose business is to lessen every body else, and ob* 
struct. whatevej- is atteo^ted, though of the greatest 
advantage to church and stat^ if it bt not from their 
Qwn party* And yet, so &r ns I bare hitherto c^* 
anrvcd, 1 do not remember any insudce of their |wo* 
noiingb much less pioiecuting with suecessy any thing 
wrthffpoUkk good* They seem so have a much better 
hand at obstmeting omst and embarrassini a&irs, 
than at proposisig or prasecuting any good design. 
. These seem as uneasy that more alterations are not 
made here, u diose you mention are with you. The 
reason is very plain, they would fain get into employ* 
ments, which cannot be without lemovcs; but I have 
oltta observed, that none are more eager for posu^ 
than such as are least fit ibr them. I do not see how 
a new parliament would muph meod things here ; for 
there is little choice of men: perhaps it might be-for 
the worse, rrhus tic ita$uibuti though I always thought 
the honest part, is to altow the people to speak their 
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scose on the change of afiain bj; new rcpresentatiTe»« 
I do not find, that those that have enibarrasscd the 
present, designed a new one; but they thought the 
commons so passive^ that they might carry what they 
pleased, whatever their design might be. If they 
prosecute the present measures, I believe they will 
spake new ones necessary, when there shall be occa- 
sion to have a new session. 

. I pray most heartily for her majesty, and her mi- 
nisters ; and am inclined to believe, that it is one of 
the roost difficult parts of their present circumstances, 
tp £nd proper instruments to execute their good inten- 
tions, notwithstanding the great crow^js that offer 
themselves; particularly, my lord treasurer's welfare 
is at heart with all good men : I am sure^ with none 
more than^ reverend sir, i^r* 

WILL* DUBLIN* 



FROM THE SAME. 

. kEVEiiEND SJR, S<words, Sept. 1, niU 

I GOT a litde. retirement here, and made use of it^ 
to write you by^the present .packet *• I promised to 
say something at to y-ourown ai^irs ; and the iest 
thing i5« not ta neglect yourself on this occasion, foot 
to make i|se of the favour and interest you have at 
present to procure you .some prelermenc that may be 
called a settlement. Years conae on, and after a cer. 
tain age, if a man be not in a station that may be a 
step to a better, he sekiom g«e$ higher. It is with 
men as with beauties, if they pass the flower, they 
grow stale, and lie far ever neglected. I know.you 
are not ambitious ; but it is prudence, not ambition, 
to get into a station, that may make a man easy,. and 
prevent contempt when he grows in years. You cer- 

• This is the 5»mic date is that of tin pr-ttdir.g. N. 
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tsiinlf may now have an opportunity to provide for 
ypiirself, and I entreat you not to neglect it. . 

The second thing that i would desire you to con- 
sider is, that God has given you parts and learninsr, 
and a happy turn of mind; and that you are answer- 
able for thpse talents to God : and therefore I advise 
you, and believe it to be your duty, to set yourself 
to some serious and useful subject in your profession, 
and to manage it so, that it may be of use t^ the 
world. I am persuaded that if you will apply youfbclf 
this way, you are well able to do it; and that your 
knowledge of the world, and reading, will enable ydb 
to furnish such a piece, with such uncommon remarks, 
as will render it both profitable and agreeable, above 
most thin|;8 that pass the press. Say not, that most 
subjects m divinity are exhausteri ; for if you look 
into Du Wilkins's Heads of Matters, which you 
will find in his " Gift of Preaching," you will be ' 
surprised to find so many necessary and useful i-icads^ 
that no authors have meddled with. There are some 
common themes, that have employed multitudes of 
authors ; but the most curious and difficult are in ,a 
manner untouched, and a good genius will not fail to 
produce something new and surprising on the most 
trite, much more, on those that others have avoided, 
merely because they were above their jiarts. 
' Assure yourself, that your interest, as well as duty, 
requires this from you; and you will find, that it 
will answer some objections against you, if you thus 
show the world that you have patience and compre- 
hension of thought, to go through with such a subject 
of weight and learning. 

. You will pardon m^ this freedom, which I assure 
ycu proceeds from , a sincere kindness, and true value 
that 1 have for you. 1 will add no more, but my 
hearty prayers for you. I am. Dr. Swift, 
Your's, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 
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TO DR. FRANCIS ATTERBURYt DEAN OF 
CHRIST CHURCH. 

• am, >//. If 17 lU . 

I CONGRATULATE with the college, the ant- 
▼crsity, and the kingdom, and condole with fflyselfi 
upon your new dignity*. The virtue 1 would affect 
by puiting my own interests out of the' case, has failetf 
me m this juncture. I only consider that I shall want 
your conversation, your friendship, your protection^ 
jifid your good ofHces, when I can least spare them f ; 

* The deanery of Christ Church, to which Or. Atterbury 
was promoted from that of Carlisle. N. 

t As the intimacy between these two great men had not 
then been of long suinding, it may be amusing to trace its rise 
and progress. About four months before the dMe of tdiis let* 
ter. Swift had taken lodgings at Cheh&ea. ** 2 got here,'* 
says he, *' with Patrick and my portmantua, for sixpence^ 
** and "Hay six shillings a week, for one silly room, with con- 
•* founded course sheets. 1 lodge just over agam«t S>r. At-' 
"** terbury's house^ and yet perhaps 1- shall not like the place 
«* the better for that.*' Journal to St«Ua, ApHl 46, i?i i,— 
•* Mr. Hariey excused his coming, and Atterbury was not there 
*• [at the Westminster dinner] 5 and 1 cafed not for the re&t.'* 
}4-^y I. — •» 1 ha^ jiitt now a conrpHment from dean Atter* 
«• bury*s.I«ly, tocooiroand theg»dertiand' library, ani what.^ 
'* ever the house atfbrds ; but the 4eao is tin town ^ath hn 
*♦ convocation." Ibid.—** I scut over to Mrs. Atterbur}-, 
** to know whethet I ml^ht wait on hcf, but she is gone a 
" ▼isiting; we have exchanged- some compliments; but i 
•♦ have not seen hw yet.*' May ».—" I did not go to town 
** to. day, it was so terrible rattty ; nor jhaviB 1 «tifred out of 
** my room till eight this evening; when I crossed the way, 
*• to see Mrs Atterbury, and thar^k her for her civilities. 
•* She would needs send me sonje \ieal and small beer and ali 
*« -to-day at diniter,** Way 3 — •** Dr. Fmnduame this morn- 
<' ing to vibit Atterbury '« lady and chiMmt, as physicitA^ 
«* and persuaded me to go toto^q in hii» chariot." May 9. 
— ** Since I Cdme home, 1 have been sitting with the p ro4 
** locutor clean Atterbury, wiJb is ft^y ftiighboiir over thfe 
•* way, but generally keeps in town with his convocation." 
M*y 14.—'* 1 dined with Mr. Prior to-day at his house, with 

4 ' '. 
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l would hare c^mc simong the ctowd of tbose who 
makejott oompliaients on this occasion^ if I coold 
have brought a cheerful countenance with me. I am 

^* dean Atterbury and others " May i6 — ** I sat with 
^ dean Atttrburjr tilt on« o'clock, after I came home. " May 
iS.*^^* I tuwed 9/t home tiii five o'clock^ and dined with 
'*^ dean AtteiBury; thim went by water to Mr. Harley'$, 
*• where the $>aturday*s club was met." May 19.-^ 
•** This is the first wet wafk I have had in a month' ^ time 
** tliat I came hefe; howeVer, I got to bed, after a short 
•• vittttQ Att«rbury.*' May H--^** My loid (OafordJ set 
'* me down at a cottcehouse* where I waited for the dean of 
** Carlisle's chariot to bring me to Cbelsea; for it has ra:nfd 
'* prodigiously all this afternoon. The dean did not come 
'?• himself, but sent me his chariot; which has cost me two 
'* shillings to the coachman ; and sa I am got home; and 
•• Lord kiv>ws what is become of Patrick ! ' ' May 15. — *• It 
'* was bloody hot walking to-day; and I was so lazy I dined 
*' where my new gown was, at Mrs. Vanhomrigh's, and came 
'* back like a fool, and the de«B of Carlisle has sitten with 
** me till eleven." May 28. — •* lam proposing to my lord 
'* to erect a society or academy for correcting aixl settling our 
** language; that we may not perpetually be changing as we do. 
^* He enters mightily into it} so does the dean of Carlisle.'* 
June zx-^'^ Dr.GaftfcU and I dined by inWtation with the dean 
'• of Carlisle- •^* Jimenj.— ** They still keep my neighbour At- 
" terbury in suspense about the deanery of Christ Church, 
** which has been above six months vacant ; and lie is heartily 
<* angry." June »6.— " This is the last night I lie at CheU 
*' sea; and I got home early, and sat two hours with the 
'* dean, and ate victuals, having had a very scurvy dinner " 
July 4—** This day I left CheUea for good." July 5.—" I 
** walked to Chelaea, and was there by nine this morning; 
'* and the dean of Carlisle and I crossed the water to Battersea, 
'* and went in his chariot to Greenwich, wher^ we dined a^t 
'* Dr. Gastrell's, and passed the afternoon at Lewisham, at 
*' the dean of Canterbury's; and there I saw Moll Stanhope, 
'* who is grown monstrously ulU but not so handsome as for- 
" merly. It ia the ficst little rambling journey I have had this 
** summer about London; and tliey are tlie agreeablest pas- 
** times one can have^ in a friend's coach and goodcompany . " 
July 14.— •* Dean Atterbury sent to me, to dine with 
** him at Chelsea; I refused ills coach, and walked; 
" and am come back by seven." July 19.—** The dean of 
•• Carlisle sat with me to day till three." Aug. »i.— ** I 
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full of envy. It is too hmch, in so bad an age, for a 
person so inclined, and so able to do good^ to have so 
great a> scene of showing his inclinations and abilities. 

If great mlntstets take up this' exploded custom of 
rewarding merit, 1 must retire to Ireland, and wait 
•for better times. The college and you ought to pray 
for another change at court, otherwise 1 can easily 
foretell that their joy and your quiet will be short. 
Let me advise you to place your books in moveable 
cases : lay in no great stock of wine, nor make arfjr 
gi^t alterations in your lodgings at Christ Churchy 
tfnlcss you arc sure they are such as your successor will 
approve and pay for. I am afraid the poor college 
little thinks of this, 

«* Qui nunc te fruitur credulus aurea. » » 

T am going to Windsor with Mr. Secretary * ; and 
hope to wait on you either at Bridewdlf or Chelsea {• 

** walked to day to Chelsea, and dined with the dean of Car- 
•• lisle, who is laid up with'thc gout. It is now fixed, that 
*» he is to be dean of Christ Church in Oxfoid. I was ad*. 
** vising him to use his interest to prevent any misunderstand- 
•* ing between out ministers ; but he is too wise to meddle^ 
*' though he fears the thing and the consequences as much as 
*M . He wiil get into his own quiet deanery, and leave them 
, •* to themselves ; and he is in the right. »' Aug. 28. — " To 
" night at six Dr. Atterbury, and Prior, and I, and Dr. 
•* Freind, met at Dr. Freind*s house at Westminster, who Is 
'^ master of the school : there we s^ till one, and were good 
** enough company." Feb. i, 1711-12. — ** I visited tH© 
*' secretary, and then walked to Chelsea, to dine with the 
. •* dean of Christ Church, who was engaged to Lord Offery, 
•* with some other Christ Church tncn. He made me go 
*' with him, whether I would or no; for they have this long 
'* time admitted me a Chrin Church man.'* Marx:h ij, 
1712. — *' I walked this morning to Chelsea, to see Dr. Attef. 
** bury, dean of Christ Church; I had business with him, 
•* about entering Mr. Fitzmaurice, lord Kerry's sgn, kito his 
•* college.*' Feb 14, 1^11-13. N. 

• Mr. St. John. See in the Journal to Stella, Sept. i, 1711, 
a particular account of Swift's manner of ptssing that day. N. 

+ Where Dr. Atterbury resided as preacher* N. 

J Sec Mr. Lysons's Environs of Londoni v«l. U. p, IJ3. N. 
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I ara, with great respect, and esteem, sir, your most 
obedient and most obliged humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LOfllD, Windsor CastUf October 1^ 1711 • 

I HAD the honour of a long letter from your grace 
about a month ago, which I forebore acknowledging 
sooner, because 1 have been ever since perpetually 
tossed between this and London, and partly because 
there had nothing happened that might make a letter 
worthy the perusal. It is the opinion of some great 
persons here, that the words which the house of com- 
mons took amiss in your address, might very well 
bear an application that concerned only my lord Whar. 
ton. I find they are against my opinion, that a new 
parliament should have been called ; but all agree it 
must now be dissolved : but, in short, we are so ex- 
tremely busy here, that nothing of Ireland is talked 
on above a day or two ; that of the city election I 
have oftenest heard of; and the proceeding of your 
court in it, it is thought, might nave been wiser. I 
find your grace seems to be of my opinion, and so I 
told my lord treasurer* 1 think your Kilmainham 
project uf an address was a very foolish one, and that 
tor the reason of those who were against it. I hope 
Ireland will soon be equally convinced with us here, 
that, if the pretender be in any body's thoughts, it 
is of those they least dream, and who now are in no 
condition of doing mischief to any but themselves. 
As for your convocation, 1 believe every thing there 
will terminate in good wishes. You can do nothing 
now, and will not meet again these, two years ; and 
then, I • suppose, , only to give money, and away. 
there should^ methinksi in the interval^ be some pro- 
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poitif considered and agn^ed upon by the bbhops and 
principal men of the clergy, to have all ready against 
the next doe:*ttng ; and even that I despair of, for a 
thousand reasons too tedious to mention. 

My admiring at the odd proceedings of those among 
the bishops atnl clergy who are angry with roe for 
getting their first-fruits, was but a form of speech. 
i cannot sincerely wonder at any proceedings in dusq'. 
bers oT men, and especially (I must venture to say ao) 
Sn Ireland. Meantime, it is a good jest to hear my 
lord treasurer saying ofteoj before a deal of company, 
" that It was I that got the clergy of Ireland their 
" first-fruits;*' and generally with this addition, 
«« that it was before the duke of Ormond was declared 
*< lord lieutenant." His lordship has long designed 
tfi answer to the letter he received from the bishops ; 
he haatold me ten times, "he would do it to morrow.*' 
He goes to .London this day, but I continue here for 
a week. I shall refresh his memory, and engage my 
lord Harley his son to do so too. 

I suppose your grace cannot but hear in general of 
some steps that are making toivard a peace. There 
came out some time ago an account of Mr. Prior's 
journey to France, pretended to be a translation ; it 
is a pure invention, from the beginning to the end. 
I will let your grace into the secret- of it. The cla- 
mours of a party against any peace without Spain, 
and railing at the ministry as if they designed to ruin 
us, occasioned that production, out of indignity and 
contempt, by way of fiimishing fools with something 
to talk of; and it has had a very great tffect. , Mean- 
time, your grace may count that a peace is going for- 
ward very fast. Mr. Prior was actually in France ; 
and there ace now two ministers from that court in 
London, wliich you may be pretty sure of, if you 
believe what I tell you, that I sapped with them 
myself in the house where I am now writing, Saturday 
last i neiiher do 1 find it to be a very great secret ; 
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^r there were two gentkiaeg more with us beside the 
iaviter« However, I de&ire your grace to say nothing 
of ity because it may look like lightness in me to tell it: 
Mr. Prior was with us toop but what their names are 
I cannot tell ; for I Urlieve those they passed by when 
J was thei^ afe ix>t their real ones. All matters are 
agreed between France and us^ and very much to the 
advantage and honour of England; but I believe, no 
farther steps will be taken without giving notice to 
the allie&. I do nqt tell you one syllable, as coming 
from any great minister; and therefore I do not ber 
xray them. But, there are other ways of picl^ng out 
things in a court : however, I must desire you wiU 
t)at discover any of these little particulars, nor cite 
jae upon any account at all ; for, great men may think 
I tell things from them» although I have them from 
other hands; in which last Qase only, I venture to 
jrepea-t thorn to one I can confide in, and one at so . 
great a distance as your grace. 

I hpmbly thank your grace for the good opinion 
.jrou ace pleased to have of me ; and for your advice, 
which seems to be wholly grounded on it. As to the 
£rst, which relates to m^ ^rtune^ I shall never be 
able tto make myself believed hgw indifferent I am 
about it. I sometimes have the pleasure of making 
that of others ; and I fear it is too great a pleasure tp 
be a virtue, at least in me, Perha^ in Ireland, I 
may not be able to prevent contempt any other way 
than by making my fortune ; but then it is my comi- 
fort, that contempt in Ireland will be no sort of mor'> 
tification to me. • When I was last in Ireland, I wax 
•■bove half the time retired to ione, scurvy acre of 
ground:; and I ziwMfm left it with regret, I am as 
well received and • known at court, as perhaps any 
man ever wa^ of 41^ ^letrel; I have formerly been the 
like« I left it then, and will perhaps leave it now 
(when th^y please to let i^e) without any concern, 
\i]U wjiat f fisw wnfhs will (tempve. Ip isfny m4xij^ 
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to leave great ministers to do as thev please; and if" 
I cannot distinguish myself enough by being useftd 
in such a way as becomes a roan of conscience and ho<- 
nouf) lean do no more; for I never will solicit, for 
myself, although I often do for others. 

The other part of your grace's advicei to be some 
way useful to the church and the public by any talent 
you are pleased to think I possess, is the only thine 
for which 1 should desire some settlement that would 
snake me full master of my time. I have c^en thought 
of some subjects, wherein I believe I mig^t succe^ : 
bur, n!y lord, to ask a man floating at sea what he 
designed to do when he goes on shore, is too hasty a 
question: let him get there first, and rest and dry 
himself, and then look about him. I have been pretty 
well known to several great men in my life ; and it 
was their duty, if they thought I mieht have been of 
use, to put me into a capacity for it ; l>ut I never yet 
knew one great man in my life, who was not every 
day swayed by other motives in distributing his fa- 
YOurs, whatever resolutions he had pretended to make 
to the contrary* I was saying a thing the other day 
to my lord keeper, which he approved of, and which 
I believe may be the reason of this : it was, " that 
persons of transcendent merit forced their way in 
spite of all obstacles; but those whose merit was of a 
second, third, or fourth rate, were seldom able to do 
aiiy thing; because the knaves and dunces of the world 
had all the impudence,' assiduity, flattery, and servile 
compliance divided among them, which kept them 
perpetually in the way, and engaged every oody to 
be their solicitors." I was asking a great minister, 
a month ago> *' how he could poss&ly happen to 
pick out a certain person to employ in a eommission 
of discovering abuses, who was the most notorious 
for the constant practice of the greatest abbses in that 
very kind, and was very well known not to be at all 
reformed?*^ He said, « he knew all thie^;- bat what 
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would I have him to dp?" I answered, " Send any one 
of your fooimch, and command him to choose out the 
first likely genteel fellow he sees in the streets; for 
such a one might possibly be honesty but he was sure 
the other was not, and yet they have employed him/* 
I promise your grace that this shall be the last sally 
I shall ever make to a court, and that I will return ^s 
soon as I can have leave. I have no great pleasure ia 
my present manner of living, often involved in 
things that perple)C rhe very much, and which try 
my patience to the utmost ; teased every day bv solu 
citors, who have so little sense as to think I have 
either credit or inclination to be theirs, although they 
see i am able to get nothing for myself. But 1 find I 
am grown very tedious, and therefore conclude, with 
the greatest respect, my lord, ^f. 



FROM ARCHBISHOP KING, 

RiVEREND sm, Dublin, Oct. 27 i l^ll* 

1 HAVE before me your's of the first instant, but 
have been so employed with attending parliament, 
cxxivocation, and privy council, that I could neither 
compose my thoughts to write, nor find time. Be- 
sides, our business is all in a hurry ; and I may say ih 
fine, that things admit of no perfect account. On 
Wednesday the corn bill, which the commons seemed 
to value most, was thrown out; because it reserved* 
power to the lord lieutenant and council here, to pro^ 
liibit or permit the transportation of grain at 2s\y timet 
There was a design to fall on the privy council upon 
this occasion ; but gentlemen would not come into it ; 
which showed they had some wit in their anger. And 
I am still of opinion, that, with tolerable good m?- 
oa^emen^ this would have been as <}uiet a session as 
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has been in Iceland : but the Dublin busiqess, the ad* 
dress of the lords, Langton's aSair*, and now Hig- 
ins's+i have exasperated the commons to such a- 
eighty that will, as you observe, make this pariia* 
ment to be impracticable any longer. It is true, the 
lords* address might have been interpreted to aim at 
lord "Wharton, and was partly so intended; bu^ it 
was ill expressed to bear that sense; and besides, what 
did it signify for us to show our resentment; when it 
Could only provoke a great man to revenge, and could 
not reach him ? 

As to the first-fruits, and twentieth parts, no body 
here dare say, that any body, beside the duke of Or- 
mond, procured them, but his grace himself; who, 
for ought I can learn, never assumed^ eitKer pubiickly 
or privately, any such merit to himself: and ytt, I 
confess, it is not amiss, that it should be thought he 
did those things. For he could not think of govern- 
ing the kingdom, if it be not believed, that he has 
great intexest at court ; and if that did not af>pear by 
some favQurs of moment obtained for the kingdom, 
.fioite would suppose it. He is truly a modest, gene- 
rous, and honest man ; and assure yourself, that what- 
ever disturbance he has met with, proceeds from his 
sticking too close to his friends. It is t pity, sncb a 
huh should hurt a man. I send yo«t, enclosed, the 
papers that relate to Mr. Higgins. Lcurd Santry was 

* Dominick Langton, clerk, formerly a friar, had accused 
Lewis Mears, £$q., and otlier protestant genttemca of the 
county of West Meath, of entering into an association against 
the queen and her ministry : upon which tlie house of com* 
mons in Ireland, on the sixth of August 1711, voted several 
strong resolutions against the said Langton, declaring his 
charge against Mr. Mears, &c. to be false, groundless, arid 
malicious ; and resolved, that an address should be presented 
to the lord lieutenant, the duke of Orniond, to desire, that 
her majesty would order the said Langton t^ie suuck oft' the 
establishment of I reland. B . 

t See before,^ Dec. 16, 1710. N. 
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heard against hiin» before the lord lieutenant and coun. 
dl, October 27 : he was allowed only to prove the 
articles in his petition, that are marked with P, and 
he seemed to prove them pretty fully ; but Mr. Hig- 
gins not having yet made his defence, I can give no 
Judgment. By the testimony ^f the lower house of 
convocation, in his favour, you will see how heartiljr 
they espouse him And surely both pains and art havt 
been used to screen him : with what effect you shall 
hear when the matter is concluded. I wish every 
good man may meet with as good and as fast friends as 
he has done. I send you Hkewise the votes, that kept 
the commons in debate, from eleven in the morning 
till seven at night. The qde^tion was carried in the 
negative, by two accidents: the going out of one 
member, by chance, to speak to somebody at the put- 
ting the question ; and the coming in of another, in 
his boots, at the very minute. Iteither had not hap- 
pened, it had gone the other way. The personal af- 
fection to the duke of Ormond divided the house. If 
they could have separated him from some others, the 
majority had been great. You may easily, from this- 
see what way the Jbent of the kingdom goes ; ang 
that garbling corporations no way please them. 

'We have several printed accounts of preliminariei 
of the peace; but I believe them all amusements^ 
for, I imagine none of the common scribblers know 
any thing of them at all. I pray God they may be 
such as liiay secure us from a new war ; though, I be^ 
lieve, *the death of the emperor makes a lasting peace 
much more difficult than before.* That depends on a 
balance, and to that three things seem so necessary, 
that any two may stop the third ; tnit now all is redu* 
ced to two. I reckon, as' soon as the peace is settled, 
*the dauphin will be taken out of the way, and then 
f ranoe and Spain wUl fail into one hand : a surmise I 
jiai'e had in mind ever^ since PhMip sot Spain ; and I 
.was :of ofunion, that if we could have oecn secured 
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against this accident^ there had been no need of a war 
at alU 

As to the' convocation, I told you formerly how we 
lost all the time of a recess, by a precipitate adjourn- 
inent made by ' five bishops, when the archbishop of 
-Tuam, and as many of us as were of the privy council, 
were absent, attending at the board, upon a hearing of 
the quakers against the bill for recovery of tithes. 
Since the meeting of the parliament, after the recess, 
we have attended pretty closely, have drawn up and 
agreed to six or seven canons, and have drawn up a 
representation of the state of religion, as to infidelity, 
heresy, impiety, and popery. We have gone through 
likewise, and agreed to, a great part of this ; but I 
doubt we shall not be able to finish it. We have also 
before us the consideration of residence, and the means 
of converting papists. This last sent up from the low- 
er house. But I reckon it not possible to finish these 
things this session. I need not tell you, that my lord 
primate's indisposition is a great clog to dispatch ; 
but he is resolved none else shall have the chair. So 
We dispense with many things, that otherwise I be- 
lieve we should not* We had only two church bills 
this time ; one for unions, which was thrown out in 
our house ; and another for recovery of tithes, which 
1 understand will be. thrown out by the commons. 
Our session draws near an en^, and every body is tired 
of it, 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAME. 

Oc/,31, 17IU 

XO day we bad another hearing at council, concern- 
ing Mr, Higgins's business. Some of his witnesses 
were examined. So far as we have yet heard, it 4oes 

& 
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pot appeat to me, diif they have cleared Mm of tsihper* 
jng with witnesses* ahiftin^. recognizances, or conw 
pounding felonies j . bpt, it is said, these things arc 
common in' the coumiy; and jperhaps that will save 
him. And I know not how far his other witnesses^ 
that are yet to be. examined, may clear him* Th« 
hearing Wted above three hours. I was tmwilling to 
make thb packet too large, so I have eodk>sed th^ 
other prints m awjther. I want some affickvits of gen* 
tlerocn, in which they depose Mr. Higgim's case to 
to contain many falsehoods* . 
I am, iifr. 

WILL.DUBLIN. 



■ / ' FROM THE SAME.. 

HEVESSND SIR, Drt^/f^, iVik^. 1/1 711. 

I HAVE considered that part of your letter that re* 
lates to your own concerns. I find you, in earnest^ 
very indifierent as to making your fortune j but you 
ought not to be so, for a weighty reason you insinuate 
yourself, that you' cannot, without a settlement, be 
master of youf time in such manner, as to apply your- 
self to do something that may be useful to the church. 
I, knqw it is not in your power to do it when you 
please ; biit yet something may be done toward it. 
Get but a letter to the government, from my lord 
treasurer, for the first good preferment ; and you will, 
at the same time, fill it with a good man, and perhaps 
prevent a bad one from setting into it. Sure there is 
no immodesty in getting such a recommendation. 
Consider that years grow upon you ; and, after fifty*, 
both body and mind decay, I have several things on 
the anvil, and near finished, that perhaps might be 
useful, if published : but the continual avocation by 
business, the impositions on me by impertinent visits, 
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and dK Qoeomiets of writing, Whkti grbws moit into« 
krable to me everf day, I doubt^ will prevent my go* 
ing any ^her. Therefore l0*c no time; qut mm eit 
ioiitp tratmikut Mftm eriu I am tttre^ you arfc a1)Ie xp 
io good service ; and gire me leave to be importunate 
with ym tb go about it. C^sar wrote hb Oommen. 
caries under tlie ' urry and fatigues of a general; and 
perhaps a nan's spirit is never more awakened^- nor his 
thoughts better, tian in the intervais of a hurry of bu- 
ftniess. ReiKl Erasmus'a life, and you'll find it was al- 
most a continual journey. You see how malieioos some 
are towards you, in prmting a parc^ of trifles, falsely^ 
M yxnir works. 1 iiis makes it necessary that you 
should shame those varlets, by something that may en. 
lighten the world, which, I a^i sure your genius will 
reach, if you set yourself to it. If I had the honour to 
have any correspondence with' Any lord treasurer, I 
would certainly complain'of you to him, and get his 
Jord^lrip to join ,in this request, wl^dn I persvaSe my- 
self, he would readily do, if put in mind. I do not 
in the least fear that you will be angry with me for 
this, since you cannot suspect my sincerity and kind- 
ness in it: and though I shall be angry with you, if 
^ou neglect yourself and interest, yet it shall eo no ^ 
farther, than td be a trouble to myself, but no ^)ate« 
inent of the real friendship of 

Your's, ^r. 

WILL. DUBLIN. 



FROM THE SAME. 
itietPffttNO silt, Dnhlift, No^j. 10, 1711. 

X ERHAPS it will not be ungrateful to you, to know 
our session of parliament ended on Friday last. We 
threw out in the house of lords, two bills ; that against 
fines in the city of Dublin, aiui about quit-rents ; and 
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Teced an address, in opposiuon to tKe coiiim<N»* addrea 
about revolution principles. We likewise burned Mr* 
Stoughton's sennon*9 preached at Christ Chtrdi on tbi 
SOth o£ Januaryi some years agot. The house were 
pleased to vote me thanks for prosecuting himi whicbi 
you may remember, I did in a diffiqdt time, notvtith^ 
standing the opposition I bad from the govemmentf 
and his protection by lord Ikerin^ which he j^aded 
in court: and yet I followed him ao close, that t 
forced him put.of his living. After this, we htinied 
Mr. Boyse's book of A Scriptuilsl Bishepf 2 and Sdme 
0bservators|. Our address was brougte in yeatcrdiy | 
in which sure we are even with the oommons. I for* 
got to tell you, we agreed to another address against 
dissenting ministers, and their twelve hundred poundsi 

£r awmfru The commons made an address to my lord 
!Utenant> in which they bring him in for revolutioii 
principles* ** The Memorial of the Church of £ng# 

* Scebefoiiet Feb. 105^ 170^.^) March s6, 1709. N. 

f It was printed in 410, at Dublin, under tho title ol^ 
*' The Office of a Cliristian Bishop described, and recom«> 
mended from i Tim. ch. iii. ver. 1 j an ©rdination sermon. 
With an abpendix to it, and a postscript, conuinirtg aii apology 
for the publication of it. " The appendix and postscript were 
added to the second edition of the Sermon. The author was 
an eminent dissenting minister at Dublin. B. 

X Papers publish*i under that title, by John Tutchin, esq. 
who had been severely sentenced by lord chief justice JefiVeys* 
in king James the second's reign. He was, at last, attacKed 
in the night, for some offence which he bad giv#n by his writ, 
ings, and died in consequence of the Yiolenof used tdward 
him. Dr. Swift, in his Examiner, No. 15, Nov. 16, lyio* 
spealcs of this writer, and of Daniel de Foe, author ef ** The 
Review of the State of the British Nation," as '^ Two stupid 
illiterate sciibbltrs, both of them fanaticks by pfeftsaion." B* 

^ This address was agreed to upon Nov. 9, 1711. The twelve 
hundred pounds ptr annum was originally a bounty to those 
ministers from king Charles the second, confinned by kin; 
WilUam» and continuod by queen Anne. !• 

• 2 
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land*" waft reprinted here, and dedicated to my lord 
lieutenant. This was faroueht into the house of ccMn- 
monsf and I doubt, would not Have escaped, if the 
Qsher of the black rod had not called them up to the 
prorogation. Lifngton's 'business came likewise into 
the house ci lords, and when thie house was full of la* 
dirt^ nn ofer was made to receive the report of the 
comnitteei which aontaiiied many sheets df paper. A 
^[reatdebate happened upon it; but at last it was 
Wjved, and ordered to be laid before the lord lieutenant* 
* In short, we parted in very ill humour; and Lap. 
crdiend that the minds of the generality are not easy« 
Kly lord duke of Ormond, so far as 1 could take it, 
tnade a very modest and healing speech ; and his grace 
ieemed, in it, to be altogether disinterested in parties* 
All tbese you have in public ; and if you think it 
worth white, I will take care to send them as they am 
printed. 

As to our convocation, those who had loitered aad 
done nothing before last week, pressed on the repre* 
Mentation of the state of religion, as to infidelity, he* 
xesy, impiety, and popery ; it will, in some time, be 
printed^ I had many reasons, but insisted only on 
two; first, its imputing all vices to us, as if we were 
the worst of people in the world ; not allowing any- 
good among us« Secondly, not assi^ing it a cause of 
the natives continuing papists, that no care was evejr 
taken to preach to them m their own language, or 
.translatipg the service into Irish. You will find the 
matter in Heylin's Reformation, ^d Eliz. i60(/, p^ 
128^ I was forced to use art to procure this protest to 
be admitted, without which they would not have aU 
lowed me to offi^r reasons, as I bad cause to believe. . 

* Published at firit in 1705, 4to, under this title, ^'^The 
JMemorial of tha Church of England, hunnbly oi^Fed to thi? 
consideration of all tni« Lovers of pur Chufch and Constini- 
tion."— 'This libel, upon its &[»% publication, l^ivingbeen pre- 
sented 'as such by the grand jury of London and Middlesex, 
A-uj^. ^ 1 1 1705, was burnt by the common hangman* B« 
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Both the parliament and convocation have been $o 
ordered, as to make us appear the wont people in the 
world, disloyal to her majesty^ and enemies to the 
church) and I suspect, with a design to make us ap, 
pear unworthy to have apy countenance or pitferment 
in OQr native couptry. When the repreaentation k 
printed, I will, if you think It worth your while, send 
you my protest. We agreed likewise in some canons 
of no great aK>menr, and some forms oi prayer, ahd 
forms of receiving papists, and sectaries;. which» I 
think, are too strait. I brought in a paper about resi. 
dence; but here was no tinw to consider it, nor that 
which related to the means of converting papists* I 
did not perceive any zeal that way. A great part of 
our representation relates to sectaries ; and many things, 
in the whole, seem to me not defensible. I told yot} 
before, how we lost six weeks, during the adjourn* 
mem of the parliament ; and since it sat, we could tmly; 
meet in the afteriKXHi, and I was frequently in council | 
90 that I. was neither present when it was brought into 
the house, when it passed for the most part, or was 
sent down in parcels, in foul rased papers, that I could 
not well read, if I had an oj^rtunity ; and never • 
heard it read through before it past. 

I believe most are agreed, that if my advice had 
been taken j this would have been the peaceablest sea* 
sion that ever was iiv Ireland; whereas it has been one 
of the most boistero&St I believe it was his grace the 
duke of Ormond's interest to have it quiet ; but then 
the managers conduct has showed themselves to be ne^ 
cessary. I have wearied myself with this scroll, and 
perhaps you vyill be so likewise* I am, ^c. 

WILUDUBWN, 
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FROM MR. SECRETARY ST. JOHN. 

HamfUm Courts Nro. 1 6, 17U. 

I RETURN yeu thc^hcet*, which it, I think, very 
eorrtct. Sunday morning 1 hope to see yon. I am 
•Inoerdy your hearty fiimd and obedient servant. 

H. ST. JOHR 
I have a vile ttory to tell you of the moral philoso- 
^er Stede. 



FROM THE SAME. 

DIAR DQCTORi No^fi 17, HW. 

1 ASK pardod for my mistake -f, and I send yoa the 
fight |Miper. I am, in sickness and in health, ever 
your faithfiil friend, and obedient servant* 

H. ST. JOHN. 



FROM MRS. LONGJ. 

Nov. 18, 1711. 

If yvHL will again alfew me the pleasure of hearing 
from you, without murmuring, 1 will let you enjoy 
that of laughing at me for any foolish word I misapply; 
for I know you are too reasonable to expect me to be 
nicely ri^t in the matter; but then when ^ou take a 
fancy to be angry, pray let me know it quietly, that 
I may clear . toy meanings, which are always uir firom 

♦ Probably of " The Conduct of the Allies," which was 
published Nov. 17, 1711. B. 

+ Alluding to the preceding letter. N. 

X Thus indorsed by the doctor; " Poor Mrs Long' » last 
letter, written iive weeks before she didU." D, S. 

Digitized by VJV^WV IV 



LBTTIES TO AlTD FROM l>R« tWIfT. 195 

ofieitdiog my fHeadst however unha^ I may be io 
Qiy expressions. Could I expect you to remember ad)" 
part of my letters so long ngo^ I Would ask yoQf that 
you should know where to find me^ when you had a 
mind to it ; but I suppose you were in a romantick 
strain^ and designed to hare surprised me talking^ to 
myself io a wood, or by the sea. Forgive the dulhieii 
of my apprdiensiom aad if telling you that I am at 
Lynne wiU not do, I will print it> nowever Inconve* 
nient it may yet be to me ; for I am not the better for 
the old lady's deaths but am put in hopes of being easy ' 
at Christmas; however^ I shall still continue to be Mrs* 
Smythy near St. Nich(>las^s church in the town afore* 
aaids so much for my affairs^ Now as to my health) 
that was mudi out of order kst summer ; my distem^. 
per was a drepsy or asthma (you know what I mean^ 
but I cannot tftW it right) or both» la2y distempers^ 
which I was too lazy to molest while they would let me 
sit in quiet ; but when they grew so unveasonablc as 
not to let me do thiat> I applied mysdf to Dtr. Inglis^ 
by whose adtioe I am now well enough. To give you 
the best account I can of this place, the ladies will 
make any leturns^ if one aiay believe what they say of 
one another s the men I know little o£^ for I am bere^ 
what you have often upbraided me with, a prude in 
every thing but ccBsurlng mf neighbours. A cou|^ of 
divines, two aldermen^ and a custom-house officer, are 
all my men acquaintance ; the gay part of the town i 
know nothing of, and although for the honour of the 
place I will suppose thefe are good poets, yet that I 
never mqutred after. I have a shelt pretty well filled 
at hoQ^e, but waot a Miscellany Mr. dteele' put out last 
year ; Miss Hessy promised it me, but has forgot it ; 
I fancy you have interest enough with him to get it for 
roe. I wish too at your leisure you would make a pe. 
digree for me ; the people here want sadly to know 
what I am ; I pretend to no more than being of George 
Smyth's fcmily of Nitly, but do not talk much of it 
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for fear of betraying myself; so they fancy someni^s.' 
tcry to be in the matter, and wonld give their rivals* 

Clace to be satisfied. At. first they thought I came 
tther to make my fortune, by catching up some of 
their young fellows ; bat having avoided that sort d£ 
conif>anyf 1 am still a riddle tl^y know not what to 
make of. Many of them seem to love me well enough ; 
for I hear all they say of one another without making 
mischief among them, and give them tea and cof!ee 
when I have it, which are the matest charms I can 
boast of: the fine lady I have left to Moll (who I sup^ 
pose was at the Bath) or any other that will take it up; 
for I am grown a good housewife; I can pOt and pic- 
kle, sir, and handle a needle very prettily ; see Miss 
He8S)''s scarf, I think that is improving mightily. If 
Miss Hessy keepscoropany with the eldest Hatton, and 
is still a politician, she is not the girl I took her for ; 
but to me she seems melancholy. Sure Mr. St. John 
is not so altered but he will make returns ; but how 
can I pretend to judge of any thine, when my poor 
cousin IS taken for an hermaphrodite! a thing I as lit- 
tie suspected her for as railing at any body ; I know so 
little-cause for it^ that I must be silent. I hear but lit. 
tie of what is done in the world, but should be glad 
the ministry did themselves the justice to distinguish 
'men of merit : may I wish you joy of any prcfermentf 
I shall do it heartily : but if you have got nothing, I 
am busy to as much purpose as you, although my em- 
ployments are next to picking straws. Oh, bur you 
are acquainted with my lord Fitzharding, for which I 
rejoice with you, and am your most obedient servant, 

ANNE LONG, 
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XETTfiKS TO AXD flldM DR. SWlTT. ^^1 

MR. SHOWER ♦ TO THE LORD HlGri^TREA- 
SURER OXFORD. 
MY i.oRp> Lomdan^ Dec. 20, J7IU 

A HOUGH tkcre be Kttle reason to expect your Idrd^ 
ship »hoiild imcrposc in fairour o^ the diasentcrt, wh<J 
have been so shainefu% abandoned^ sold, and afaerificed 
hf their professed friends ; the atfempc is hdwever U^ 
glorious^ in all its views, tendencies, and prospects^ 
that, if it be, not tab late; I would most humbly beg 
your lordship not.tc^be immoveable as to that matter; 
The fatal f wsequcnces of that bill cannot be expves^edt 
I'dre^d to think of some^rf them; and shall asmacb 
rejoice with many thousands* if yon may be snstro^ 
mfcntal to prevent it, M^y Heaven direct yoo in thi^ 
0nd all your great afiairs ht the p^Ho good of yOQ» 
country I 

}. am, my honoured Jorjif, 
, ^ Yournw>st obedient servant, 

JOHNStiOWEIU 



LORD OXFORD'S ANSWER TO MR* 
SHOWER +, 

REVEREND $IR, -P/f. 21y I7ll', 

xl AD not a very painful distemper confined me^ I had 
desited the favour of seeing you some time since; aod 

♦ An eminent discerning miftister. He Was born at Exeter 
in 1657, and officiated in the Old Jewry. He died June 28;^ 
171 f, aftbr having published a great number of Setmonsand 
other religious treatises, which are fenun»f r?^t?d in the Lifi^ prc- 
fixetl to his Funeral Sermon h^ W. To^ig. Si? Bartholomew 
Shower was his brother. B. 

■f Tlie answer was wrkten by Dr. Swift, as appears not 
only from his handwriting, but particularly from a correctiojgi 
in thq original draught. It appears also, by the Journal tq^ 
StcUa, that another answer had been writtep by the earl of 
Oxford ; ** which his friends would not let him sen<J, btt| wa« 
a very |;ood one.** B* 
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I should have spoken very plainly to you, as I shall 
whoMverl'See ¥€«•• I havehmg foretold^ that the 
IBisinters must be saved whether they will ot not : 
they resist even restraining grace; and would almost 
cd^vkice me, that the hotion of itian's hdrig sl inecha^ 
VHm ia tjme m erary part. To see men movedas pap. 
fmh with rage fiv their intorest, with envy aaing 
^gakisl their oini iotemt, having men's persons in ad. 
fniratiMi : net oqly these of their own bo4y> who cer* 
fisriy are the first who pieteaded to oonsommate wis. 
do8i jUid deep policy^ yet have shown that they knevr 
00^ the oooiBion aflSiks of thia nation, bat are dweller^ 
in thiel^ day. They are epicureans in act, puritans ki 
proftsskm* politietans in conceit, and a prey and laugh- 
xngtt6ck to the deists and ayiugogoe of the libertines, 
in whom they have trusted, and to whose infisllibility 
they hate aold thonselves and their congr^ations. All 
they have done, or can do, shall never malce me their 
enemy. I pity poor ddaded cfeatmei, that have for 
ievei\teen years wsen acting agaihst all their principles, 
and the liberty of this nation, without leaving so much 
salt as to keep the body of them sweet: for there has 
not been one good biU, during that term of years, 
which tbey have not opposed in the house of eamfiions : 
contrary to the practice of those very few dissentns 
which were in the parliament in king Charles the Se*, 
cotid's time, who thereby united themselves to the 
country gentlemen^ the advanage oif which thev found 
Sx many years after. But now they have listed them* 
•el^es with thos^ who had first denied our Saviour, 
and now have sold them, 

I have written this only to show you, that I am 
ready to do every thing that is practicable, to save peo. 
pie who are bar|;ained for by tneir leaders, and given 
tip by their ministers: I say, their mi/iisUrs; because 
it is averred and represented, that the dissenting mi« 
nistets have been consulted, and are cbnsehting to this 
bUIf By what lies and aru they are brouj^ht to this^ I 
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io not care to mention; but, as to m^selfi the cngu 
Eieers of this biU thought they had obtained a great ad* 
vantage against me, Inding I had stopped it in the 
house of coimnonsi they thought to bring me to a f^taj 
dilemnd, whether it did, or did not pass. This tirool^ 
ha?eno influence with me; for I will act what I think 
to be right, let there be the worst enemies in the wort^ 
of one side or other. I guess, by your letter, th<ut 
Toa do not know that the bill yesterday passed bot|i 
BOQsee, the lords having agreed to the amendments 
made by the commons ; so that there is no room to do 
any thing upon that head. 

What remains is, to desire that the dissenters may 
serioosly think from whence they are fallen^ and do 
rbcir- first works— ^nd recover their reputation of so. 
briety, integrity, and love of their country, which u 
the sincere and heany prayer of. 
Reverend sir, 

your most faithful and 

most humble servant, 

QxrokA 



ON MRS. LONG'S DEATH •. 

tiHf lamdov$ Dtt. 9£i If I J. 

That you may not be surprised with a letter ut- 
terly unknown to you, I will tell you the octasioh ^>f 
it. The lady who lived near two years in your n^igh- 
boodiDodi and whom you was so kind to visit under 
the name of Mrs. Smyth, wa» Mrs. Anne Long,'siit^r 
to sir lames Long, and niece erf coJ. Srranpways : sSe 
was of as good a private family as most inEnglan^, 
and had every valuable quality of body and mind that 
could make a lady loved and esteemed. Accordingly 

• See the Decree for concludinj; the treaty b«tW6ea XftX^ 
Svcit'i UKi Mr«. Long, in 17O9, ia 9ol. IV. N. 
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ihe was always valued heie above aott «f her seai^ 
and by mo^t disdngmsbed persons. But, by tb« ma^ 
kindikss of her friends and the generosity of ker own 
nature, and depending upon the death of a very old 
grandmother, which did not happen till it was too latej 
contracted some debts that made her uneasy here^.and 
in order to clear them wa» content to retire unknown to 
your town, where I fear her death has heeti hastened 
oy melancholvi and perhaps thewantpfsiich assistance 
ds she might have found here* I thought fit. to signify 
this to you, partly to let you know how valuable a 
persoh you have lost, but chiefly to desire that you will 
please to bury her in some part of your church tiear a 
wall where a plain marble stone may be fixedi as a poor 
tnot)ument for one whp deserved so wellf and which, if 
God sends me life, I hope one day to place there, if no 
Other of her friends will think fit to do it* I had the 
honour of an intimate acquaintance w^th her, and was 
tieverso sensibly touched with any on^^s death as with 
hers. Neither did I ever know a person of either sex 
yfitb more virtues, or fewer infirnuties; the only one 
^e had, which was the neglect of her own afl^irs, aris- 
ing wholly from the goodness of her temper. I write 
HOC this to you at all as a secret, but am content your 
town shoild know what an excellent person they have 
had among thero» If you visited her any short time 
before her death, or knew any particulars about it, or 
of the state of her mind, or the nature of her disease, 
'. t beg you will be so obliging to inform me ; for the 
letter we have seen from Aer poor maid is so imperfect 
by her grief for the death or so good a lady, that it 
only teUs the time of her death; and your letter may, 
if you please, be directed to Dr. Swift, and put under 
a cover, which' cover may be direaed to Erasmus 
Lewis, esq^ at the earl of Dartmouth's c^ce, at 
Whitehall. I hope vou will forgive this trouble for 
the occasion of it, and give some allowances to so great 
A loss, not only to me, but to all who have any regard 
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tor evely- |>«tfection that hoouin nature cao pofcessi 
and if any way I can serve or oblige you^ I shall be 
gUd oi an opportunity of obeying your connnaftds* 
I ami &c« 

J. SWIFT. 



TO DR. STERiSffi. 

«lft, ' London^ Dee. 29i 1?1 U 

1 H£ reason t have. iMtt troubled you this long time 
with my letters^ was, because 1 woqld not disturb the 
^uiet you Uve in, and which the greatest and wisest 

• men here .would envy,' if th^y knewi and whi^h it is 
one pstft (tf yppr happinesf than they do not* I have 

,cAciiseT>t.thQjprchbishop* political letters, of whieh t 
suppose you have had part. I have some weeks ago 
received a Inciter from his- grace, which I desigh to 
acknowledge in a short time (as I desire you will 
please to tell him) when things here come to some is<* 

. sue; and so we ejcpect they will do in a little time. 
You know what an unexpected thing fell out the first 
da^ of this session in the house oflords, by the ca^ 
nrice, discontent, or some worse motive of the earl of 
Nottingham t. * 

In above twenty yean, that I hare known something 
of courts, I never observed so many odd, dark, unac« 
countable circumstances in any public affiiir. A ma- 
jority against the court, carried by five or six dttpeod* 

♦ The arcJibishop of Dublin, Dr. King. B. 

f The earl of Nottingham proposed in the house of lords, a 
clause to be inserted in the address of thanks to the <)ueen for 
her speech, to represent to her majesty, as the humble opinion 
and advice of the house, that no peace could be made sa& or 
honourable to Great Britain or Europe, if Spain or the West 
Indies were to be allowed to any branch of the house of Bour- 
. bon. Which motion was carried by a majority of sixty-one 
votes to fifiyifivc. B. 

VOL. XV. ' T ' ' ,,,.e.,,v;oogle' * 



inglords^ who owed the best )pan of thdr bitad to 
fubniions fcom the ooart, and who were xM, by the pyib. 
liccnemf } that what «}^did tecnid bt pfeasin^ to t)r 
gueeny though it was openly levelled against the first 
•minister's- b^d: again, those, whose pursestrings and 
heartstrings were theaaflie) aHtxi a sudden scattering 
their money to bribe vOtes : a lord •, who had been so 
far always a tory^ as often to be thought in the pre- 
tender's interest, giving his vote for the ruin of all his 
old. friends^ caressed by those whigs, who hate.d and 
abhor^d him: the whigs all chimine in with a bill 
igfUimt oecaiiond eonfarmityt ; and (tit very dissent- 
ing «)(tiistet« agreeing to it, for reasons that no body 
alive can tetl| ; a resolution of breaking the treaty jii 
peaci, without any postRile scheme for contintiing die 
war:* and all «hb owing to a doobtftiktess, or |neofi« 
atdAcy in one certain quarter, whichj at this dis«tatlcet 

* Bail of Nuttmgham. U* 

+ One of the coivditions upoir which the carl of Nottingham 
wis said to have entered into strict engaj;eitients withihe lords 
ef themodertte party, was their concurrence with him in a bfil 
to previbnt wcfcaiJeind canfpfnri^^ wkkh he bad focmedy ufgod, 
and^^jv dej^qaed to brkig into the house of lords j thdugh utu 

^ der another title, and with such clauses as would, in some 
inea:>ure, eularge the toleration of dissenters, and he a farther 

-<ecufJty ti the protectant successfoti ih the house of commoiis. 
Accordinzly, Dec. 15, 171 1, his lordship bnuigin iitto the 
h^MdM «f lords ** A biH f6r4W«s#nifiiig tkm |^f#f«^ta»t, religion, 
by better securing the church of England, sn by law es^. 

' blisiied ; and for confirming the toleration granteA to the pro- 
tectant drssenters, by an act, intituled, * Ati act for cxemih. 

An^ tHeii- maieslies peotbstant «ubj«6U ftt^m th« p^ni^Ulespf 
certain laws ; and for the supplying the defect* thereuf 5 \ ^ and 
for the further securing the protestartt succession, by requiring 
the practisers of the law, in North Britain, to take the (^ths, 
and subicribe the declaration therein mentioned." His Igftl- 
shfp was supported b^ the earls of Scarborough atnd Wharton, 
and several other lords \ so that the bill was Tetfeived, aud read 
the first time without opposition i and Dec. it, it passed ihe 
house of 1 >rds ; as it did that of the commons on the aoth. Ji. 
^ it is ;$tiid (he dissenter^ consented to be kept out, that ihc 
papists might not be let in. U. 
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x^BTTEES TOtAif]> ntoM mi. «trrm ffiC 
I toe not dcKYthe* ^ Kelther do I find aof ofie' persr 
son, though deepest in iffairs, who can tell what sccpt 
to cdbe. On jmauay die soooad^ the faoBseo^ lords it 
to neety and» it is expectcdf th^ wtil go on in theif 
Yonea and addresses, against a peace. 

On cbe other side, we are endearomkigto get a ma. 
jority, and have called ap tw^eark aobBt^ tM hboso 
of peers ; and I t^o^gli^. aix; more would have becit 
called} and perhaps they may before Wpdaeaday. ' Wa 
expect.tfae. duke of Somerset and lord Cholmondeley 
will lose their placps; but it is not yet dfXK^iind w^ 
wiafi for one more chafnge at court, which you must 
guess. To know upon. what small circumsfancts, and 
by what de|;rees, this change has been brought ^bdut, 
would require a great deal more than 1 can, of diare 
write* 

There is not one, which I did not give warning of 
to those chiefly concerned, many months ago ; and so 
did some others, for they were risible enoiigh. Tliis 
must infallibly end either in an entire change of mea. 
sures and ministry, 6t in a firm 'establishment of our 
side. Delay, and tenderness to an inveterate party, 
have been very inatrtmiental to thia ill state of affairs. 
Thev teU me you in Ireland are furious against a peace; 
and It is i gt^t j^st to ^ee people in Irdand furious 
te or against any thing. ^ 

I hope to see yon in sprii^, when traveUing weather 
baxses on. But I have a mind to see the issue of this 
aeaaion. I reckon your hands aie now out of monar, 
and that your garden is finished : and I suppose you 
have now one or two fifty pounds ready for books ^| 

• Dr. Stcme made a large collection of books, and placed 
them in the upper part of the Deanery. house (then buili by 
him) which he fitted up for this purpose in one great room, 
with a fire-place at each end. He enlarged this collection very 
much in the subsequent part of his lifh^ and when he died bi> 
shop of-Clogher, in^ June 1745, he bequeathed such books out 
of it, to the trusteesjof th^ public library in Dublin, founded 
T 2 • 
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wiiidt I wm kf om for yoo^ if ycm will give me ill. 
veau>fis. 

I lunre incfeaiei 1117 own little library very consider* 
aUf ; I nieao, m ftr as one fifty ponndsy which is rtry 
considerable for me. I have jusc had a letter froio the 
St. Mary ladies, ^e*. 1 thooght they were both 
dead ; but liind they sometimes drink your claret still, 
and win your money. I am, sir, your most jobedient 
kumble serrantj 

YoQ know who. 

P. S. I had sealed my letter, bat have broke it open» 
to tell you, and all that love the church and crpwn, 
that all things are now welK The queen has turned 
out the 4*^ke of Somerset, and has created twelve 
new lords, of which three are peers eldest sons, th^ 
xest new created; so that a majority is past dispute. 
We are all in the greatest joy imaginable to find her 
snajesty declare herself so seasonably t 



t6 archbishop king, 

MY LOao, tQnian^ Jan, S, 1711.15?, 

I CANNOT In conscience take up your grace's, time 
with an empty letter; and it is not every day one can 
furnish what will be worth your reading. I. had all 
your grace's packets; and I humbly thai3c your grace 

by primate Marsh, as they wanted. The remainder he directe4 
to be sold, and the money to be divided among the curates 6i 
his diocese ; but as (hose geptlem^n. chose rather tq have the 
books divided amongst them, their request was complied witji 
by the bishop's executors; and all the books, bemg a great 
numberi wefe divided into lots, as nearly equal as possible iii 
value, ^nd nailed up, in boxes that were numbered. Dupli- 
pates of these numbers were written on pieces pf paper, |ui4 
the curates drew for them. F: 
* Mrs. Johnson and Mr$. Pin^ley. B* 
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ttirir totns ; and we si^^XMe k will «ll end in a tour* 
ney of (^soQc. We are ao con^deaily toid of the 
dukeof Somerset's being outy that I writ 90 to thedoan 
of St. Patrick'!. A n»n (^ quality told me, he had 
it from my lord keeper, whotn I asked next ^y, and 
found it a mistake; out it is impos9ible to ifonce against 
all lies; lov^v^ft it is still expected that the di»ke 
wdl be out) and that many other removes will be made. • 
Lord Randagh^ died on Sunday morning : he was 
very poor ancf ttecdy^ and wwild hardly s<Mpport hjmself 
for want of a jlension, which used to be paid hioi* and 
which his friends solicited as a thing of perfect charity. 
He died hard» as the term of art is here> to express the 
wofiil state of men who discover 1^ religion at their 
fkath. 

The towft talk is that the duke of Ormond will go 
ISO more to Ireland, but be succeeded by the duke of , 
Shrewsbury, who is a very great and excellent person ; 
and I will hold a wager that your grace will be an ad- 
mirer of his duchess : if they ^0, I w^ certainly order 
her to make all advances to you: but this is only a ge- 
lieral report, bf which they know nothing at court, 
ahkoQgii I think it not altogether iitiprobable. 

We have yet heard nothing of my lord privy sead. 
Buys, the Dutch envoy, went to HoUaod, 1 think, a( 
the same ttme* Buys ia a great pretender to pc^itickst 
ttnd always leaves the compaay with great expiressiooa 
of satisfaction that he has convinced t^em all; he took 
nuch pin|.s to persuade me out of some opinions ; and, 
although jUI he said did but £x me deeper, he told th^ 

* Richard }ones» baron ]ones of Navan, and viscount Rane-t 
la^A, created earl of Raneiagh, Dec. 11, 1677. He was vice 
|r«2^urer of Ireland, constable of Arhlone, several years pay« 
nuu^ter of the anny, and a lord of the privy council. Dying, 
Jan. 3, 17 1 1, without surviving ms^le is:>uc, the title of earl 
became extinct ; but those of viscount and haron reverted to 
the issue of a second son of sir Roger Jones, the 6rst viscount. 
Sdt a^ letter of lady Catharine Jones, his daughter, Junaiii 
1729; and anothec> June 15, 1732. If. 
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ministry how successful he Imd been. I have got pooi^ 
Dr. King ♦, who was tome time in Ireland^ to be Ga* 
zetteer, which will be worth 260L fir annum to him, 
if he be diligent and sober^ for which I am engaged. 
I mention this, because I think he was under your 
grace's protection when he was in Ireland. 

By what I gather from Mr, Southwell, I believe 
your grace stands very well with the duke of Or* 
i^nd; and it is one great Addition to ray esteem 
for Mr. Southwelli that he is entirely your grace's 
friend and humble servant, delighting to do you jus* 
tice upon all occasions. 

J am, with the gfeatest respectj 
your grace's most dutiful > 
and most humble servant. 



FROM DR. SACHEVERELL. 
RBVBEEND SIR, Soufhwark, Jan. 31, l7ll-l^« 

oINCE you have been pleased to undertake the gene*, 
rous office of soliciting my good lord treasurer's favour 
.in my behalf, \ should be very ungrateful if I did not 
return yon my most hearty thanks tor it, and my hum. 
blest acknowledgments to bis lordship for the success 
it has met with. 

I received last Monday a message b}' my pupil, Mr. 
Lloyd, (representative of Shropshire,) from Mr. Har, 
ley, by his lordship's order, to inquire what my bro- 
ther was qualified for. I told him, having failed in his 
trade, he had been out of business for some years, dur- 
ing which time I had entirely maintained him and hi9 

♦ Dr. William King ot the Commons ; whose Mlscbmne- 
ous Writings, in verse and prose, were collected in three vo- 
lumes, small 8vo. 1776, with Biographical Memoirs, by the 
e4itQr of these volumes* N. ^ , 
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for ytmr good iitstrnctions to iiie> which I shall observe 
as soon as ever it shall please God to put me into a wa/ 
of life where I can have leisure for such speculations. 

In above twenty 3rears that I have known something 
of courts and ministers, I never saw so strange and odd 
a complicated disposition of affairs as what we have had 
for six weeks past. The facts your grace may have 
met with in every common newspaper ; but the springs 
of them are hardly discoverable even by those wno had 
most opportunity of observing. Neither do I find 
those who should know best, agree upon the matter. 
There is a perpetual trial of skill between those who 
are out and thxxe who are in; and the former are gene, 
rally more industrious at watching opportunities. Last 
September, at Windsor, the duke ot Somerset*, who 
had not been at cabinet council for many months, was 
advised by his friends of the late ministry to appear 
there, but the rest refused to sit with him ; and the 
council was put off until next day, when the duke went 
to a horserace. This was declaring open war; and 
ever since both he and his duchess (who is in great fa- 
vour) have been usine all sorts of means to break the 
present ministry. Mrs. Masham was absent twa 
months from Windsor^ with lying in at Kensingtons 
and my lord treasurer six weelu by indisposition. 
Some time before the session, the duke abovementioned 
went to all those lords, who, by the narrowness of 
their fortune^ have depended on the court, and engaged 
them to vote against the ministry, by assuring them it 
was the queen's pleasure. He is said to have added 
other powerful motives. Bothmar'sf memorial was 
published just at that juncture, as Hoffman the empe- , 
ror*s resident had some time before printed the French 
lung's propositions. It is confidently afErmed, by those 

* This happened August 12, 171 1. See Journal to Stella, 
Auguft 13. N. 

f Baron Bothmar, envoy extraordinary from the elector of 
Hanover, afterHnrard king George I. N. 
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wtio should know, that money was plentifitl]r«:atlcftd* 
By these and some other accidents, the vote was c^frried 
against the ministry ; and every body of either party 
understood the thing as intended directly against my 
lord treasurer's head. The house of lords made a very 
short adjournment, and were preparing seme resolo^ 
tibns and addresses of the most dangetous importafice* 
We had a very melancholy Christraasi and the iliost 
fearless, persons were shaken : fbr our gr^at dinger lay 
where 1 cannot tell your grace at this distance. Tnt 
thing wished for was, the removal of the Somerset h^ 
miiy ; but that could not be done, nor yet is. Ato> 
some time, the que^n declared hersdf as yoo have Keard# 
and twelve new lords were created. - 

My lord Nottingham's game in this aflbir has been 
most talked of, and several hard things said of hint 
are afiirmed to be true . The dissenting ministers in 
this town wcrfc consulted about the occasional billi 
and agreed to it, for what reasons I cannot learn; that 
which is offered not satisfying me, that they were 
afraid of worse. 1 believe tney expected an entire 
change of ministry and measures, aftd a nr«i ^rliament, 
by which it might be jepealed, and hav^ instead some 
law to their advantage. Tlie duke of Marlborough't 
ifemoval * has passed very silently; the particular tea. 
tons for it I must tell yourgrac^ some other time: bat 
]^ow it will pass abroad I cannot answer. Pdopfe on 
both sides conciude from it, tha» the peace is certain; 
but the conclusion is ill drawn: the thing Urould have 
been done, although we had beeij sure of continuing 
the war. We are terribly afraid of prince Eogifne's 
.coming, and therefore it was put off uptil the resolu^ 
tions were taken, Before he came out of his yachti 
he asked how many lords were madie ? He was a ^ari 
ter of an hour with the quet^n, on Sunday about seven 
at night. The great men resolve to entertain him ia 

• Dec. 30. 171 X. See JourAal to Stella, J%b^ x, iyiui%» Nw 
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fiimily: that his education bad not qualified him fpr 
any considerable or nice post : but that) if his lordship 
tbcMight hi^ an object ii his favour^ I entirely &ub« 
mitted Imn to his disposal^ and should be rery thank« 
fiiU to his goodness to east lae of part of that heavy 
burden of my family, that required more than my pooc 
circumstances could allow of. , 

. I am informed also, that I am very much indebted 
to my great countryman, Mr. secretary St. John, for 
his generous recommendation of this matter to his 
lordship. I should be proud of an opportunity of 
expressing my gratitude to that eminent patriot, for 
whem no one, that wishes the welfare or honour 
of his church or country, can have too great a vene- 
iration. 

But for yourself, (good doctor! ) who was the first 
sprin£ to move it,- 1 can never sufficiently acknowledge 
the obligation. I should be glad, if you will coro^ 
mand me, in any time or place to do it, which will be 
a farther favour conferred on, reverend sir. 

Your most faithful servant, 

H. SACHEVERELL. 

F. S. I am told there is a place in the custom.house 
void, called the searchers ; which, if proper to ask, 
I would not presume; but rather leave it to his 
lordship's disposal. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

mV lord, LoMdott, March 29, 1712^ 

I CANNOT ask pardon for not sooner acknowledge 
ing your grace's letter, because that would loc^ as if 
I thought mine were of consequence. Either I grow 
weary of politicks, or am out of the way of tnem, 
or there is less stirring than usual ; and indeed we aure 
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affl in fuspcme at present ; but I am tdd tkK in: tro or 
twelve days time, we sh^f know what the iicoe witt 
be at Utrecbt. I can only tell your graocr that ^mre 
tfre so|ne unlucky circumttances^ not prober to be trusted 
lo a letter, which have kitherte' retarded this gtou 
work I Mibi hd'tbrm rermm mortal'iMm cunctii in wfo^ 
His ob*versaHtur. Mean-tkne, we are with gfeat diffik' 
Cujty rafsin^ fofnds u^n M^hich to borrow five m^liobs. 
One of those funds is a tax upen paper, and I think dO 

rt cent, upon imported hooks; and of such a^iatui^aii 
could not yesterday forbeac saying to nfy lord ttea^ 
9ufer and (he chancellor of the exchequer9 that instead 
of prctenting small papers and libiBlsi it will leave no-' 
thing else for the press. I have not ta^ed t» the duke 
of Argyle upon, the affairs of Spain^^ since his return | 
fcut am told he affirms it impossible for us to cany on 
the w;ir there by our former methods. The duke of 
Ormond is expected to go in two or three days fot 
Flanders. Apd what I writ to y<mr grace some 
months ago of the duke of Shrewsbury sucoeeding t# 
govern Ireland, will, I suppose, be soon declared. I 
was the other day to see the duchess, and reported 
your grape!a compliment, whiqh she topk veiy wcl^ 
and r told her 1 was resolved your grace and shfc 
fhould be vert good acquaintance. I beueve the spirit 
of your hougKcrs is got into our mdiawks, who are 
• still very troublesome, and every night cut somebody 
or other over the face^ and coou&it a hundred insolent 
barbarities. 

Tfiere w^ ^ever ;t^, least design of s^iy impeach. 
ment against the duke of MaTlDorDQ|h ; and it was his 
own great weakness^ or the folly of his fricn^SA that 
the thmg went so far as it did. . 

I know not whether it is that people have talked 
thethsehres hojtrse, but fbr sbme weeks patt we h$vc 
heard less of the pretender than formerly. I suppose it 
is, like i fkshion, got intO Ireland, when it is out here t 
bat, Ih my conscience, } do not think any one pe»on mr 
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idle cteitt># minittff h^re .d$i%Q« aoy iBore t<» bring 
in the pfdcoder, ihati 4hf Gfun T^k. I hope Mr. 
Hark^y «4o k nonr on hit ^omrtiey' to HaiK>ver9 wi)I 
^^»!ejchat oo«n a truer opmoaaF fwiusGcis and. things 
than «h<y have hitheito oeneeived. \nd, if yourgr«<)e 
Smew the tnttromeot, through vfhiA (Heae false op i. 
dBons hare been infusedy you wquld aUow it tocher in. 
(ttanoe of the tudHrium rentm jm$r/aimm» And your 

rx csinoot but agree» .that; it is something singular 
the prince in possession to make perpetual advanqes, 
arid the p^bmiinpiive heir ito .be standing off and suspi. 

CtOBS. 

I know not .whether your ^race has considered the 
.poakion th|t my lord treasurer is visibly in. The late 
ministry* and their adherents, confess themselves fully 
resolved to havehis bead^ whenever it is in their power; 
and were prepared, upon the beginning of the sessions, 
when the vote waa carried against any peace v/ithouc 
Spain, to move that he should be sent to the Tower ♦ : 
n't the.8«fne.tim^# his jDriends, and the tories in getieral, 
are di^qontented at his slowness, in the changing ofcoi^. 
Xttissions and employments, to which the weakne^js of 
the court interest in ^he house of lords is wholly im- 
poted: neither tto I fittd that t-hosein the greatest sta- 
^bns, or most^ih the confidence of my lord treasurer, 
• iife Me to acccwmt f^r i\m proceeding, or seem satis- 
fied with it. 1 ha^f emieavtiured' to solve this diffi- 
culty another wky; and I fancy I am in the right, 
froijii'i^^ordji I have heard let fall : but, whatever be the 
catise, the conseqaiences may be dangerous. 

TTie queen is in very good health, but does :iot use 
id mttch exercise as she ought. Pray God p»-eserve 
her matiy years! 

A projector has lately applied to me to recommend 
Km ta the ministry abo^t 'an -invention for finding oat 
the longitude. He ha:, given in a petition to the oueea 

> 4^vi& aotcasy to camseurc uf ou what grounas. N. 
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br Mr* secretary Sc. j«hh. I understffid nctbing o( 
theumthematickt; bvramtoklit is a thnigMnnprow 
bablc as the philosopher's stOne^ or perpetual inotion. 

I lately writ a fetter ti about thirty pages to lord 
tieasuier, by way of pcopoaalfor an academy, to cor*, 
rect, enlarre, and ascertain the English language. And 
he and I have named above twenty persons of both 
parties to be mernben^ I will shortly print the letter 
and I hope something will come of it. Your grace sett 
1 am a projector too. 

. I am, with great respect, my lord, 

*> your grace's most dutiful 

and inost bundle acrvant, 

J, SWIFT. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

ur LORD, LoMdoMf Ma^ QO, ( 7 1 d» 

W HEN I had the honour of your gnu:e's letter of 
March 27» I was lying ill of a cruel disorder, which 
still pursues roe, aldiough not with so much violence; 
and I hope your grace will pardon me, if you, find n^ 
letter to oe that of one who writes in pain. You see* 
my lord, how things are altered^ The talk of a new 
governor for Ireland is dropped. T^e secret is^ that 
the duke of Ormond had a promise of a- pension in case 
he lost his government : but my lord treasurer is so 
excessively thrifty, that to save charges, he lets the 
duke keep it ; and besides there are some other dlr* 
cumstances, not proper for a letter, which have great 
weight in this matter. I count upon it, that what* 
ever governor goes over und&r this ministry, a new 
parliament will be called* Yet I was told that the 
duke of Shrewsbury was pitched on, as a sort of me- 
dium between, ^c* He is a person oi admirahlf ^ua« 
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Ktics % and if he vrtrt somesomcwhat more active, and^ 
less timorous in businessi no xnan would be thought 
comparable to'him, - » 

. The moderate of the other party seem now con- 
tent to have a peace, and aH our talk and expecta-* 
tions are full of it : but I protest to your grace I know 
not what to write upon this subject, neither contd I 
tell what to say if I had the honour to be with you. 
Upon lord Strafford's* coming over, the stocks are 
&llen, although I expected, and I thought with rea. 
son, that they would rise. There t» a trade between 
some here and some in Holland, of secrets and lies : 
and there ave some among us whose posts let them 
into an imperfect knowledge of things, which they 
cannot conceal. This mixture makes up th6 town- 
talk, governs the price of stocks, and has often a great 
deal of truth in it : besides, publick affairs have ofteti 
so many sudden turns and incidents, ' that even those 
behind the curtain can hardly pronounce for a week* 
I am sensible that I have often deceived your gra^ 
with my wise wuendoes. Vet, I verily t^k that my 
Sntelligjfence was very right at the moment I sent iu 
If I had writ to your grace six days ago, I would 
have ventured to have given you hopes that a peace 
would soon appear, and upon conditions wholly sur- 
prising and unexpected. I say tliis to you wholly in 
confidence ; and I know nothing yet to change my 
opinion, except the desponding talk of the town, for 
I see nothing yet in the countenances of the ministers. 
It seems generally agreed that the present dauphia 
cannot live, and upon that depend many measures to 
be taken. This afternoon the bill for appointing 
^orhmissioners to enquire into the grants, cfr. was 
thrown diu of the house of lords, the voices being 
equal, which is a great disappointment to the court* 

' • ♦ Hfs lordship was one of the plenipotentiaries at the treaty 
VOL^Xr. U n .K Ponalp 
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and matter of triumph to the other party. But it may 
possibly bf of the worst consequence to the grams 
next session, when it is probable the mimstry will 
be better cettltd, and able to ptocore a majority. I 
ami with great respect^ my lord» 

Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



TO Mrs. hill. 



MADAM, July, 1712. 

I WAS comnuinded some ^ys ago to do what I 

had long a mind to, but avoided because I would not 

offend )rour prudence, or strain your eyes. But my 

lord Masham assures me there is no danger of either ; 

and that you have courage enough to read a letter, 

though it comes from a man, provided it be one of 

no consequence, which his lordship vi^ould insinuate 

t^be my case ; but I hope, you will not affront me 

so highly as to understand it so. There is net a graiii 

of news in this town, or five miles about it, worth 

sending you ; and what we receive firom Windsor is 

full as insignificant, except the accounts of the 

queen's health, and your nousekeeping. We are 

assured that you keep a constant table, and that your 

guests leave yon witn full stomachs and full pockets ; 

"^that Dr. Arbuthnot sometimes leaves his beloved 

green cloth, to come and receive vour chidings, and 

pick up your money. We intend shortly to repre« 

sent yoor case to my lord treasurer, as what deserves 

commiseration: but we hope the matter is already 

i^ttled between his lordship and you, and that you are 

instructed to be thus magnificent, in order to carry 

on the cause. We reckon his lordship's life is now 

secure, since a combination of bandboxes and inkhoms» 
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At enguiet of late timesy Were emi^oyed in vain to 
dcstfov hiin» He will do me the justice to tell you, 
that I never fail of toasting you under the name of 
'* the governess of Dunkirk/' and that you have the- 
honour to be very particulady in my good rraces; 
My lady Masham still continues in a cbubtful state 
of neither up nor down; and one of her servants toU 
miney ** that they did not expect she would cry out 
this fi}rtni|ht." I saw yesterday our brother Hill% 
who promises to be more thrifty oT his health, and 
teems to have a pretty good stock of it. I hope yoa 
Kceive no visits from the headach and the soleen : 
and one who knows your constitution very wdl, ad* 
vises you by all tneansi against sitting in the dusk at 
voiir window, or on the groundi leaning on yout 
AAiidi or at iecsaw in your cmdr. I am, mmm, ^c» 



TO GENERAL HILLt. 

SIR, Winds9r Castle, Aug. 15, l7l2. 

With great difficoltjf, I recovered your present of 
the finest box in France o«t of the hands of Mrs. Hill : 
the allowed her own to be the prettiest, but then 
mine was the handsomest ; and in short, she would 
part with neither. I pleaded my brotherhood, and 
got my lord and lady Masham to intercede ; and at 

* An elder brother of the general. He was placed in the 
custom-house by the duke of Marlborough, and got promo- 
tion there. N. 

f This gentleman was brother to lady Matham. la t7xo« 
he had a grant of loool. a year out of the Po&t-office ; and in 
171a, was commander of six regiments at Dunkirk, which 
place he h»d taken possession of^ as a security for the preVu 
liiinaries of peace being fulfilled on the |)art of France. He 
wa^ afterwards employed on an expedition to Canada, 4nd 
died June 19, 1735* N. 
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Itst «hc threw it mc with a heavy sigh ; bat now it 
it ip my possession, I wish you had sent, a paper ai 
directions how I shall keep it. ^ You that sit at your 
ease) and have nothii^ to do but' keep Dunkirk^ ne- 
ver consider the difficulties you have brought upon 
sne : twenty ladies have threatened to seize or sur. 
prise my box ; and. what are twenty thousand French 
or Dutch in comparison of diose ? Mrs. Hill says, it 
was :a very idle thing in you to send such a present 
to a man who can neither punish nor xewaid you^ 
•ince Grub-street is no more ; for the parliament has 
killed all the Muses of Grub^treet,. who yet, in their 
last moments, cried out nothing but Dunkirk*.. My 
lord treasurer, who is the most malicious person 
■ in the world, says, you ordered a goose to be drawn 
at.tbe bottom, of my.bo^, as a reflection upon the 
clergy ; and that I ought to resent it. But I am not 
angry at all, and his . lordship observes by- halves : 
for the goose is there drawn pecking at a snail, just 
as I do at him; to make him mend his pace in relation 
to the publick, although it be hitherto m vain. And 
beside^Dr. Arbuthnot, who is a scholar, says,, ^f you 
meant it as a compliment for us both : that 1 am the 
gbose who saved the Capitol- by cackling ; and that 
nis lordship is represented by the snail, because he 
preserves his country by delays." But my lord Ma- 
sham is not to be endured : he observed, that in the 
Sicture of the inside, which represents a gseat company 
ancing, there stands a fool with a cap and bells ; and 
he would needs understand that figure as applied to 
me. And the worst of it was, that I happened last 
night to be at my lady duchess of Shrewsbury's ball : 
where, looking a Uttl6 singubMr among so many fine 

♦ The universal joy occasioned in England by the surrender 
of Dunkirk |s particularly noticeil by S^vift, in his ** History 
of the Four last Years of the Queen ; ' ' and some of the G rubh 
strcct verses he alludes to were his own. N. 
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ladies and gentlemen, his lordship came and whispered 
me to look at my hcoi ; which I resented so highly, 
that I went away in a rage, without staying for sup. 
per. However, considering of it better, after a 
night's sleep, I find all this is nothing but envy, and 
a design to make a quarrel between you and me : but 
it shall not do so; for I hope >our intentions were 
' good, however malice may misrepresent them. And 
thoQgh I am used ill by all the family, who win my 
mon^ and laugh at roe ; yet, to vex them more, I 
will forgive them for your sake; and as soon as I can 
break l^se, will come to Dunkirk for a fortnight, 
CO get a little ease from my many persecutions, by the 
Harleys, the Mashanis, and the Hills : only I intend 
to change my habit, for fear cdonel Killigrew should 
mistake me for a chimneysweeper. In the mean 
time, I wish you all success in your government, loyal 
French subjects, virtuous ladies, little champaign, 
and much health : and am, with the truest respect and 
£steem, sir. Your most obedient 

humble servant and brother. 



• LORD BOLINGBHOKE TO MR. PRIOR.* 

September 10, 171?. 

I WAS equally surprised and vexed to find that by 
the uncouth way of explaining the qyeen's sense, you 
.bad been led to imagine, that it was intended my 
lord Lexington should make any dij^culty of seeing 
and complimenting the king of Spain as such. We 
1 spent above three hours in penning- minutes yesterday 
.upon this head, which was longngo adjusted. I sup. 
pose the instructions will be at last clear; but my 

♦ This letter particularly illustrates the nejptiations rela- 
tive to the peace of Utrecht. N. 
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lord Lexington haWng been phdacnt at the debate^ hii 
understanding of tfaip matter will make amends for any 
dark ambiguous article which may be in them. 

Dartmouth is to communicate the queen's orders 
herein to you, that so you may l)e able to satisfy the 
French minis ters» and they to prepare the Spanish 
ministers. However, I will venture to tell you in a 
few words what I understand is to be the measure of 
lord Lexington's conduct. As toon as he arrives at 
Madrid, he will notify his arrival to the secretary of 
state. He will, when he sees this minister, let him 
know, ** That the queen has sent him thither' to com^ 
pliroent the king in her name ; to be a witness of the 
several renunciations and other acts requisite to com^ 
plete the execution of the article agreed upon as ne^ 
cessary to prevent the union of the two monarchies : 
That, after this, he is to proceed to settle such matt 
ters of commerce, and other afiairs, as are for the 
mutual interest of both nations, and to take the duu 
racter of ambassador upon him." My lord will at 
the same time produce his credentials, and give the 
secretary a copy of them if he desires it. In this 
conference, he will farther take notice of the several 
cessions made by the king of France, in behalf of his 
grandson, to the queen ; and will speak of them as 
points which he looks upon to be concluded. He 
will likewise give a memorial of them in writing, 
signed by himself, to the secretar}^ ; and expect from 
him an assent in the king's name, in writing also, and 
signed by the secretair. This seems tiatural, civil, 
and unexceptionable ; but any other scheme is absurd^ 
and inconsistent with all the rest of our proceedings. 

For God's sake, deat Matt, hide the nakedness of 
thy country ; and ^ve the best turn thy fenile brain 
will furnish thee with, to the blunders of thy countrr*. 
men, who are qot much better politicians than the 
French arc poets. 
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I have writ in grett haste a prodigiout long Icttit 
to monsieur de Torc]r> which^ ibelieve, he will show 
jovL ; hvLtf for fisar he should not, I enclote in this alk 
esetract ^ part of it^ which relates to a matter that 
has given lord treasurer and your hamfaie Krrant tio 
small trouble in the cabinet. The copy of the pleni* 
potentiaries dispatch of the 2d of Sept^mberj which I 
likewise send, will show you how a dispute, now oa 
foot at Utrecht, began ; you will observe^ their lord* 
ships are very warm in it ; and I can assure you« wo 
have those who are not a jot cooler. 
. The solution of this difficulty most come froA 
you ; it is matter of management and appearance, 
more than of substance; and the court of France must 
be less politick than I think them at.any tiacj and 
more unreasonable than I think them at this time, not 
to come into a temperament upon a matter onneoes- 
aarily started. You must begin by making rootisieuf 
de Torcy not only to understand, but own he underw 
tunds, the proposition which I am sure he remem» 
bers I more than once, repeated to him, when I wta 
in France, upon various occasions, and which I have 
again stated as clearly as I am able. The queen can 
never do any tlln^, which shall look like a direct 
restraint on her allies from demanding What they 
judge necessary ; but as long as they act the part 
which they now do, she can very justly be passive and 
neuter as to their interests : and if her peace be made 
before theirs, which she will not delay for them, she . 
can with the same justice leave them to make their owa 
bargain. This is advantage enough for France } and 
inch a one, fairly speaking, as a year ago they would 
have given more than Toumay to have beeh sure of: 
they most not therefore press us to go farthcf thaii 
this ; nor do any thing which may seedi qontradi^^^^ 
tory to what the ^ueeti deliveted from the throbe^. 

« Ue this splech tik*< Swift's Hittof/ 9i\Utw3ti Lst Yeat> 
of ihc SMeik." M. T 
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Thit Speech they have always owned as the plan they 
iBobmitted to; and il varies bat littk from that 
brought hither by Gualtier. In a word, the use 
which the French will make of the unaccountable db* 
stxnacy oi the Dutch^ and the other allies, may in 
sieveral respects^ and panicularly for ought I know in 
this ioftance of Toumay, give them an opportunity of 
saving and gaining more than they could have hoped 
for ; and the qiieen may in the present circumstances 
eontribtite passively to this end, out actively she never 
can in any circumstances. 

i' I think in rty own opinion, and I believe speak 
the queen's upon thia occasion, that it wei^e better the 
French ^buld in the course of the treaty declare, 
.*< That wh;^sc«er they intended to have given the 
Dutch when the queen spoke from the throne, their 
conduct has been such, and the situation of a^irs so 
altered, that the king is resolved to have Toumay 
-festoied to him." I say, I believe this were better, 
than to expect that We should consent to an exposition 
cf the queen's words, by which her majesty would 
' yield jhe town *up; . 

Let the conferences begin as soon as they can, I dare 
aay, business will not be very speedDy dispatched in 
them : in the mean time we shall go on to npcn every 
thing for a conclusion between us and Savoy, and 
France and Spaing and this is the true point of Yi€Mr> 
which the French ought to have before their eyes. 

You will be very shortly particularly and fully in- 
structed to settle the article of Nonh America^ and 
those points of commerce stilt undetermined: that 
done, the ministers may sign at Utrecht, as soon as 
they can bear from lord Lexington. 

. My. lord Dartmouth writes to you concerning a 
elamour which our merchants have raised, as if, under 
pretence of not ; catrying to Lisbon or^cejona des 

{rovis'ons de gutfrt ou it houchey they shall be de- 
arred from their usual traf&ck of corn and fish, which 
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at those places there are great demaads for, in time of 
peace as well as war, and without any conudcration 
of the armies. The difficulty as to Lisbon seems to 
be removed, by the Portugoeze submitting to come 
into the suspension of arms ; and he proposes to you 
an expedient as to Barcdona : bat in truth that war 
must be ended of course now, since the queen supports 
it no longer, and the Dutch are recalling their fleet 
from the straits. The dvkt of Argyll is going im. 
Aiediately now away ; and the moment he comes to 
Minorca, he draws to him every thing belonging to 
the qveen out of Catalonia ; the imperial' troops must 
in my opinion that moment submit, and compound 
for transportation : and when the war is at an end, I 
think there can be no pretence of quarrelling with os. 
for carrying our goods to the people of the country. 
• It is now three o'clock m the morning ; I have 
been hard at work all day, and am not yet enough' 
Tecovered to i>ear much fatigue : excuse therefore the 
confusedness of this scroll, which is only from Harry 
to Matt, and not from the secretary to the minister. 
. Your credentials of minister plenipotentiary will be 
sent yon, together with your full powers, by the next 
boat : and . before duke Hamilton goes, I will move 
to have you removed to Utrecht ; which there will be 
a natural handle for^ as soon as you shall settle the 
points of commercei^ and in doing that have given the 
last stroke to the filiishing the treaty with France. 
- Make my compliments to madam Teriol ; and let 
her know that I have, I hope, put her afiair into a 
way of being finished to her satisfaction. I have 
qx)ke very earnestly to Maffei, and have used the 
proper arguments to him. 

Adieu I my pen is ready to drop out of mjy hand. 
Selieve that no man loves you better^ or is q(K>ro 
feithfuUy yours, ^c. 

BOl^INGBROKE, 
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P.S. I had almost forgot to tell yon, that the queen is 
pleased to disdiarge tii6 mareschal Tallard's parole $ 
which yoo may assate hinii with my compliments^ 
ef i and give any signification necessary in form. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

Mr LOUD, Kensh^tonf Sepu 30, 1712« 

I HAVE two or three times begun letters to your 
grace, and liave torn what I writ, hoping I migiit 
tend you something decisive about the peace* But dl 
itill continues to lie v^ty loose, and I oontimie to 
be very desponding, although the people in afidrs 
laugh at me for it. I have^ one plain maJum in deai4 
ing with those, who have more cunning, and less ho* 
tiesty than myself, which is, what we ^1 keeping the 
ita^in my own hand, and contriving that they shall 
trust me rather than I them» A man may reason 
until he is weary upon this proceeding of the Dotdi* 
The soldiers tell me that the diike of Ormond oould 
not possibly take posselsion of Dunkirk, sinct th* 
foreign troops have refused to knltrch, and that the 
states will not sufier us to go through their towtis. 
But I had a whisper from one who should know bett^ 
**that Dunkirk might nOw have been ours, if right 
methods had been taken." And another great man 
said to a friend of mine, above a fortnight ago, ** that 
the least wrong step on that sid^ the watdr might, 
have very ill consequences at this juncture." Mcsoa 
time, the discontented party seems full of hopes, and 
many of the court side, beside myself, desponding 
enough. The necessity of laying the proposals before 
the parliament drew us into all this ; for now we are 
in a manner pinned down, and cannot go back an 
inch with any good grace : so that if the French play 
us fottl, I dread the effects, which are too visible to 
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dmibt *• And on the other side^ if the peace goes 
smoothly on, I cannot but think that some tevere in- 
quiries will be made ; and I believe, npon veiy ma. 
nifest grounds. If there be any secret m this matter 
ef DtfTucirkt it must be in very few hands ; and those 
who most converse with men at the helm, are, I am 
confident, verv much in the dark* Some people go so 
far as to think that the Dutch will hinder even the 
English forces under the duke of Ormond from going 
by the French country to Dunkirk : but I cannot be 
of that opinion. We suj)pose a few days will decide 
this matter ; and I believe, your ^race will agree, 
that there was never a more nice conjuncture of a^rs ; 
however, the court appears to be ^try resolute r se- 
veral changes have been made, and more are daily 
expected. The Dutch are grown so unpopular, that, 
I believe, the queen mi^hi; have addresses to stand by 
her against them with lives and fortones. 

I had your grace's letter of May 29, written in 
the time m your visiting ; from whence, I hope, yon 
are returned with health and satisfaction. 

The diAculties in the peace, by the accidents in the 
Bourbon family, are, as your grace observes, very 

freat, and what indeed our ministers chiefly apprehend, 
ut we think Philip's renouncing to be an effectual 
expedient ; not out of any re^rd he would have for 
it, but because it will be the mterest of every princo 
dfthe blood in France fo keep him out, and because 
the Spaniards will never assist him to unite the . two 
kingdoms. 

1 am in hopes ytt that your graec may pay your 
treat ; for it is yet four weeks to November, at least 
I believe we shall be happy, or ruined, beifore that 
time.' 

It is certain that there is s^nethinr in what ^ople 
jay ••••.• .^But the court is so luckily constituted 

• It shouldbc—* too visible to ^rf»«*/ri3^.» S, 
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at prescnti that every roao thinks the chief trust can^ 
not be any where else so well placed ; neither do I 
know above one man that would take it, and it is a 
great deal too soon for him to have such thoughts* 

I humbly thank your grace for your concern about 
my health : I have still the remainder of some pains^ 
which has partly occasioned ray removing hither about 
three weCKS ago ; I was recomniended to country air, 
and chose this, because I could pass my time more 
agreeably near my friends at court. We think the 
queen will go to Windsor in three weeks ; and^ I be. 
lieve, I shall be there most of the time I stay in £ng. 
landy which I intend until toward the end of summer. ' 

My lord treasurer has often promised he will advance 
my design of an academy * ; so have my lord keeper, 
and all the ministers ; but they are now too busy to 
think of any thing beside what they have upon the 
anvil. My lord' treasurer and I have already pitched 
upon twenty members of both parkier; '^ut perhaps it 
may all come to nothing. 

If things continue as they are another session, per- 
baps your grace may see the bill of resuming the 
grants + carried on with a great deal more rigour than 
It lately was. It was c*nly desired that the grantees 
should' pay six years purchase, and settle the remain, 
der on them by act of parliament, and those grants are 
' now worse than other lands by more years purchase 
than six ; so that, in efiect, they would have lost no- 
thing. I ami with the greatest respect. 
Your grace's most dutiful 
and most humble servant, 

J.SWIFT, 

• For fixing a ^tandard to the English language. N. . 
■I- This bill was negatived. N. 
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FROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY* AND 
MRS, RAMSAY. 

Indoned* 1712f I sup fine* f^ 

1 HAVE had great satisfaction in the favour of your 
letter, though disappointed, since not occasioned by 
yourself. When one is too'ouick, misjudging cOm- 
monly follows. At first I feared Mr. Collier was 
taken with a fit of an apoplexy ; the next line I r^d, 
I wished he had one. If 1 did not apprehend, by your 
knowing me but a Kttle, that I might grow trouble, 
some where I distinguished, you should not want any 
conveniency. to bring you hither to Mrs. Ramsay ana 
me, who are both, without compliment, truly morti« 
fied, intending ever to be, sir. 

Your sincere humble servants, 
Clifden, Monday. E. ORKNEY. 

ELIZ. RAMSAY. 

Wc design to be at Windsor on Wednesday, where 
I hope you will meet me in the drawingroom^ to 
tell me when you can dine with us. 



FROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

Monday Morning* Indorsed * 1712, / helte^t* 

A AM sure you are very ill natured (I would not have 
ieen so cross to you) to have known Mr. Lewis and 
me so long, and tiot have made us acquainted sooner, 

♦ This Iddy had been mistress to king William III. H. 
+ Probably in September. See Journal to Stella, Sept. i8, 
1712. N. . . 

VOL. XV. X Cc^c^c^Xo 
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when you know too that I have been in search of a 
reasonable conversation. I have no way to excuse 
fon but doobting his to be so agreeable at a second 
meeting, which fdesire you wiU make when it is 
niost convenient to both« It is not from custom I say 
J am cxueinely» sir. 

Your humble ^rvznt, 

E. ORKNEY. 

When you read this, I fancy you will think, what 
does she write to me ? I h^lte a letter u much u my 
lord treasurer does a petition. 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MlTLORDi LmtJfim, Oet.^tf ITIS. 

oINCE I had the honour of yoqr grace's letter rf 
July 29, which (bund me at Windsor, I have been ex- 
tremely out of order with a giddiness in my head, 
which pursued me until very lately ; but, by an tm. 
«8sy course <^phy sick, I hope I have in some sort 
overcome it. . 

We are now in very near expectation oft peace; 
and your grace, I hope, will believe it as good a one 
as the circumstances ot things would allow. I confess 
I agree with your grace, that the great diftcultf wu 
about the danger of Prance and Spain being united 
under One king. To my kitowUdge, all ppssibl^ 
means have jDcen taken to secure that matter: and yet, 
after all, the weakest side will be there. Rennnciv 
^ions by France have very justly $0 Ifttle credit, that 
'I do not wonder so little weight is laid On them. But 
Spain, we are sure, will» for their own sakes, enter 
into all securities to prevent that union ; and all the 
lUics must be guarantees. If you still object that soa^e 
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^rtger still remains^ what it to be done f Yoar grtce 
is altogether misinformed, if yoo think that this it at 
ail the diifictdty which so long made the Dutch ontrao» 
table* It was nothing less : neither have they once 
mentioned, during all the negotiation at Utrecht, one 
tyUable of getting Spain out of the Bo«irbon family^ 
or into that of Austria, as the chief men have assured 
me not three dayt affo. Bojrt offered last winter to 
case US immediately of thjs trouble we were in by lord 
Nottingham's vote, if we would consent to let them 
sharb with us in the advantages we had ttipulated with 
1 ranee; which advantages, however, did by no meant 
clash with Holland, and were only conditional, i^ 
peace thould ensue. But, my lord; we kno# farther, 
that the Dutch made ofi^rs to treat with France, be« 
fore we received any from thence; and were refused, 
Qpon the ill a^ge they gave Mr. Torcy at the Hague, 
and the abbe de Polignac afterward at Gertruyden* 
berg : and we know that Torcy would have been 
Ibr^ to apply to thtm again, if^ after several refusals, 
ve bad not hearkened to their overtures. What I tell 
jour grace is bfallibly true ; and cate shall be takea 
▼ery soon to satisfy the world in this, and many other 
paniculars at large, which ought to be known : for, 
the kingdom is very much in the dark^ after all the 
pains hitherto taken to inform it. Your grace's con« 

rures art ttty right, that a general peace would not 
for our interest, if we had made ours with France. 
And I remember a tetain great man used to say two 
months aeo, << Fight on, fight on, my merry men 
^* all." I believe likewise, that such a peace would 
have happened, if the Dutch had not lately been n^Mre 
Compliant; upon which our mmisters told those of 
France, that since the States were disposed to submit 
to the queen, her majesty must enter into their inte« 
tests : and I believe they have as good conditions at 
we ever intended they should. Tournay, I hope, will 
be yielded to them : and Lisle we never designed thcf 
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•hoQld have. The emperor w31 be used as he de. 
iervcs ; and having paid nothbg for the war, shall get 
nothing by the peace. We are most concerned (next 
to oar rmrd to Holland) for Savoy *, and France for 
Bavaria t . I beHeve we shall make them both kings^ 
by the help of Sardinia and Sicily. But Licnow not- 
how plans may alter every day. The queen's whole 
design, as yonr grace conjectures^ is no act the part of 
m mediator ; and oar advanuges» too many to insert 
here, most be owned very great. 

As for an academy to correct and settle oor Ian. 
mage, lord treasurer talked, of it often very warmly ; 
out I doobt, is yet too busy until the peace be over. 
He goes down to Windsor on Friday, to be chosen.of 
the garter, with five more lords. 
. I know nothing of promises of any thing intended 
for myself; bat, I thank God, I am not very warm 
in my expectations, and know courts too well to be 
surprised at disappointments ; which, however, I shall 
have no great reason to /ear, if I gave my thoughts 
any trouble that way, which, without affectation, 
I do not ; although I cannot expect to be believed 
when I say so* . I am, ^c 



: FROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

L&MdcM, Nov. 21, 1712. 

X HIS key will open treasures ; but vain in me to 

know them{:. Your convenience is my satisfaction. 

„^ If I can or may re^ what will be in this table, it 

* Victor Amadeus, duke of Savoy, was made king of Sar« 
dUiia: by this treaty; N. 

f All bad policy, as things then stiood. H. . . | 

t T|u8 letter was accompanied with a present of a writiq|« 
. lable, seal, paper, wax, Uq. U. 
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OQ|;ht and shall be my happiness* Yoa must discern 
this ooBies from the most interested joiner that ever 
made a thing of this nature. Peruse narrowly, and 
what faults you find, they shall be mended in every 
particular, to the utmost capacity of, sir. 

Your obliged humble servant, 

E. ORKNEY, 



TO THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

MADAM, N$v* 21, 17I2» 

▼ ▼HEN, upon parting with vour ladyship, you were 
pleased to tell me I should find your present * at home, 
natural justice prompted me to resmve, that the first 
use I made of it should be in paying acknowledgments 
to my benefactor. But, when I opened the writing, 
table, which I must now call mine, I found you had 
neither sent pens, ink, nor paper, sufficient for such 
an undertaking, fiut I ought to tell your ladyship in 
order, that I first got there a much more valuable 
thing : and I cannot do greater honour to my scnitoire, 
than to assure your ladyship that your letter is the first 
thing I have put in it, and shall oe the last I will ever 
take out. I must tell your ladyship, that I am this 
moment under a very great conoern. I was fully con* 
vinced that I shoula write with a new spirit by the 
influence of the materials you sent mr ; but it is quite 
otherwise : I have not a grain of invention, whether 
out of the confusion which attends us when we strive 
too much to acquit ourselves, or whether your pcn» 
and ink are sullen, and think themselves disgraced, 
tince they have changed their ownerl I heartily 
thank your ladyship, for making me a present thai 



♦ Sec the preceding letter. N. 
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looks like a sort of establishment, 1 plainljr see, hj 
the contrivance! that if you were first minis ter> it 
would have been a cathedral. As it is, you have more 
contnbuted toward fixing tne, than all the ministry 
together ; for it is difficult to travel with this equi- 
pge» and it will be impossible to travel or live without 
It. You liave an undoubted title to whatever papers 
this tabic shall ever contain (except your letter) an4 
I desire you will please to have another key made for 
it ; that when the court shall think fit to give me a 
room worth putting it into> your ladyship may come 
and search it whenever you please. 

I beg your ladyship to join in lauehing with mCf 
at my unreasonable vanity; when I wished that the 
motto written about the wax was a description of your* 
self. But# if I am disappointed in that, your lady^ 
ship will be so in all the rest ; ^ven this ink will nevet 
be able to convey your ladyship's note as it ought* 
The paper will contain no woviders, but when it men^ 
tions you ; neither is the seal iiny otherwise an em« 
blem of my life^ than by the deep impression your 
ladyship has made« which nothing but my death can 
wear out. By the inscription about the pens, I feat 
there is some mistake ; and that your ladyship did not 
design them for me. However, I will keep thtm un< 
til you can find the person you intended ihould have 
them, and who will be able to dispose of them accord* 
ing to your predictiohs. I cannot find that the work* 
man you employed and directed, has made the least 
mistake : but there ate four implements wanting. The 
two first I shall not name, because an odd superstition 
forbids os to accept them, from oar friends ; the third 
is a spun^^ Which the people long have given so ill 
a reputation to, that I vow it shall be no gift of your 
ladyship.: the last is a fiat ivory instrument, used iii 
folding up letters, which I insist you must provide. 
See, madam, the first fruits this unlucky present of 
yours has produced. It is Jbut giving a nddle to a 
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tefaper» or a pettle and mortar to an apothecary^ or a 
tOTj pamphlet to Mrs* Ramsay* Nothing is so great 
a d^cooragement to generous persons as the fear oifbe. 
log worried by acknowledements* Besides, yoor la* 
dyship is an unsu^able kind of eirer, making every 
present fifty times the value, by the circumstances and 
manner. And I know people in the world» wh# 
would not oblige me so much, at the cost of a thoc^ 
land pounds, as you have done at that of twenty 
pounds : which, I must needs tell you, is an uncmu 
sctonable way of dealing, and whereof, I believe^ no^ 
body alire' is so guilty as yourself. In short, you 
deceive my eyes, and corrupt my jod^ent ; nor am I 
now sure of any thing, but that ot being, (sfr* 



JROM THE COUNTESS OF ORKNEY. 

Nov. 2Qf 171?. 

JL OU are extremely obliging to write how well you 
take my whim, in telling my true thoughts of your 
mind : for I was ashamed when I reflected, and hoped 
I shoald see you soon after expressing the value I 
have of you in an uncommon way. But this I write 
with assurance that I am, very sincerely, sir. 
Your obliged humble servant, 
. . E. ORKNEY, 

FROM THOMAS HARRISON, ESQ*. 

Utrech, Dec. 16, 171^% 

I OUR thanks of the 95th of November, sir^ come 
before their time 1 the condition of the obligation being 

♦. This letter is endorsed, *• Th Hatrison, tsf\, -secretary 
«f the embassy ; since deadt the same > ear ' * He owed his 
post of secretary to the British embai^sjr at Utrecht to the re- 
cominendatioa of Dr. Swift, and was eminent tor his eenius 
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that voa ibould receive twelve Mrtst which nuiii< 
ber shall be completed by the first proper. occasion« 
Yoar kind letter, however, is extrexnely seasonable ; 
and (next to a note from the treasury) has proved the 
most vivifying cordial in the world. If you please to 
•end me now and then as much of the same as will lie 
upon the top of your pen, I should be contented to take 
sheets for shirts to the end of the chapter. 
* Since you are so good as to enter into my afikirs, I 
shall trouble you with a detail of them, as well as of 
my conduct since I left England ; which, in my opi- 
nion, you have a right to inspect, and approve or con* 
demn as you think fit. During my state of probation 
with the earl of Strafford, it was my ende^vopr to re» 
commend myself to his excellency rather by fidelity, 
silence, and an entire submission, than by an afiecta- 
tion to shire in his service ; And whatever difficqltiesj 
whatever discouragements fell In my way^ I think it 
appears that th^ were surmounted in the end ; and ray 
advancement followed upon it sooner than I expected ; 
another would say^ much sooner than 1 deserved, 
which I should easily agree to, were it not, that I 
flatter myself there is some merit in the behaviour I 

and learning, was edacated at Qaeen*s College, in Oxfbfd, 
where he , toolc the degree oC master of arts, Decenibcr i|, 
170$. Mr. Tickell, who was of the same college, in his poem 
ta his excellency the lord privy seal, on the prospect of i^ace, 
pays a compliment to his friend Mr. Harrison, in these lines ; • 
** That much-lov*d youth, whom Utrecht's walls confine, 
** To Bristol's praises shall his StraSbid's join.*' 
The reader will find some circumstances relating to him and 
Ws last sickness in Dr Sv.i it's letter, or journal, written to 
Mrs. Dinglcy, beginning January 45, 1714- 13» bywhich it ap- 
pears, thar Mr. Harrison coming over to England from Utrecht 
with the barrier treaty, died Feb. 14, 17 '^-iS- Jacob,. in his 
Lives of the English Poets, vol. I» p. 70. has committed two 
mistakes, in calling him William instead of. Thomas, and in 
saying, that he died in Holland in 1713* He mentions among 
Mr. Harrison's works, ** Wcodstock Park, ins^rTibi^ tq the 
lord chancellor Cowper.'* B. 
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kept, when the hopes and temptation of being preferred 
glittered in my eves. All the world knows upon what 
root Mr. Watksns * thought himself with my lord 
Strafford -f-; and though all the world does not know 
what I am going to tell you, yet Mr. Watkins does 
on one hand» and my lord StraJTord on the other, that 
all the credit I had with either, was heartily, and 
without reserve, employed to make matters easy ; and 
to cultivate, in my numble station, that good under, 
standing, which our court desired should be between 
them. I had my reasons for this, and such perhaps as 
flowed from an inclination to promote my own interest. 
I knew as well as any man living almost, how much 
Mr. Watkins was valued by my. lord fiolingbroke and 
others. I foresaw the danger of standing in competi. 
tion with him, if that case should happen: and, to tell 
you the truth, I did not think myself ripe in regard of 
interest at home, or of any service I could pretend to 
have done abroad, to succe6d Mr. Watkins m so good 
an- employment.^^ Above all, I protest to you, sir, 
that if I know my own heart, t am capable of suffer. 
ing the titmost extremities rather than violate the infi- 
nite duty and gratitude I owe my lord Bolingbroke, 
by doing an ill office to a person honoured with such 
particular marks of his lordship's esteem. I mieht ^dd 
to this, that I really loved Mr. Watkins ; and I beg 
von, sir, to urge him to the proof, whether my whole 
behaviour was not such, as might justify the warm- 
est professions I can make of that kind. After all 
this, how comes it, that he, either in raillery or good 
earnest, accuses mc of having any resentment against 
him ? By word of mouth when he left us, by letters so 
long as he allowed me to correspond with him, and by 
all the people that ev<r went from Utrecht to FUnd^rs, 

♦ Henry Watkins, esq., Itte secwttry. H. 
i- ThomUt earlof StraiSbfd, ambai>sadDr citraordliuuy and 
plenipotentiary to the States Qen«ra|« H, 
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liaTC I importuned him for the continuance of his frietMlA 

thip • and| perhaps, even b his absence (if be please* 
to reflect) given him a very essential proof of mine^ 
If ajiy body has thoueht it worth their while to sow 
division between us^ I wish he thought it worth hit 
to let me into the secret ; and nothing, he may bt 
•ufe, shall be waiting on my side tb de^at a strata^ 
^em, which, for ought I know, may end in the starve, 
mgof his humble servant. 

Which leads me naturally to thesecond thing propose, 
ed to be spoken to in my text ; namely, my circuma- 
stances: for between you and me, sir, I apprehend 
the treasury will issue out no money on my account^ 
till they know what is due on that of Mr. Watkins's* 
And if he has any pretensions, I have none, that I 
know of^ but what are as precarious to me, as a stivet 
I gave away but now to a beggar, was to hinu Is it 
possible, thaK Mr. Watkins can demand the pay of E 
commission, which is, b^ the queen herself, actually 
superseded^ duriojg his absence from his post ? Or is it 
not as plainly said iit mine, that I am her majesty's 
secretary during such his absence, as in his that h^ 
was so, while he resided here ? If I must be crushed, 
sir, for God's sake let some rtason be alledged for it ; 
or else an ingenuous confession made;* that stai^n 
ratl$ne 'voiuntas. If you cah dx Mi*. Watkins to any 
final determination on this subject, you will do me a 
singular service, and I shall take my measures accord'- 
ingly* Though I know your powei", I cannot help 
distrusting it oti this Occasion. Before I conclude, 

f^ive me leave to put you in mind of beating ifoy thanks 
nto my lord Bolingbroke's ears, for hit late genera. 
sity, to the end that his lordship may be wearied out 
•f the evil habit he has got, of heaping more obliga^ 
tions and goodness on those he is pleased to favour, 
than their shoiiilders are able to bear. For my own 
part, 1 have so often thanked his lordship, that I have 
now no more ways left to turn my thoughts ; and beg 
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if yoa have any n^ht good compliments neat and fin« 
\>Y youy that you will advance the necessary, and place 
them, with the other helps you have given me, to my 
account ; which I question not but 1 shall be able to 
acknowledge at one and the same time, ad Gr^eas ca^ 
lendas. 

In the mean time, I shall do my best to give yoa 

i'ast such hints as you desire by the next post; though 
cannot but think there are some letters in the office^ 
which would serve your turn a good deal better than 
any thing I can tell you about the people at the Hague. 
Your acLCss there abundantly prevents my attempting 
to write you any news from hence. And I assure you, 
sir, you can write me none from England (however 
yneasy my circumstances are) which will be so agree, 
able, as that of your long-expected advancement. It 
Brieves me to the soul, that a person, who has jbeen so 
instrumental to the raising of me from obscurity and 
distress, should not be yet set above the power of for- 
tune, and the malice of those enemies your real merit 
})as created. I beg, dearsif, the continuance of your 
kind care and inspection over me ; and that you would 
in all resDccts comnpand, reprove, or instruct me, as a 
father ; tor I protest to you, sir, I do, and ever shall^ 
honour and regard you with the affection of a son* 



TO THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND. 
MADAM, Dec. 20, 1712. 

Any other person, of less refinement and prudence 
than myself, would be at a loss how to thank your 
grace, upon the surprise of coming home last night;, 
and finding two pictures * where only one was de. 

♦ ** The (iucheas of Ormond promised me her picture ; and 
coming home to night, I found her's *ud the duke's both in 
my chamber." Journal to Stella, Dec. x 8, X711. N. 
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nunded. But I anderstbod your grace's inalice> aincf 
do here affimr you to be the greatest prude upon earth, 
Tou will DOt so much as let your picture be alone in a 
room with a inan> no not with a clergyman) and a 
clergyman of Bvt and forty : and therefore resolved 
my lord duke should accompany it, and keep me in 
awci that I might not presume to look too often upon it* 
For mv own part, I begin already to repent that I evet 
foegeed your grace's picture ; and could almost find in 
my neart to send it you back : for, although it be the 
roost beautiful sight I ever beheld, except the original^ 
yet the veneration and respect it fifis roe with, will al. 
ways make me think I am in your grace's presence j 
will hinder me from saying and writing twenty idle 
things, that used to divert me : will set me labouring 
upon majestick, subliroe ideas, at which I have no 
roanner of talent ; and will roake those who come to. 
visit me, think I am grown, on the sudden, wonderful 
stately and reserved. . But, in life, we must take the 
evil with the good^ and it is one comfort, that I 
Icnow how to w revenged. For, the sight of your 
grace's resemblance will perpetually remind me of pay- 
ing my duty to your person ; which will give your 
grace the torment, and me the felicity, of a more fre. 
quent attendance. 

But, after all, to deal plainly with your grace, your 
picture (and I must say the same of my lord duke's) 
will be of very little use, farther than to let others see 
the honour you are pledged to do me : for, all the ac« 
complishments of your mind and person are so deeply 
printed in the heart, and represent you so lively to my 
imagination, that I should take it for a high affironr, 
*if you believed it in the power of colours to refresh my 
memory : almost as high a one, as if your grace should 
*deny me the justice of being, with the most profound 
respect and gratitude, madam, your grace's, l^c. 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MV LORD, London^ Jan, 3, 1712-13. 

Since I had the honour of your grace's letter, we 
have had a dead time of news and [X)iiticks ; and 1 
make a conscience of writing to you without something 
that will recompense the trouble of reading. 1 cannot 
but grant that your grace, who are at a distance, and 
argue from your own wisdom and general observations 
and reading, is likely to be more impartial than I, 
who, in spite of my resolutions and opinion to the con« 
trary, am forced to converse only with one side of the 
world, which fastens prejudices to me, notwithstanding 
all I can do to avoid them* Your grace has certainly 
hit upon the weak side of our peace ; but 1 do not 
find you haVe prescribed any remedies. For, that of 
limiting France to a certain number of ships and 
troops, was, I doubt, not to be compassed. While 
that mighty kingdom remains under one monarch, it 
will be always in some degree formidable to its neigh- 
bours. But we flatter ourselves it is likely to be less 
so than ever, by the concurrence of many circumstan- 
ces too long to trouble voa with. But, my lord, what 
.is to be done ? I wiU go so far with your grace as to 
tell you, that some of our friends are of opinion with 
the other party, that if this last campaign had gone on 
v/ith the conjunction of the British troops, France 
might have been in danger of being driven to great 
extremes. Yet I confess to you, at the same time, 
that if I had been first mbister, I should have advised 
the queen to pursue Her measures toward a peace. 

Some accidents and occasions have put it in my way 
to know every step of this treaty better, I think, than 
any man in England. And I do assert to your gra^c, 
that if France had been closely pushed this campaign. 

Vol. XV. Y 
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theywouldy upon oar refusal, have made offers to Hol- 
land, which tne republick would certainly have ac« 
cepted ; and in that case the interests of England 
would have been wholly laid aside, as we saw it 
thr?e years at the Hague and Gertruydenbcrg, The 
marshal D'Uxillcs and Mesna^cr, two of the French 
plenipotentiaries, were wholly inclined to have begun 
Dy the Dutch ; but the third, abbe de Polignac, who 
has most credit with monsieur Torcy, was for begin, 
ning by England. 

There was a great faction in France by this pro- 
ceeding : and it was a mere personal resentment, in 
the French king and monsieur Torcy, against the States, 
which hindered them from sending the first overture 
there. And I believe your grace will be convinced, 
by considering that the demands of Holland might be 
much more easily satisfied, than those of Britain. 
The State* were very indifferent about the article of 
Spain being in the Bourbon family, as monsieur Buys 
publickly owned when he was here, and among others 
to myself. They valued not the demolition of Dun- 
kirk, the frontier of Portugal, nor the security of 
Savoy. They abhorred the thoughts of our having 
Gibraltar and Minorca, nor cared what became of our 
dominions in North America. All they had at heart 
was the sovereignty of Inlanders, under the. name of a 
'barrier, and to stipulate what they could for the em- 

rror, to make him easy under their encroachments* 
can farther assure your grace, befi>re any - proposals 
were sent here from France, and ever since, until 
within these few months, the Dutch have been endea- 
vouring constantlj^, by private intrigues with that 
court, to undermine us, and put themselves at the 
head of a treaty of peace ; which is a truth that per- 
haps the world may soon be informed in, with several 
others that are little known. Besides, my lord, I 
doubt whether you have sufficiently reflected on the 
conditioi^ of this kingdom^ and the possibility of 
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pursuing the war at that ruinous rate. This argu^ 
^ment is not the weaker tot being often urged. Dt-^ 
tkieS) France is likely to have a lon|^ minority; or> 
if not, perhaps to be engaged in a civil war. And I 
do not find tnat in publick affairs, human wisdom is 
able to make provisions for futurity, which are not 
liable to a thousand aocidents. We have done all wc 
can ; and for the rest, ^cureptposfeti. 

Sir William Temple's Memoirs, which you men* 
tioned, is his first part *, and was published twenty 
years ago ; it is chiefly the treaty of Nimeguen, and 
was so well known^ that I could hardly tmnk yout 
grace has not seen it. 

I am in some doubt, )vhether a fall from a horse bt 
suitable to the dignity of an archbishpp« - It is one of 
the chief advantages in a great station^ that one is ex* 
empt from common accidents of that kind. The late 
king f indeed got a fall ; but his majesty was a fox- 
hunter. I question whether you can plead any prece* 
dtiit to excuse you ; and therefore, t hope you will 
commit no more such'errours : and in the mean time^ 
I heartily congratulate with your graM» that I can 
rally you upon this accident. 

1 am in some fear that our peace will hardly be con* 
eluded in several weeks, by reason of a certain inci* 
dent that could not be foreseen ; neither can I tell 
whether the parliament will sit before th6 condusion of 
the peace ; because some persons differ in their poll, 
ticks about the matter. It others were no Wiser thaA 
I, your session should not be deferred upon that ac« 
count. 

I am, with the greatest respect. 
Your grace's most dutiful and httiiible iefvant. 

* That is, the first part existing ; for the first part written 
-was destroyed by sir William Templ^ himsalf ; of the third. 
Dr. Swift was the editor. N. 

t King Williain III. who died by a fall from lus horse. 

I9* 
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FROM LORD BOLINGBROKE, 

Thursday mornings tmto o'cbclj 
Ja/t.Sy 1712-13. 

Though I have not seen, yet I did not fiiU to 
ivrite to lord treasurer. Non tua res agiiur^ dear 
Jonathan. It is the treasarer's cause * ; it is my 
cause ; it is e^ery man's cause, who is embarked on 
our bottom. Depend upon itt that I never will neg. 
lect any opportunity of snowing that tme esteem, that 
sincere aflection, and honest friendship for you, whicH 
fill the breast of your &ithful friend, 

fiOLINGBROKE. 



TO THE DUItE OF ARGYLL. 

MY LORD, January, 20, 1715-13» 

I WOULD myself have delivered the answer I sent 
yesterday to your grace at court by Dr. Arbuthnot, 
if I had not thought the right of complaining to be on 
my side : for, I think it was my due, that you should 
have immediately told me "whatever you had heard 
amiss of my conduct to your grace. When I had the 
honour to be first known to those in the ministry, I 
made it an -express condition, ^* that whoever did me 
** ill offices, thiey should inform me of what was said, 
V and hear my vindication ; that I might not be mar* 

• This seems to relate to the promotion of Dr. Swift, in 
which lord Bolingbroke, in one of his letters, charges the lord 
treasurer with being extremely backward. See also Journal 
to Stella, April 7, 1713. Dr. Swift was made dean of St, 
Patrick's on the »3d of that month. N; * 
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'^ tified with countenances estranged of the sudden, and 
'* be at a loss for the cause." And I thinks thei»c is 
• no person alive^ whose fevour or protection I would 
pnrdiase at that expense. I could not speak to the 
disadvantage of your grace without being ungrateful 
(which is an ill word) since you were pleased volunta- 
rily -to make so many professions of favour to m^ for 
some years past ; and your being a duke and a geueral 
would have swayed me not at all in my respect foryour 
person, if I had not thought you to abNXindin qualities, 
which I wish were easier to be found in those of your 
rank. I have indeed sometimes heard wh^t your grace 
was told I reported ; but as I am a stranger to coflee- 
hoQses, so it is a great deal beloV roe to spread coffee- 
house reports. This accusation is a Ihtle the harder 
upon me, because I have always appeared fond of your 
grace's character ; and have, with great industry^ re- 
lated several of your generous actions, on purpose to 
remove the imputation of the only real fault * (for I 
say nothing of common frailties) which I ever heard 
laid to your chaise. I confess, I have often thougjit 
tliat Homer's description of .Achilles bore some resem- 
blance to your grace, tut I do not remember that ever 
I said so. At the same time, I think few men were 
ever born with nobler, qualities to fulfil and adorn 
every office of a subject, a friend, and a protector, 
i^c. ^ 

FROM ROBERT HUNTER, ESQ f. 

AW York^ March I, 1712-13. 

I THINK I am indebted to you for two letters, 
and should have continued so, had it not been for the 

• In his ** Memoirs relating to the Changes in the Queen's 
•Ministry," Dr.Swift speaks of the duke of Argyll's "unquiet 
** and ambitious spirit, never easy while there was any one 
•♦ above him.* » N. 

t Brigadier Hunter, governor of New York and New Jersey, 
y3 
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apprehension of your patting a wtong construction 
upon my neglect. My friends being few in namber>* 
I would not willingly, or by my own fiiult, neglect 
nor lose those I have. The true cause is this. My 
unhappy circumstances have so soured nte, that what*, 
ever I write must be vinegar and gall to a roan of your 
mirth. For the better understanding of which> be 
pleased to read them in the w.ords of one of my most 
renowned predecessors : ^ando pensi menir a este go^ 
wierno a comer calientey y a henjer fiioy y a recrear il 
aierpo entte sahanas de Olanda^ so ore cole hones de flu- 
ma, he venido a haxer peniteneiai como sefuera Erme- 
tanno, y corns no la hago de me nfolontad, peuso que al 
cabo al cabof me ba di uewar el diahlo. Thb worthy 
Was indeed btft a type of me, of which I could fully 
convince you by an exact parallel between our adfni- 
nistrations and circumstances, which I shall reserve to 
another opportunity. 

The truth of the matter is this : I am used like a 
dog, after having done all that is in the power of roan 
to deserve a better treatment, so thaf I am now quite 
jaded. MaU meht malo alio guhemau/e, quam torn 
mails rectorthus bene gubemarei 

The approaching peace will ^ve leisure to the mi- 
nistry to think di proper remedies for the disuacted 
atatebfaU the provmces; but of this jnpre particu- 
larly, the importance of it by its situation being |^reat-. 
er, and the danger by their conduct more imminent, 
than that erf" the rest. I have done mj- duty in repre- 
senting their proceedings, and warmng them of the 
consequences ; and there I leave it. Ifeque tarn me 
ftffAirifMc consolatur ut antem quam «^W^«^, qun nulld 
in re tarn utor quim In bac civili et publica* I have 
purchased a seat for a bishop, and by orders from the 
society have given direction to prepare it for his recep. 

who was afterward api oiited j^vernor and captain general of 
Jamaica,, in the room of tll6 duke of Portland, who died there, 
July 4. i7«6, H. 
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tion. You once upon a day gave me hopes of seeing 
you there. It would be to me no small relief to have 
so good a friend to complain to. What would it be 
to yxxd to hear me when you could not help me> I 
know riol. Cetera detunt — ^for the post cannot stoy. 
Adieuw 

I am very sincerely your's, 

R. HUNTER. 



FROM GOVERNOR HUNTER. 

Neiu York, March 14, 1712-13. 

^UQNORGH quanUu itadadega generogbfua ugne» 
gon tcb'ttchendgaree ; or, lest you should not hnvc 
your Iroquoise Dictionary at hand, ** Brother^ I ho. 
nour you and all your tribe ;" though that is to be 
taken cum grano sails ; for one of them has done me 
much harm. God reward him, Vc. For that, and 
what you want to know besides relating to me, I re^ 
fcr you to the bearer, Mr. Sharp, our chaplain; a very 
worthy, ingenious, and conscientious clergyman. I 
wrote to you some time ago by a merchantship, and 
therein gave you some hints of my sufierings, which 
are not diminished since that time. In hopes of a 
better settlement, I wished for your company. Until 
that comes, I can contribute to nothing but your 
spleen. Here is the finest air to live upon in the 
universe : and if our trees and birds could speak, and 
our assemblymen be silent, the finest conversation 
too. Firt omnia tellus, but not for me. For you must 
understand, according to the custom of odr country^ 
the sachems are of the poorest of the people. I have 
got the wrong side of sir Polidore's office ; a great deal' 
to do, and nothine to receive. In a word, and to be 
. serious at last, I have spent three years of life in such 
torment and vexation, that nothing in life can ever* 
make amends for it. Tn interim sis Iftns, ft mem^r 
nostrum* Vale* R» H# 
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TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 
MY LOUD, Loudon i March 28, 1713, 

Although your humour of delaying, which is. 
a good deal in fashion, might serve roe for authority 
4nd example, in not sooner acknowledging your 
grace's letter, I shall not make that use of it ; but 
naturally tell you, that the publick delay has been the 
cause of mine. We have lived almost tHese two 
months past by the week, expecting that parliament 
would meet, and the queen tell them that peace was 
signed. But unforeseen difficulties hav^ arisen, partly 
by some mistakes in our plenipotentiaries, as well as 
of those of France, too long to trouble your gracelvith, 
since we now reckon all will be at an end ; and tfe 
queen has Sfent new powers to Utrecht, which her 
ministers there must obey, I think, or be left without 
excuse « The peace will be signed wi^ France, 
Holland, the emperor, Savoy, Portugal, and EnrUmd; 
but Spain has yet no minister at Utrecht, thel>utch 
makiBg difficulties about the duke D'Ossune's pass, 
ports ; but the marquis de Monteliion will soon begin 
his journey ; at least he tells me so. However, it is 
of no great nooment whether Spain comes in now, or a 
month hence ; and the parliament will be satisfied 
with the rest. People here have grumbled at those 
prorogations until they are weary ; but they are not 
rery convenient, considering how many fun<fa are out, 
and how late it is in the year. They think of taking 
off two shillings in the pound from the land-tax; 
which I always argued earnestly against: but the 
court has a mind to humour the country gentlemen, 
and the thing is popular enough ; but then we must 
borrow upon new funds, which it will be of the last 
difficulty to invent or to raise. The other party are 
employed in spreading a report most industriously. 
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that the lord treasurer intends, after the ptace, to de- 
clare (ox the whigs. They have spread it in Scodam], 
to prepare people for the next election ; and Mr. An. 
nesly told me the other day at my lord steward's, 
' that he had heard I writ the same to my friends in 
Ireland ; which, as it is wholly without ground, so 
the fact is what I never had the least belief oMl though 
your lordship is somewhat of his grJace's mind, in not 
refusing to converse with his greatest enemies and 
therefore he is censured, as you say you are, upon the 
fame account* And to those who charge him with it 
(as some are free enough to do i|t) he only says, his 
friends oueht to trust him ; and I have some reason to 
believe, that after a peace, the direct contrary wiU 
appear. For my own part, I entirely agree with yobr 
grace, that a free man ought not to confine his converse 
to any one party ; neither would I do so, if I were 
iree ; but I am not, and perhaps much less is a great 
minister in such a juncture as this. Among many 
qualities I. have observed in the treasurer, there is one 
which is something singular, that he will be under 
an imputation, how wrong soever, without the paias 
of .clearing himself to his nearest friends, which is 
owing to great integrity, great courage, or great con, 
tempt of censure. I know he has abundance of the 
two last, and I believe he has the 6rst. . 

Your grace's observations on the French ^exterity 
in negotiation, as well as their ill faith, are certainly 
right ; but let both be as great as possible, we must 
treat with them one time or other ; and if ministen 
will not be upon their guard against such norosious 
nianagers, they are altogether inexcusable. But I 
do assure your grace, that as it has fallen in my way to 
know inore of the steps of this whole treaty,, thaii 
perhafKi anv one man beside, I cannot see that any. 
thing in the power of human prudence, under many 
difficult conjv.icturesi has. b^n omitted. We tta^ 
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b^n forced to conceal the best side, which I agree 
has been unfbrtonate and anpopular; but you will 
please to consider, that this way of every subject in^ 
ferposing their sentiments upon the management of 
foreign n^tiationsi is a very new thing among us : 
and the su&ring it has been thought, in the opinion 
of wise men, too great a strain upon the prerogative $ 
espec^Uy giving a detail of particulars, which, in the 
variety of events, cannot be ascertained during the 
course of a treaty. — I could easilv answer the objec- 
tion of your grace's friends in reUtion to the Dutch» 
and why they made those dificulties at the Hague 
and Gertruydenberg* And when the whole story of 
these two last intriguing yean comes to be published^ 
the world will have other notions of oar proceedings* 
This perhaps will not be long untold, and mighf 
already have been, if other people had been no wisef 
than I. After all, my lord, I grant that from a dis«. 
tant view of things, abundance of objections may 
be raised against many parts of our conduct. But the 
difficulties which gave room to these objections are not 
ften, and perhaps tome of them will never appear } 
neither may it be convenient they should. If in the 
end it appears that we have made a good bargain for 
]fou, we nope you will take it without entering too 
nicely into the circumstances. I will not undertake 
to dmnd our proceedings against any man who will 
not allow this postulatum, that it was impossible to 
tarry on the war any longer ; which, whoever denies, 
•ither his not examined the state of the nation with 
respeet to its debts, or denies it from the spirit of 

fiTty• When a friend of mine objected this to lord 
ottingfaam, he freely confessed it was a thing he 
lud never considered. But, however, he would be 
tfiinat any peace withoMt Spain ; and why ? because 
iS was not privy seal. But then, why does he vote 
with the wAigi in every thing eke, although pcA«t 
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hsLS no concern ? because he was no^ privy teal* I 
hope> my lord> we shall in time unriddle you many a 
dark problem, and let you sec that factionf rage, 
rebellion, revenue, and ambition, were deeply roote4 
in the hearts ot those who have been the great ob* 
structors of the queen's measures, and of the king- 
dom's happiness ; and if I am not mistaken, such a 
scene may open, as will leave the present age and pos- 
terity, little room to doubt who were the i^al friends, 
and real enemies of their country*. At the same time 
I know nothing ts so rash as predicting upon the 
events of publick councils ; and I see many accidenu 
very possible to happen which may soon defeat all 
my wise conjectures. I am, my lord. 
Your grace's most dutiful- 

and most humble obedient servant. 



FROM MR. PRIOIU. 

X RA Y take this word writ after our packet is closed, 
and the messenger staying for it, as an equivalent for 
your dispatches at midnight when the writer was half 
asleep. Hang me if I know how tOv go on, though I 
am in a country where every body does not only 
write letters but print them. Our great affair goes 
on very successfully. We transmit the Spanish treaty, 
concluded at Madrid, for your approbation in £ng. 
land, and transmi3sion to Utrecht: after which I 
think, fax sit will become authentick Latin : after 
which, I suppose, oar society will flourish, and I shall 
have nothing to do but to partake of that universal 
protection^ ^rt^hich it will receive* In the mean time, 

t Sec hU *• History of the Four last Years of the Queen.** N, 
i At that time plenipotentiary to France. H* 
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pray give itiy ^;r^t respects to oar brethren *> and tell 
them that, while in hopes of being £ivoured, they are 
sending their own money. I am advancing my in^ 
terest in the French languagej and forgetting my own 
mother tongue. But we shall have time enough to 
perfect our English^ when we hare done with other 
ihattets. I want mightily to hear from lord treasurer. 
Tell him so. I owe brother Arbuthnot a letter* 
Excuse my not writing to himi till I know what to 
say. I cannot find Vanhomrigh f since he brought 
me your letter. I have a rarity ^ of a book to send 
you by the first fair occasion. It makes bat little of 
the English wit, " The Guardian ;" but, possibly, I do 
not enter into his design. Let lord Bolingbroke 
kz^ow, I love him mightily ; and pray do joa as much 
for £^ck Skelton. Adieu, my good friend. I am 
very truly, 

Your obedient and faithful servant, 

M. PRIOR. 



FROM JOHN EARL POULETT :. 

Afril, Sunday afternoon* 

I WAS called away presently after chapel, upon some 
business which hindered my going up stairs at St. 
James's, and occasions Dr. Swift the trouble of this, 
to make my excuse for not returning the paper, which 
I here send you ; and though it is not in my power 
to serVe you in any proportion to mjr unfeigned re- 
spects for you, yet I would not be wanting, on my part, 
in any opportunity where I can, to express myselfy 
Sir^ your most faithful humble servant. 

POULETT. 

* The sixteen. Sec note to a letter fromVord Harley t© 
Swift, dated July I-, 1714. H. 

+ One of the brothers of Vanessa. See the letter to miss 
Esther Vanhomngl), dated July 8,. 17 13. H. 

X Indorsed * Lord Steward, I7i3«' N. ' 
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TO THE REV. MR. WILLIAM DRAPER, 

DEAN^ NEAR BASlNOSTOKE, HAMPSkiRE*. 

stRf London^ April J 3,^ 1 7 1 3. 

I AM ashamed to tell you how ill a philosopher I 
am, and that a very ill situation of my affairs for three 
weeks past, made me utterly incapable of answering 
your obliging letter, and thanking you for your most 
agreeable copy of vefscs. The prints will tell you 
that I am condemned again to live in Ireland ; and 
all that the court and mmistry did for me was to let 
me choose my situation in the country where I am 
banished. I could not forbear showing both your 
letter and verses to our great men, as well as to thcs. 
men of wit of my acquaintance; and they were 
highly approved by all. I am altogether a stranger to 
your friend Appian ; and am a little angry when those 
who have a genius lay it out in translations. I qiies. 
tion whether ' Res angusta domi' be not one of your 
motives. Perhaps you want such a bridle as a trans- 
lation, for your genius is too fruitful, as appears by the- 
frequency of your similies ; and this employment may. 
teach you to write like a modest man, as Shakespeare* 
expresses it. . 

I have been minding my lord Bolingbroke, Mr.. 
Harcourt, and sir William Windham, to solicit my 
lord chancellor to give you a living, as a business 
which belongs to our society, who assume the title of 
rewarders of merit. They are all very well disposed, 
and I shall not fail to ncgociate for you while I stay 
iji England, which will not be above six weeks ; but 
I,. hope to return in October, and if you are not therf 

» first printed in Mr. Seward's Bsographiana, 17 19, from 
the original in the possession of that excellent initructor' of 
youth. Dr. Vali)', of R.adi ng 
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provided .for I will move heaven and earth that some, 
thing may be done for you. Our society has not met 
of hte, else I would have moved to have two of 
us sent inform to request a iiving for you from my 
lord chancellor ; and, if you have any way to employ 
my services, I desire you will let me know it, and be- 
ficve me to be very sincerely, 
Sir, 
Your most faithful humble servant, 

JON, SWIFT. 



FROM DR. ATTERBURY. 

Chelsea^ Tuesday Mornings 
MR. DEAN, Apf'tl 21, 17 15*. 

Give me leave to tell you, that there is no man 
in England more pleased with your being preferred 
than I am. I would have told you so myself at 
your lodgings, • but that my waiting 'confines me. F 
nad heard a flying report of it before ; but my lord 
Bolingbroke yesterday confirmed the welcome news 
to me. I could not excuse myself without saying 
thus much ; and I have Dot time to say more, but 
that I am your moet afiectionate and faithfal servant, 

FR. ATTERBURY. 



TO ARCH9ISHOP KING. 

MV LORD, LoudMi April 30, 1 7 1 3« 

^ HAD the honour of your grace's letter of the 14th, 
^hich at present I cannot answer particularly : I send 
this to welcome your .grace to the Bath, where we 

♦ Indorsed by Dr. Swift,** Dr. Aiterbury, April 21, ^13, 
about eleven in the morning. I believe all to no purpose..-' * N 
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conclude you are now aitivcd ; and I hope the design 
o£ your journey is more for prevention, than cure. I 
suppose your grace has heard that the queen has made 
Dr. Sterne bishop of Droroore, and that I am to sue* 
ceed him in his deanery. Dr. Parnell, who is now 
in town, writ last post to your grace, to desire the 
&vour of you that he may have my small prebend *: 
he thinks it will be some advantage to come into the 
chapter, where it may possibly be in my power to 
serve hini in a way agreeable to him, although in na 
decree equal to his merits ; by which he has distin. 
guished himself so much, that he is in great esteem 
with the ministry, and others of the most valuable 
persons in this .town. He has been many years under 
your grace's direction, and has a very good title to 
your favour ; so that I believe it will be unnecessary 
tp add how much I should be obliged to your grace's 
compliance in this matter: and I flatter myself that 
his being agreeable to me, will be no disadvantage to 
him in your grace's opinion. 

I am, with the greatest respect, my lord. 
Your grace's most dutiful 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT* 



TO LORD CHANCELLOR HARCOURT, 

MY LORD, May, 1713, 

I WONDER your lordship would presume to go 
out of town and leave me in fear that J should rot see 
you before I go to Ireland, which will be in a week. 
It is a strange thing, you should prefer your own 
health, and ease, and convenience, before my satis, 
faction. I want your lordship for my solicitor. I 
want your letter to your younger brother of Ireland, 

♦ Of punlavin. See a letter to dean Sterne, April 17, 17 10. N 
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to pot him under my goYcrrf;ncnt : I want an oppon. 
tunity of giving your lordship my hmnblest thanks^ 
for a hundred favours' you hare done me: I wanted 
the sight of your lordship this day in York build- 
ings. Pray, my lord, come to town before I leave 
it, and supf^y all my wants. My lord .treasurer uses 
xne barbarously ; appoinU to carry me to Kensington, 
«i)d makes me walk four miks at midnight. He 
laughs when I mention a thousand pound which he 
give* me ; though ^ thousand pound is a v^ serbm 

TO MR* ADDISON, 
SIR, May 13, 1713. 

I WAS told yesterday, by several presons, that Mr. 
Steele had reflected upon me in his Guardian ; which 
I could hardly believe, until, sending for the paper 
of the day, I found he had, in several parts of it, in- 
sinuated with the utmost malice, that I was author of 
the Examiner* ; and abused me in the grossest manner 
he could possibly invent, and set his name to what he 
had, writjen. Now, sir, if J am not author of the 
Examiner ; how will Mr. Steele be able to defend 
himself from the imputation of the highest degree of 
baseness/ ingratitude, and injustice ? Is he so igno. 
rant of my> temper, and of my style ? Has he never 

♦ In the Guardian, No. LI 1 1, Mr. Steele says, "Though 
sometimes- 1 have been told by liirailiar friends, that they saw- 
me such a time taJking to the Examiner; others who have ral- 
lied me for the sins ot my youth tell me it is credibly reported 
that 1 ha,vc formerly lain ^iih the Mxaminer. I have carried 
my point ; and it is nothing to me whether the Examiner 
wri^ in the character of an estranged friend^ or an exasperated 
mistress,"— By the first of these appellations, Dr. Swift is to 
be understood ; by the latter, Mrs. Manley, authoress of the 
Atalantis, who frequently contributed to the writing of the 
Examiner* N« - , 
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heard that the aathor of the Examiner (ta whom I am 
altogether a stranger *)-<iid, a month or two ago, 
vindicate me from having any concern in it? Shoul4 
not Mr, Steele have first expostulated with me as a 
friend ? Have I deserved this usage from Mr. Steele, 
who knows very well that my lord treasurer has kept 
him in his employment upon my entreaty and inter- 
cession ? My lord chancellor and my lord Boling- 
broke will be witnesses, how I was reproached by my 
lord treasurer, upon the HI returns Mr. Steele made to 
hk Jprdship's indulgence, i^c. 



FROM MR. STEELE. 
811, Majl9,l7l3. 

iViR, Addison showed me your letter, wherein 
you mention roe. They laugh at you, if they make 
you believe your interposition has kept n^e thus long in 
my office. If you have spoken in my behalf at any- 
time, I am glad I have always treated you with re- 
spect ; though I believe you an accomplice of the Exa. 
miner. In the letter you are angry at, you see I have . 
no reason for' being so merciful to him, but out of 
regard to the imputation you lie under. You do not 
in direct terms say you are not concerned with him ; 
but make it an argument of your' innocence, that the 
Examiner has declared you have nothing to do with 
him. I believe I could prevail upon the Guardian to 
say there was a mistake in putting my name in his 

• See the fifth volume of this collection. The reader will 
recollect the received opinion, that^Dr* Swift never wrote any 
Examiners after June 7, 17 1 1. The curious may see an accu- 
rate and satisfactory account of the Examiner, and of this 
circumstance particularly, in the edition of the Taller^ with 
notes, 1786, vol. v. No. 210, p. 307. N, 

» 3 ^ 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



558 LETTERS TO AND PROM DR. SWIFT. 

paper : bat the English would laugh at us, should we 
argue in so Irish a manner. I am heanily glad of 
your being made dean of St. Patrick's, 
lam, sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 



TO MR. STEELE. 
SIR9 

««««*«^j jj^y probably know better, 
when th^y are disposed •»**«*♦, fhe 
case was thus : I didj with the utmost application, 
and desiring to lay all my credit upon it, desire Mr. 
Harley (as he then was called) to show you mercy. 
He said, " He would, and wholly upon my account : 
" that he would appoint you a day to see him : that he 
" would not expect you should quit any friend or 
«« principle." Some days after, he told me, ** He 
" had appointed you a day, and yoq had not kept it;" 
upon which he reproached me, as engaging for more 
than I could answer ; and advised me to more caution 
another time.' I told him, and desired my lord chan- 
cellor and lord Bolingbroke to be witnesses, that I 
would never speak for, or against you, as long as I 
lived ; only I would add, that it was still my opinion, 
you should have mercy till you gave further provoca* 

+ It has unluckily happened that two or three lines have 
been torn by accident from the beginning of this letter ; and» 
by the same accident, two or three lines are missing toward 
the latter part, which were written on the back part of the 
paper which was torn ott*. But what remains of this letter, 
will, I presume, be very satisfactory to the intelligent, 
leader. D. S. 
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tions. This is the history of what you think fit to 
cally in the spirit of insulting, ^< their laughing at 
** me:" and you may do it securely ; for, by the most 
inhuman dealings, vou have wholly put it out of my 
power, as a christian, to do you the least ill office. 
Next I desire to know, whether the g^reatest services 
ever done by one man to another, may not have the 
same turn as properly applied to them? And, once 
more, suppose they did laugh at me, I ask whether 
my inclinations to serve you, merit to be rewarded by 
the vilest treatment, whether they succeeded or not ? 
If your interpretation were true, I was laughed at only 
for your sake ; which, I think, is going pretty far to 
serve a friend. As to the letter I comiplain ofi I 
appeal to your most partial friends, whether you ought 
not either to have asked, or written to me, or desired 
to have been informed by a third hand, whether I 
were any way concerned in writing the Examiner? 
And if I had shuffled, or answered indirectly, or af- 
firmed it, or said I would not give you satisfaction ; 
you might then have wreaked your revenge with some 
colour of justice. I have several times assured Mr. 
Addison, and fifty others, ^* That I had not the least 
^and in writing any of those papers ; and that I had 
never exchanged one syllable with the supposed au. 
thor* in my life, that I can remember, nor ever seen 
him above twice, iincj that in mixed company, in a 
place where he came to pay his attendance." One. 
thing more I must observe to you, that a year or two 
ago, when some printers used to bring me their papers 
in manuscript, I absolutely forbid them to give any 
hints against Mr* Addison and you, and some others ; 
and have fre<juently struck out reflections upon you in 
particular, and should (I believe) have done it still, if 

* It is clqar that Swift all along alludes to OMisworth as 
authcr otthe Examiners Steele, on the contrary, sets out on 
tiie supposition that those oapers were i.tiU the prcductioh of 
wit't and Mrs. Manic/. N 
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I had not wholly left of troubling myself about tiios^ 
kind of things, 

I protest I never saw any thing more liable to excep- 
tion, than evtry part is of the letter you were pleased 
to write me. You plead, '* That I do not in mine to 
Mr. Addison, in direct terms, say I am not concerned 
Vfith the Examiner." And is that an excuse for the 
tnost savage injuries in the world a week before f How 
far you can prevail with the Guardian, I shall not 
trouble myself to inquire; and am more concerned 
how you will clear your own honour an4 conscience, 
than my reputatiop. I shall hardly lose one friend by 
what yout * ♦ ♦ ♦. *-^lknow not any *»**♦* 
laugh at me for any * ♦ * ♦ * ♦ absurdity of yours. 
There are. solecisms in morals as well as in languages ; 
and to which of the virtues you will reconcile your 
conduct to roe, is past my imagination. Be pleased to 
put these questions to yourself: ^*If Dr. Swift be 
entirely innocent of what I accuse him, how shall I 
be able to make him satisfaction? And how do I 
know but he may be entirely innocent? If he was 
laughed at only because he solicited for me, is that a 
sufficient reason for me to say the vilest things of him 
in print, under my hand, without any provocation ? 
And how do I know but he may be in the right, when 
he says I was kept in my employment at his interpo. 
$ition ? If he never pnce reflected on m^ the Ic^st in 
any paper, and has hindered many others from doing 
it, now can I justify myself, for endeavouring in 
mine, to ruin his credit as a christian and a clergy* 
paan?" . ^ 

I am, sir, your most bbcdicnt humble servant, 

J.S. 

+ Here the rnanuscript is torn. D. S. 
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FROM SIR T. HANMER*. 
SIR, Tuesday. 

I KEEP only the last book +, which I shall have 
gone through before night. The rest I send you, 
with the very few observations I made upon them, 
which yet were as many as I could sec any occasion 
for; though, I do as^re you, I read with the same 
(PM^igtues? and ill nature as in the former patt. I am, 
Your most humble servant, &c, 

THO, HANMER* 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MTLORDy London^ May 23, YJIZ* 

1 HAD the honour of a letter from your grace, the 
18th instant, from Chester, I was confidently told, 
about three weeks ago^ that your grace was expected 
every day at the Bath; and you will find a letter 
there as old as that, with a requisition in favour of 
Dr. Parncll, who, by his own merit, is in the esteem 
of the chief ministers here. I am very sensible, that 
the- loss your grace has suffered in the removal of Dr. 
Sterne, will never be made up by me^ upon a great 
many accounts : however, I shall not yield to him in 
respect and reneration for your grace's character and 
person; and I return you my most grateful acknow* 
iedgments for the offer you make me of your favour 
and proteaion. I think to set out for Ireland on 
Monday sevcnnight, to be there before the term ends ; 
for sp they advise me, because the long vacation fol- 
lows, in which J cannot take the oaths, unless at a 



♦ Indorsed, < Received aWom May, 17 13.' H. 
+ 0/ the MS. History of thq Peace of Utrecht. 
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quarter sessions ; and I had better have two chanced 
than one. This will hinder me from payine my re-, 
tpccts to your grace at the Bath; and indeed my own 
health would be better^ I believe, if I could pass a few 
weeks there: but my remedy shall be riding, and a 
tea voyage. I have been inquiring, and am told yoar 
^raCfs's cause will hardly come on this session ; but 
indeed I have been so much out of prder for these ten 
days past, that I have been able to do nothing. 

As to the spire tp be erected on St. ratrick'j 
steeple ^, I am apt to think it will cost mote than is 
imagined ; and I am confident that no bricks made in 
tliat part of Ireland, will bear being exposed so much 
to the air : however, I shall .inquire among some ar« 
chitects here. 

I hope your grace wDl find a return of your health 
in the place where you are. I humbly beg your bles- 
sing ; and remain, with great respect, my lord. 
Your grace's 

most dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT* 



FROM MR. STEELE. 

SIR, Bloomshttty, May Q6, I7l3. 

1 HAVE received your's, and find it is impossible 
for a man to judge in his own- case. For an allusion to 
you, as one under the imputation of helping the Exa- 

♦ Dr. Sterne (predecessor to Dr. Swift, as dean of St. Pa- 
trick's Cathedral, Dublin, afterward Bishop of Dromore, 
from whence he was translated to tne see of Clogher) left 
i2Col. to erect a spire on the top of that steeple, which was 
built a few years after his lordship's death. It is an octagon 
of many teet high, built of white hard mountain stone, with 
a gilt ball at the top of it, which may be seen at thCsdistaace 
of many miles. F. 
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miner, and owning I was restrained out of respect to 
you, you tell Addison, under your hand, " you think 
me the vilest of mankind," and bid him tell me so. I 
am obliged to you for ^ny kind things said in my be- 
half to the treasurer ; and assure you, when you were 
in Ireland, you were the constant subject of my talk to 
men in power at that time. As to the vilest of man. 
kind, it would be a glorious world if I were: for I 
would not conceal my thoughts in favour of an injured 
man, though all the powers on earth gainsaid it, to be 
made the first man in the nation. This position, I 
know, will ever obstruct my way in the world ; and 
J have conquered my desires accordingly. I have re. 
solved to content myself with what I can get by my 
own industry, and the improvement of a small estate, 
without being anxious whether I, am ever in a court 
again or not. I do assure you, I do not spieak this 
cSmly, after the ill usage in your letter to Addison, 
out of terrour of your wit, or my lord treasurer's 
power; but pure kindness to the agreeable qualities, I 
once so passionately delighted in, in you. You know, 
I know nobody, but one that talked after you, could 
tell, ** Addison had bridled me in point of party." 
This was ill hinted, both with relation to him^ 
and, sir. 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

RICHARD STEELE. 

X know np party ; but the truth of the question is 
what I wi|l support as well as I can, when any 
pian I honour is attacked. 



TO MR. STEELE. 

SIR, May 27, 1713. 

The reason I give you the trouble of this reply to 
your letter, is because I am going in a very few days 
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tolreknd: and although I Intieaded to return toward 
winter, yet it may happen, fronr the common accidents 
of life, tliat I may never see you again. 
. In your yesterday's letter, you are pleased to take 
de complaining side» and think.it haid I should write 
to Mr. Addison as I did, only for an allusion* Thi» 
allusion was only calling a clergyman of some little 
distinction an infidel : a clergyman, who was your 
friend, who always loved you, who had endeavoured 
. at least to serve you; and who, whenever he did 
write any thing, made it sacred to himself never to 
fling out the l.east hint against you. 
. One thing you are pleased to fix on me, as what yoi» 
are sure of; that the Examiner had talked after me, 
when he said, •' Mr. Addison had bridled you in point 
of party." I do not read one in six of those papersj^ 
nor ever knew he had such a passage ; and I am so ig. 
nocant of this, that I cannot tell what it means : whe- 
ther, that Mr. Addison kept you close to a party, or 
thajt he hindered you from writing about party, 1 
never talked or writ to that author in my life ; so that; 
he could not have learned it from me. And in short, 
I solemnly affirm, that with relation to every friend X 
have, I am as innocent, as it is possible for a ^humaa 
creature to be. And whether you believe me or notj^ 
I think, with submission, you ought to act as if you' 
believed mc, till you have demonstration to the con- 
trary. 1 have all the ministry, to be my witnesses, 
that there is hardly a man of wit of the adverse party, 
whom I have not been so bold as to recommend often 
and with earnestness to them : for, I think, princ^Jki 
at present are quite out of the case, and that we dis- 
pute wholly about persons. In these last you and I 
diiFer; but in the other, I think, we agree: for I 
have in print professed myself in politicks, to be what 
we formerly called a whig. , 

As to the great man * whose defence you undertake >- 

« PukeofMarlborouglk D. &• 
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thodgh I do not think so well of him as you do, yet I 
have been the cause of preventing five hundred hard 
tilings bein^ said against him. 

I am sensible 1 have talked too much when myself 
is the subject : therefore I conclude with sincere wishes 
for your health and prosperity, and am, sir^ 

Yours, ^c. 

You cannot but remember, that in the only thing I 
ever published with nay name, I took care to cele- 
brate you as much as I could* and in as handsome a 

- manner, though it was in a letter to the present 
lord tteasurer. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ*. 

Whitehall, June 2, 171^. 

I HOPE this will mectLyou at Chester, and that your 
passage at sea will be favoured with as mild weather as 
your journey by land has. been these two first days. 
The division ye&terday, in tjic Iwuse of lords, wa» 
fiftv-four against. £fty«fbur. Projcies were called for, 
and we had seventeen to thirteen. This is the greatest 
riaory we ever had» The duke of Argyll and the 
Scotch were against us to a man. Lords Weymoutl^ 
and Carteret were with them. It wasi very comical to 
see the tories, who voted with lord treasurer against 
the dissokition of the union, ooder all the perplexities 
in the world, lest they shouki be victorious ; and the 
Scotcb, who voted for a bill <^ dissolution, under 
agonies lest they themselves should carry the point 
they pretended to desire. In all the time I have been 
coaversaot in business, I never before observed both 

* Secretary to lord Dartmouth, and member for Lost* 
iwithicl. B. - 
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V Sides, at the same time, acting parts which they 
thought contrary to their interests. Let us hear from 
you sometimes, and believe there is nobody with more 
sincerity your's, than, &fr. 



FROM THE REVEREND MR. SHARPE*, 
RBVE&END SIR, LoHdofi, June 4, 171 3. 

I WAS commanded by his excellency brigadier Hun. 
ter, governor of New York, to deliver the enclosed 
With my own hand, had I been so happy, for his ser- 
vice and my own satisfaction, as to have seen you at 
London. I am persuaded your influence here mi^ht 
have contributed to create a better opinion of hrniy 
among some leading men in the society for propagation 
of the Gospel in foreign parts, who have been much 
imposed on by the clamorous memorials of some indis- 
creet missionaries abroad. He has the just esteem of 
two thirds of the clergy in his government, and the 

freatest part of the laity, who have either sense, {»ro« 
ity, or honours but his adversaries have made the 
church's cause a favourable handle for their repeated 
complaints, which, with the application of their friends 
here, mikes them hopeful of success. 
* I 1 ave been twelve years abroad, in the service of 
the church in America : the last ten were in the station 
of chaplain to her majesty's forces at New York,^ 
where I had the opportunity of being \txy near to the 
several governors ; and do assure ^ou, that if I had 
ever observed in him any inclination to weaken th& 
interest of the church there, I could not in conscienco 
offer to excuse him; but he is better known to yoaj^ 

' « Chaplain to brigadier Hunter, governor of Ne^ 
.^York. B. I 
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thaft that f , who am altogether unknown, should 
presume to giv^ hi^ character. 

What I beg leave to in treat of you is, to recommend 
me in my endeavours for his service, to the advice and 
assistance of your friends. The perplexity of all his 
afiairs at this time claims the good offices of all that 
wish him well. If, in favour to his excellency, you 
are pleased to honour me with the pardon of this, and 
what return the inclosed may require^ direct for me to 
the care of Mr. James Douglas, merchant, in Fen- 
court, Fenchurch street, London. I beg leave to 
•ubscribe myself, with great respect^ reverend sir, 
your most obedient and most humole servant, 

JOHN SHARPE* 



TO MISS VANHOMRIGH*. 

Laracofy July 8, 1713. 

I STAYED but a fortnight in Dublin, ytry sick ; 
and returned not one visit of a hundred, that Were 
made me ; but all to the dean, and none to the doctor. 
I am riding here for life ; and I think I am something 
better. 1 hate the thoughts of Dublin, and prefer a' 
field bed, and an earthen floor^ before the great house 
there, which they say is mine. I had. your last sple- 
netick letter. I told you, when I left England, I 
would endeavour to forget every thins; there, and would 
write as seldom as I could. I did indeed design one 

• This is the lady whom the Dean has celebrated by the 
name of Vanessa. She was the eldest daughter of Bartholo- 
mew Vanhomrigh, first a merchant of Amsterdam, andatter« 
-ward of Dublin, who was appointed commissary of the 
stores by king William, upon his expedition into Ireland. Hqr 
mother was the daughter of Mr. Stone, the commissioner, 
and niece to the accomptant- general of Ireland. H. 
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general jound of lettets to my friends; belt mf health 
has not yet suffered me. I design to pass the greatest 
part of the time I stay in Irelandi here, in the cabin 
where I am itow writing : neither will I leave the 
kingdom till. I am sent for ; 'and if they have no hu 
ther service for me, I will never see England agaiiu 
Ax my first coming, I thought I should have died with 
discontent; and was horribly melancholy , while they 
were installing me, but it begins to wear ofi> and 
change to duiness* My river walk is extremely pret. 
'ty, and my catial in great beauty ; and I tkc trouts 
playing in it. I know not any one thing iraw in 
Dublin. But Mr. Ford is very kind, and writes to 
me constantly what passes among you. I find you are 
likewise a good politician ; and I will say so much to 
you, that I venly think, if the thing you know of 
had been published just upon the peace, the^ ministry- 
might have avoided what has since happened : but I 
am now fitter to look after willows, and to cut hedges, 
than meddle with afiairs of state. I must order one of 
the workmen to drive those coWs out of my island, 
and make op the ditch again ; a work much more pro- 
per for a country vicar, than driving oat factions, and 
fencing against them. I must go and take my bitter 
draught to cure my head, which is sailed by the 
bitter draughts which the publick has giten me. So 
go to your dukes and duchesses, arid leave me to 
goodman Bumford, and Patrick DcJanj of Clandug* 
gan. Adieu. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ\ 

Whitehall, Julys* ^HSi 
We are all running headlong into the greatest con* 
fusion imaginable. JJir Thomas Hanmert is gone 

♦ Indorsed, ** Mr. Lewis, abput the divisions, ^c..*» 
' + Speaker of the house of commons. B* 
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into the countiy this morning, I believe much discon^ 
tented; and I am very apprehensivci neither lord 
Anglesea* nor he will continue long with us. I 
heartily wish you were here; for you might certainly 
be of great use to us, by your endeavours to reconcile, 
and by representing to them the infallible consequences 
of these divisions. We had letters this morning from 
Ireland* WRat is the reason I had none from youf 
Adieu, I hope your want of health is not the cause» 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING, 

MT LORD, Trim, July l6, 1713. 

I HAVE been about five weeks in this kingdom, but 
* so extremely ill with the return of an old disorder in 
tny head, that I was not able to write to your grace. 
I have been the greatest part of that time at my country 
parish, riding every day for my health. I can tell 
yOUr grace nothing from Dublin, having spent the 
days I was there between business and physick, and 
paid no visits, nor received any but one day ; and I 
reckoa it no great loss, for I hear they are all party 
mad ; and it is one felicity of being among willows, 
that ^x\t is not troubled with faction. I hope you have 
3S little of it at the Bath ; for I cannot fancy it does 
well with the waters. If your grace goes to London 
from the Bath, I believe I may have the honour of 
waiting on you ; although I shall dp all in my power 
^o save the trouble of such a journey, which neither 
jny fortune nor my health wiH very well bear. I hope 
yod feel the good effects of the place you arcjn ; and \ 
pray Gqd continue your life, for the good of hi« 
church. 

• Arthur, who was joint vice treasure^ of IreUnd with 
Edward eari of C iiirenUon. B. 
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The other day, Mr, Thacker, prebendary of &i« 
gard and vicar of RathcooU died ; and it would be a 
great mark of goodness in your grace, as well as a per- 
sonal favour to me, if yoa would please to dispose of 
his livings in favour of Mr. Thomas Warburton, who 
has been many years my assistant in the cure of Lanu 
cor, has behaved himself altogether unblamably, and it 
a gentleman of very good learning and sense. If I 
knew any one more deserving, I would not reconu 
mend him ; neither would I do it however, because I 
know your grace has a great many dependants, bat 
that it will te a great use to me to have a vicar in one 
of my rectories, and upon my deanery, in whom I can 
confide. I am told the livings amount to a hundred 
and twenty pounds a year at most ; and it may pro- 
bably happen in my way to be able to oblige, some 
friend of your's in a greater matter, which I shiall very 
readily do. I am,, with the greatest respect, my lord, . 
Your grace's most obedient 

and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT. 



FROM ERASMUS LEWIS, ESQ*. 

WhitehaUy July 30, 1713* 

1 HIS day sc'nnight the queen goes to Hampton 
Court, and the Monday following to Windsor. I 
fancy by that time Mr. Bromley + wijl be secretary of 
state, in the room of my lQrd|. Lord treasurer was 
abroad this evcjning, for the first time after a fortnight's 
illness. I hear there came a dozen of letters from yoa 

• Indorsed, *f Mr. Lewis, pressing mc to come over '* N. 

+ Will«iam Bi-omley, Esq., appointed secretary of state, 
Aug. 17, 1713, in the room of Wiiliam, earl of Dartmouth, 
made lord privy ^al B. 

I Dartmouth, to whom Mr. Lewis had been secretary. B- 
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by the same post to your friends here. My lord trea- 
surer desires you'll make all possible haste over; for 
we want you extremely. 



TO BISHOP ATTERBURY. * 

' The Country in Ireland^ 

MT LORD, ^ug. :if 1713, 

It is with the greatest pleasure 1 heard of your lord- 
ship's promotion, I mean that particular promotion 
which I believe is agreeable to you *, though it does 
not mend your fortune. There is but one other change 
1 could wish you, because I have heard you prefer it 
before ^11 the rest ; and that likewise is now ready +, 
unless it be thought too soon, ' and that you are made 
to wait till another person has used it for a step to 
cioss the water J. Though I am here in a way of 
sinking into utter oblivion; for 

**HaB latebrae nee dukes, nee, si mihlcredis, amcense :" 

yet i shall challenge the continuance of your lordship's 

♦ The deanery of Westminster. N. 

+ The bishoprick of London was then vacant, by the death 
of Dr. Compton, who died July 4, 1713 . N. 

X To Lambeth. It is more than insinuated by Dr. Maty, 
that A ttcrbury's ambition extended to York or Canterbury. 
Yet those who were better acquainted with his views, knew 
that Winchester would have been much more desirable to him 
than any of the others. And there are persons still living, 
who have been toid, from respectable authority, that that 
bishoprick was olfered to him whenever it should become 
vacant (and till that event should happen, a pension of $oool. 
a year, beside an ample provision for Mr. Moricej, if he would 
cease to ^ive the opposition he did to sir Robert Walpole's 
administration, by his speeches and protests in the house of 
lords. When that otter was rejected by the bishop, then the 
contrivance for his ruin was determined on. N. 
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favour : and whenever I come to London, shall with 
great assurance cross the park to your lordship's house 
at Westminster, as if it were no more than crossing 
the street at Chelsea. I talked at this threatening 
rate so often to you about two years past, that you are 
not now to forget it. 

Pray, my lord, do not let your being made a bishop 
hinder you from cultivating the politer studies, which 
your heart was set upon when you went to govern 
Christ Church. Providence has made you successor 
to a person, who, though of a much inferiour genius *» 
turned all his thoughts that way ;> and, I have been 
told> with great success, by his countenance to those 
who deserved. I envy Dr. Freindf thax he has you 
for his inspector; and I envy you for having such a 
person in your district, and whom you lo^e so well. 
Shall not I have liberty to be sometimes a thini among 
yoii, though I am an Irish dean ? 

" Vervecum in psltrii, crassoquc s\ib' aerc natusj.** 

A very disordered head hindered me from writing 
early to your lordship, when I first htfard of your pre- 
ferment; and I have reproached myself of in^atitude^ 
when I remembered your kindness in sending me a 
letter upon the deanery they thought gt to throw m^ 

♦ The works of bishop Sprat, besides his few po^ms, are, 
" The History of the Royal Society ;»' *• The Life of Cow, 
*• ley ;'* ** The Answer to Sorbiere;'* •* The History of the 
•* Ryehouse Plot;'* ** The Relation of his own Examina- 
** tion;" and a volume of '* Sermons.'* — Dr. Johnson says^ 
•* I have heard it observed, with great justness, * that every 
book is of a different kind, and that each has its distinct aii4. 
characterii.tical excellence.' In his poems, he considercct 
Cowlej^ as a model ; and supposed that, as he was imitated, 
perfection was approached." N. 

T Dr. Freind, thcjj head master of Westminster school, K. 

J •« -' land of bogs 

♦• With ditches fcnc'd, a Heaven fat with fogs." 

Juvenal, Sat. X. 7|. 
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into; t^ which I am yet « stranger, bdng forced into 
the couotryy in oneot my old parishes *9 to ride about 
for a Uctle health. I hope to have the honour of 
iasking your lordship's bless irig some time in October. 
In the mean while, I dtisire your lordship to believe 
me to be, with very greaft respect and truth, my lord, 
vouT httd$Uf*s moist dutiful and most humble servant, 

J. SWIFT* 



• FROM MR. PRIOR. 

* Parish Ju£. 5^6^ 1713. 

As I did not expect, my good friend Jonathan, to 

have received a letter from you at Dublin, so I am 

sure I did not iiHeiid to write one thither to you ; but 

Mr. Rosingrave. thinks it may do him a service, in 

recommen^ng him to you. If so, I am very glad of 

it ; fi>r it can be of no other use imaginable. I have 

. writ letters now above twenty-two years. I have 

taken towns, destroyed fleets, made treaties, and 

settled commerce in letters. And what of all this? 

Why, nothing ; b^t that I have had some subject to 

.write upon* But to write a letter only because Mr. 

Rosingrave has a mind to carry one in his pocket, to 

tell you, that you are sure of a friendship, which can 

never do you three pence of good, and wish you well 

in £ngbnd very soon, ^hen I do not know when I am 

likely to be there myself: all this, I say, is very 

absurd for a letter ; especially when 1 have this day 

written a dozen much <ik)re to the purpose. If I had 

seen your manuscript + ; if I had received Dr. Par- 

nell's poem ; if I had apy news of Landen being 

taken ; why well and good ; but as I know no more 

than the duke of Shrewsbury designs for England 



♦ Laracor and Rathbeggin. N. 

t Oi the History of the P^ace of Utiecht. B. 
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within three weeks ; that I mast stay here till tomc-i 
body else comes, and then — brin^ me necessarily to 
say, good Mr. Dean, that I am like the fellow in the 
Rehearsal, that did not know if he was to be merry or 
serious, or in what way or mood to act his part. 
One thing only I am assured of, that I love you very 
well ; and am, most sincerely and faithfoUyy dear sir^ 
your servant and brother *, 

M. PRIOR. 

Lord and lady Shrewsbury give their service to you* 
Vanhomrigh has run terribly here in debt, and, 
being in durance, has sent to his mother upon 
pecuniary concerns. Adieu once more. 

What we are doing, or what is to become of usj I 
know not. 

*« Prudens futuri temporis exitum 
** Caliginosi nocte premit £)eu8> 
^ " Ridetque- '* 

This is all the I^tin and writing I can at present 
spare you. 

tray give my service to your Chancellor f, and be 
much acquainted with judge Nutley, and love him 
very well for my sake. Adieu. Once more, find 
out my cousin Pennyfether and Nutley {if he is not 
too grave for you) ; 'and according to the laudable 
custom of your countrv, drink this Louis out, for a 
token of my generosity and your sobriety. And 
now I think, I have furnished out a veiy pretty 
letter* 

. • He was one of the sixteen. H« 
f Sir Constantine Phipps. 
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FROM MR. LEWIS •. 

Wbttehall^ Am^. 6, 1713, 

I HAVE so oftcn^ and in so pressing a manner], de. 
sired yoa to come over, that^ if what I have already 
said has no effect^ I shall despair of better success by 
any farther arguments. If I were to recapitulate the 
several reasons you ofifer to the contrary, ^nd answer 
them separatelyi I should grow peevish ; which I have 
no way to avoid, but by telling you in general, it is 
all wrong. You and I have already laid it down for 
a maxim, that we must serve lord treasurer, without 
receiving orders or particular instructions ; and I do 
not yet see a reason for changing that rule. His 
mind has been communicated more treely to you than 
any other t; but you. will not understand it. The 
desires of great men are commands ; at least the only 
ones, I hope, they ever will be able to use. You have a 
mind to stay in Ireland till October, and desire me 'to 

five my opinion whether yog should come sooner? 
answer, yes. Then you bid me consider again ; 
that is, you would have me say I am of opinion you 
should stay tin October, When judgi^ would have a 
jury change their verdi^rt, they bid them consider- 
again : when a man is determined to marry a woman, 
and his friend advises him against it, he asks his 
Opinion again ; and if his friend is so silly as not to 
alter his advice, . he marries without it. \ anr as much 
in the spleen now I am answering^ your letter, as you 
were when you writ it. Come over ; you will cure 
yoi^rself and nr.e too. Adieu. 

♦ Indorsed, " Mr. Lewis; pressing me to come over *' N. 
+ By this it appears, that lord Orrery was mistakcu wlxea 
l|9Sai4 th^t Swift was employed , not truued. H. 
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FROM DR. SMALRIDGE*. 
MR. DtAN, Chrht Cburci, Sept. 27* 1713. 

When you was so kind as to favoar die master of 
the Temple t and me with your company at the chap- 
lain's table at KenHngton, there dined with us one 
Mr. Fiddcs t, a well deserving clergymani whose cir. 
cumstanccs, we told yo^ were not at all suitable to 
his merits^. You expressed on that occasion so gener- 
ous a concern for him> and so great a readiness to do 
him any good offices, whidi might lie in your way, 
that he seems to think he should be wanting to himself, 
if he did not endeavour to cultivate an interest witi 
one so willing and so ablte to serve him. He has 
therefore made repeated instances to me, that I would 
remind you of him, which I should not have hearkened 
to, were I not well assured, that you would excuse, 
if not thank me, for furnishing you with an oppor« 
tunity of doing a generous and good natured thing. 
You will not, I fancv, think a formal application to 
any great man in his behalf either proper or requisite ; 
but if you should, upon the perusal of one or two of 
his sermons, think as well of them as I do, and 
should in conversation with my lord treasurer express 
a good opinion of the author, one kind word fron^ you, 
seasonably dropped, might determine his fortune, and 
give you the satisfaction of having made him and his 
family as happy as they can wish to be. 
I am, sir, ' 

your most humble serrant, 
GEO. SMALRIDGE. 

* Afterward bishop of Bristol. B. 
f Dr. Sherlockr atrerward bishop of London. B. 
X Richard Fiddes, afterward D. D , author of **ABodx9^ 
Drvinity," •• The Life oJt Carduui Wohey,*' Ice. 
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TO ARCHDEACON WALLS. 

Windior Castle^ OcU 1, 1715. 

I HAD just now a Icttw from you, wherein you 
meption the design of making me prolocutor ••' I 
will confess to you, there are two reasons why I should 
comply with it ; one is, that I am heartily weary of 
(Courts, and ministers, and politicks, for several reasons 
impossible to tell you ; and I have a mind to be at 
home, since the queen has been pleased that Ireland 
should be my home : the other reason is, that I think 
somebody educated in Dublin college should be pro- 
locutor; and I hear there are designs of turning it 
another way« But, if you find it will not do, I hope 
you will quit the desigi\in proper season, I condole 
with you for the loss of your+ companions this winter; 
and I was always of opinion they should be in town, 
dnless they find their health better at Trim. 

I am a littfe disappointed in Parvisol'sJ return. I 
hoped it would have amounted to near five hundred 
pounds in the tithes ; I doubt not the cause, and beg 
you will have no sort of tenderness for him, farther than 
It regards my interest ; as to the land rents, they are 
one hundred and seventy-four pounds a year in the 
country, besides some small things in town ; and I am 
in no pain about them, because they are sure ; nor dp 
I desire him to concern himself about them. ^ 

I hoped, and was told, my license would be under 
six pounds, though all was paid, and I heard, if lord' 
chancellor § had taken his fees, it would have been 
eight pounds. Tell Mr. Fetherston, I have spoken 
to baron Scroup about his affair, who promises to dis-. 

• See a letter to archbishop King, dated 0<?t. ao, 170^. N. 

+ Mrs. Johnson and Mrs. Dingley. F. 

+ The dean's agent. F. ^ 

^ Sir Constanunc Phipps. N. • 

VOL. XV. . B B rc^c^a\o 
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patch it with the first opportunity. I am now with 
some ministers and lords, and other company, and. 
withdrawn to a table, and hardly know what I write, 
they are so loud . My humble Iferv ice to you r Dorothy ^ 
and alderman Stoyte*, his wife, and Cellarius; and 
duty to the bishop of Dromore* 

Your's, J. S, 



: FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHrpps, 
SIR, DuUfJtf Oct, 10, ^7 13. 

I HAD the favour of your kind letter of the twenty- 
second of September, and had soon acknowledged it, if 
J had not been prevented by the constant hurry we have 
^n in, with relation to the city and parliament aflfairs. 
I heartily' congratulate your safe arrival in London, 
and return you, with all the gratitude imaginable« my 
dianks for the great trouble you have given yourselfi 
as well on behalf of my spn in particular, as of this 
kinedom in general : and I am sorrv you should venture 
^0 far as to burn your fingers ; but you know such, 
misfortunes often happen to gentlemen, who hate a 
hearty zeal for th^ interest of their friends. But this 
comfort attends theiPs that the burning goes off soon; 
whereas the credit and honour of serving one's friend 
last always. The account you sent me of Mr. 
Woirseley's being an envoy was new, and had not 
reached us before your letter came. 1 know not how 
sufficiently to acknowledge the obligation^ you have 
laid on nie ; but assure yau, if you have any commands 
on this side the water, there is no one will be more 
proud of being honoured with them, than he, who is^ 
with very great respect, 

Your most obedient humble seavant, 

CON. PHIPPS, 

• An alclcrman of Piiblin, afterwaril lord mayor. F. 
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TO ARCHDEACON WALLS. 

Londony Oct. 13, 1713* 

I tiA VE two letters of year's to acknowledge — 
No, I mistake, it is but one, for I answered the fon- 
mcr of September twenty- second, some time ago 5 
your other is ^f the first instant, with an account of 
your mayor squabble *, which we regard as much here 
as if you sent us an account of your little son playing at 
cherry stones. I told your lord chancellor, that the 
best thing the government there couW do, would be 
nev^er to trouble us with your affairs, but do the best 
you can, for we will neither support nor regard you. 
I have received the lords justices representation, juat 
now sent to the queen. I have said more upon it than 
any body else would ; and I hope my lord lieutenant + 
will put a good end to the dispute. I am heartily 
sorry for poor Hawley : and douot such a shake at his 
age will not be well recovered* Of your four candi- 
dates to succeed him, I dislike all but the first, which 
is Bolton. As to the chair of prolocutor, I said to 
you in my former all I thought necessary. I dis- 
like the thing for myself; but I would'keep a wrong 
man out, and would be glad of an honest excuse to 
leave courts and publick thoughts ; bat it would vex 
int to be proposed and not succeed. 

As for Williams, I am an old courtier, and will 
think of it ; but, if we want a singer, and I can get 
a better, that better one shall be preferred, although 
my father were competitor* 

I have spoken to baron Scroup about Mr. Fe- 
therston's aftair, and hope to get hiim a good account 
of it. 

You very artificially bring in your friend, Mrs. 
South : I have spoke to her, and heard from her ; and 

♦ Concerning sir Samuel Ccoke. F. 
f Duke of Shrewsbury. F. 
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8])oke to the duke of Ormond : I will do her what ler- 
vicc I can. 

My service to gossip Doll, and God bless tny god. 
daughter. 

I think you need nor inquire about the land rents of 
<die deanery, they are secure enough ; and I believe I 
shall not trouUe Mr. Parvisol about them. 

There is one farm set for one hundred and twenty 
pounds a year, another for fifcy^nr pounds. Rents 
adjoining tor the deanery, about two pounds ten shil. 
lings, and duties about eight poui^ds, or something 
under ; and a small lease of tithes, about four or five 
pounds: which last I would be glad you would ask 
Parvisol whether it be included among the tithes he has 
set. You see all the rents together are under two hbn- 
dred pounds. I forgot five pounds a year for the ver- 

ger's house. Service to Stoyte and Manley% and 
uty to bUhap of Dromore +• 



TO -THE SAME. 

SIR, London y Oef.20, 1713« 

. 1 WRIT to you immediately upon receiving your 
former, as I do now upon your last of the tenth in. 
stant. As to the business of being prolocutor t, I will 
t«ll you the short of my story. Although I have 
done more service to Ireland, and particularly to the 
church, than any man of my level, I have never been 
able to get a good word ; and I incurred the displeasure 
of the bishops, fay being the instrument, sine qua non^ 

* Isaibc Manley, esq. deputy post-master-general of Ire- 
land. F. ' ' 

+ t>r. John Sterne. See p. a6a. N. • ' 

t The convocauon did not meet in Ireland after the 
year 1710. F. 
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bf procuring the first-fniits : neither had f credit to be 
a convocation man in the meanest diocese of the king, 
dom, till poor dean Synge, who happened to think 
Well of me, got me to be choten for St. Patrick's : so 
that I think there will be a great change if I am 
chosen prolocutor.. And yet, at the same time, I am 
60 very nice, that I will not think of moving toward 
Ireland, till I am alctually chosen: you will say, 
«« What then must the clergy do for a prolocutor ?•• 
Why, I suppose they may appoint a vice prolocutor^ 
until my coming over, which may be in ten day's. Bat 
this perhaps is not feasible : if not, you may be sure I 
shall not so openly declare my ambition to that post, 
when I am not sure to carry it; and if I fail, the 
comfort of mecHm certasse feretury will not perhaps fall 
to qfiy share. But I go on too fast; for I find in 
your next lines, that the archbishop says there will be 
an indispensable necessity that 1 should be there at the 
election. Why, if the bishops will all fim it, so as to 
give a- man time to come over, with all my heart ; but, 
if it must be struggled for at the election, I will have ■ 
nothing to do with k. As for the bishops, I have not 
the least interest with above three in the kingdom : 
and unless the thought strikes the clergy in general, 
that I must be their man, nothing can come of it : 
we always settle a speaker here, as soon as the writs 
are issued out for a parliament ; if you did so for a 
prolocutor, a man might have warning in time ; bu^ 
I should make the foolishest figure in nature, to come 
over hawking for an emj>loyment t no wise seek or 
desire, and then fail of it. Pi-ay communicate the 
sense of what I say to the archbishop, to whom I will 
write by this post. As to my private affairs, I am 
sure they are in- good hands ; but I beg you will not 
have the least regard or tenderness to Parvisol, farther 
than you shall find he deserves. 1 am my gfjssip'a 
Yery bumble servant \ and the like to Mr. Stoy tCj nil 
B B ;{ 
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lady, and Catharinci and Mr. Manlcyj and liis lady 
and daughter. I am. 

Your obedient hu!nblc servant, , 
J. SWIFT. 

I wrote lately to Dr. Synge ; twice in all. 

I think you should force the St* Mkry ladies * to 
town, toward Christmas. 

My duty to the bishop of Dromore* 

Dr. Synge wrote me word a mOnth ago^ that Rosin^ 
grave, our organist, was at the point of death. Is he 
dead or alive ? 



TO ARCHBISHOP KING. 

MY LOkD, Londofty Oct. 20, I7IS. 

1 HE opportunity I had of a ship was so sudden, that 
I had not time to receive your grace's last commands, 
or pay my respects, which it was my duty and incli- 
nation to do ; and as for writing, I have always told 
your grace that I could not set about it with a good 
conscience, until I were provided with matter enough 
for your trouble of reading. We are outwardly pretty- 
quiet during this interval of parliament ; but I will 
not answer what «eeds are sowing to make the next 
spring produce bitter fruit. There are several reasons, 
impossible for me to tell at this distance, why I shall 
not be so good a correspondent as I have formerly been, 
but may probably serve to entertain you'a year or two 
hence : for the fashion of this world passes away ; and 
there is nothing of so little consequence as the greatest, 
court secrets, when once the scene is qbanged. I said 
to somebody, when I was last in Ireland, who talked 
to v,t of the advantage and felicity I had in the 

• Mrs. Johnson and Mrs . Dinglcy. F. 
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familiarity of great ministers, that it was well enough 
while it continued a vanity ; but as soon as it ceased to 
be a vanity, It began to be a vexation- of spirit. I 
bavfe some thought of passing this winter at the Bath» 
because my health requires it, and because I shall then 
be a pretty equal distance from the factions on both 
sides the water; for it is not impossible your grace 
may have a warm winter, 

I have had some letters, particularly from Dr. Syng« 
and Mr. Archdeacon Wallsy about my being prolocu- 
tor. I have this post writ my thoughts upon that sub- 
ject to Mr. Walls ; and to save you the trouble, have 
desired him to communicate them to your grace. Our 
elections for' the city still continue: I was this after- 
noon at Guildhall. I find three of the old members ; 
and Withers, who is the lowest, tells me, he does not 
despair of carrying it for himself. I'here is abundance 
of artifice (to give it the softest word) used on both 
sides ♦. 

I came yesterday from Windsor, where I saw* the 
queen in very good health, which she finds there more 
than any where else, and I believe will hardly remove 
until December. I believe my lord lieutenant + will 
be landed before this letter comes to your hands : he is 
the finest gentleman we have, and of an excellent un- 
derstanding and capacity for business : if I were with 
your grace, I would say more ; but leave it to your 
own sagacity. 

♦ The election terminated in favour of sir Richard Hoare, 
»ir William Withers, kir f ohn Cass, and sir George Newland, 
The losing candidates were, John Ward, Thomas Scawen, 
Robert Heysham, and Peter Godfrey, esqrs. — Some carious 
particulars relative to this election may be seen in the Politi- 
cal Stat€, for November, 1713,, p. 287. N. 

^ Charles Talbot, duke of Shrewsbury. It was remarked 
as extraordinary, that the duke's principal, domesticks were 
whlgs ; particularly his secretary, sir Jolin Stanley ; his chap- 
lain. Dr. Timothy Gootlwyn (advartced to the bishopritk of 
Kilmocein 1714, and to Cashelm ^727}, and some others. N. 
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I will only Tenture to say one thing relating to Ire- 
, land, becaiuc I believe it will be of use that your grace 
ihouid know it* If your house of commons should 
xun into any violence disagreeable to us here, it will be 
of the worst conseqtiences imaginable to that king* 
.dom : for, J know no maxim more strongly main^ 
tained at present in our court, than that her mnjesty 
ought to exert her power to the utmost, upon any 
iipeasinesles given on your side to herself or her ser-» 
.v^nts : neither can I answef, that even the legislative 
power here may not take cognizance of any thing that 
may pass among you, in opposition to the ()ersons and 
principles that are now favoured by the queen. Per- 
haps I am gone too far; and therefore shall endj 
without any cerei^ony. 

Your grace's, ^c. 

Direct to me under cover to Erasmus Lewis, esq«, 
at 'Mr, secretary Bromley's office at Whitehall. 



FROM LORD CHANCELLOR PHIPPS. . 

DEAR SIR, DuhJiftf Oct 2-^y 1713, 

1 AM indebted to you for your kind letters of the 
eighth and tenth instant, and I v^ry heartily ac* 
knowledge the obligation. That of the eighth gave 
me a great many melancholy thoughts, when I re, 
fleeted upon the danger our constitution is in, by 
the neglect and supineness of our friends, and the 
vigilance and unanimity of our enemies : but I hope 
your parliament proving so good will awaken our 
friends, and unite them more nrmly, and make them 
more active. 

That part of your letter of the tenth, which re- 
lated to my son, gave me great satisfaction ; for 
though the commissioners here have heard nothing 
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.of it, yet I ^beliei^ Mr. Keightley nught bring over 
full instrocrions in it: but he is arrived, and kndwa^ 
notliing of it ; so that whatever good intentions my 
lord treasurer had in relation to my son^ his lordship 
has forgotten to eive any directions concerning him ; 
for* with him, things are just as they were when you 
left DuUin. If you will be so kind to put his lord- 
ship in mind of it, you will be very obliging. 

I cannot discharge the part of a friend, if I omit 
to let you know that your great neighbour* at St. 
Pttlcher's i« very angry with you. He accuses you 
for going away without taking your leave of him^ 
.and intends in a little t^me to compel you to reside 
at your deanery. He lays some other things to your 
charge, which you shall know in a little time. 

We hourly expect' my lord lieutenant +. The whigs 
begin to be sensible they must expect no great coun- ' 
tenance from him, and begin to be a little down in 
the mouth, since they find Broderick is not to be 
their speaker J. I am, with very great truth, your 
most obedient humble servant. 



FROM DR. DAVENANT§. 

8IR, Windsor, Nov. 3, 1713,, 

1 OU have the character of employing in good of- 
fices to others the honour and happiness you have of 
being often with my lord treasurer. This use of your 
access to him is an uncommon instance of generosity, 

• TJie archbishop of Dublin. N. 

+ Duke of Shrewsbury. B. 

X He was, however, chosen speaker by a majority of fo\ir 
voices. B. 

^ Charles Davenant, LL.D . inspector general of imports and 
cxpprts. He died Nov. fr, 1714. 
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deserving the highest pratsei; foff most conunobtyf 
men are most apt to convert such advantages to their 
own single interest, without any regard of others ; 
though, in my poor opinion, not so wisely* Acts of 
friendship create friends, even among strangers, that 
taste not of them ; and in my experience, I hardly 
ever knew a man friendly jn the course of his proceed, 
ings, but he was soppojted in th6 world ; ingraiitude 
being the vice, of which the generality of men are 
.most ashamed to be thought guilty. 

My son* and I have reasons to return you ouf 
thanks, for what you have already done of thb kind 
in his favour, and we beg the continuance of it. 
Ministers of state have such multiplicity of business, 
that it is no wonder, if they forget low individuals ; 
and in such a case, private persons must be beholden 
to some good natured man, to put those in power in 
mind of them : otherwise they may be forgotten, till 
old age overtakes them. Such well disposed remem. 
brancers deserve access, familiarity, and interest with 
great men ; and perhaps, they are the most use&l 
servants they can countenance in their hours of lei- 
sure. 

I need not tell you, that in point of time, he is 
jabove all pretenders to foreign business; that his 
affairs have now depended almost three years ; that in 
the interim, it has gone very hard with him ; and 
that he gave a very early instance bf his zeal to the 
present administration. But what he builds his hopes 
most upon, is the promise- my lord treasurer was 
pleased to make to the duke of Shrewsbury, just as 
his grace left Windsor, that a provision should be 
made for Mr. Davenant. We must entreat you to 
fipd some lucky moment of representing to my lord, 

* Henry Da\en<nt, esq. hid been emplojed at Frankfort, 
from 17OJ, to 170', ar longer; but his lather attempted in 
vain to get him to Florence. In 17 18 he was resident at 
Genoa. N* 
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tluit the young man is pressed by a nearer concern 
than that of making his tortane^ and that lovers can 
hardly be persaaded to be as patient as other men. 
The duke has canied his mistress from him, and will 
not consent to make him happy , till he sees him in 
some way of being settled : m which liow anxious 
any delay must be (possession . depending upon it) he 
leaves you to judge, who have so well studied man- 
kind> and who know, that love is a passion, in one of 
his age, much stronger than ambition. I beg your 
pardon for this long trouble, and am, sir. 

Your most humble and most obedient servant^ 

CHARLES DAVENANT, 



Bxiract from the MS, Diary of Blihop Kbnnett, iu 
• the Library of th^ Marquis of Lansoown. 

«' 17 13. Dr. swift came into the coffeehouse, 
and had a bow from every body but .me. When I 
came to the antichamber to wait before prayers, Dr. 
Swift was the principal man of talk and business, and 
acted as a master of requests. He was. soliciting the 
earf of Arran to speak to his brother the duke of Or- 
mond, to get a chaplain's place established in the gar. 
rison of hull for Mr. Fiddes, a clergyman in that 
neighbourhood, who had lately been in gaol, and 
published sermons to pay fees. He was promising Mr. 
Thorold to undertake with my lord treasurer, that, 
according to his petition, he should obtain a salary of 
2001. per annum, as minister of the English church at 
Rotterdam. He stopped F. Gwynne, esq., going in 
with his red bag to the queen,^ and told him aloud he 
had something tq say, to bioxfrom my lord treasurer* 
He talked with the son of Dr, Davenant to be sent 
abroad, and took out his pocket book and w'rote down 
several things, as memoranda^ to do for him. He 
tumc4 tQ the fir^i and took out his gold watch^ ai^di 
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telling him the time of tbe izy, compl^ned it Wa» 
very late. A gentleinailp said» *hc was too fast/ 
' iiow can I help it/ says the doctor> if the courtiers 
•:give nie a watch that won't go right ?' Then he in- 
, structed a young noblem^ny that the best poet in Eng* 
land was Mr. Pope (a pa^ist^^ who had begun a trans-^ 
lation of Homer into English verse, for which ' he 
'must have them all subscribe ;' 'for,' says he, * the 
« author shall not begin to print till / hai^ 2l tlKMisand 
^.guineas for him.' Lord treasurer, after leaving the 
flueen, came though the room beckoning Dr. Swi& to 
toWpvf him : both went off just before .praye^ . 

<c Nov. 3.^1 see and hear a great deal to confirm a 
doubt, that the pretender's interest is much at thei 
bottom of some hearts : a whisper that Mr. Nelson had 
i^l prime hand in the late book for hereditary right; and 
that one of them wiis pres#nted to majesty itself, 
whom God preserve from the effect of such principles 
and such intrigues!" 



FROM THE DUCHESS OF ORMOND^ 

DOCTOR, No'V., 3t 1713, tk'veH ^t night 

1 HOPE your servant has told you, I sent to b^ 
the favour of you to come hither to night; but since 
you could not conveniently, I hope you will not deny 
me the satisfaction of seeing you to morrow morning* 
My lord joins with me in that request, and will see no 
company but you. I hope you will come before ten 
o'clock, because he is to go at that hour to Windsor. 
I beg your pardon for sending so early -a« I have 
ordered them carry this ; but the fear of your being 
gone abroad, if they went later, occasioned that trou- 
' ble given you by, sir, 

Your most sinceite 
and most faithful humble servant, 
. . , M. OKMOND. 
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. TO LORD TREASURER OXFORD, 

ON THE DEATH OF HIS DAUGI^TERj THE MARCHIONESS Ot 
CAERMA8.THEN*. 



YoUF 



MY LORD, Nov. 21, 1713. 

JR lordship is the person in the world to wh'ogi 
^very body ought to be silent upon such an occasion as 
this, which is only to be supported by the greatest 
wisdom and strength of mind ; wherein, God knows, 
the wisest and b^t of us, who would presume to offer 
their thoughts, are far your inferiours. ttis true, in. 
deed, that a ^reat misfortune is apt to weaken the mind^ 
and disturb the understanding. This, indeed, might 
be ^ome pretence to us to administer our consolation^, 
if we had been wholly strangers to the person gone,^ 
But, my lord, whoever had the honour to know her, 
wants a comforter as much as your lordship ; because, 
though their loss is not so great, yet they have not the 
6ame firmness and prudence, to support the want of a 
friend, a patroness, a benefactor, as you have to sup- 
port that of a daughter k My lord, both religion and 
reason forbid me to have the least concern for that 
lady's death, upon her own account; and he must be an 
111 christian, or a perfect stranger to her virtues, who 
would iiot wish himself, with ail submission to God 
Almighty's will, in her condition. But your lordship, 
who has lost such a daughter, and we, who have lost 
«uch a friend, and the world, which has lost such an 
example, have, in our several degrees, greater cause to 
iamenr, than, perhaps, was ever given by any private 
person before : for, my lord, I have sat down to think of 

♦ The marchioness was married Nov. if, 1712 ; brought 
to bed of a son (afterward duke of Leeds), Nov. 6, 1713: { an4 
«(ied Nov. 20, aged 2S. N. 

\oL, XV, Cc 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



290 LETTERS TO AXD FROM DR. SWIFT* 

every amiable quality thai could enter into the coroposi- 
ion of a lady, and could not single out one, which she 
did not possess in as high a perfection as human nature is 
capable of. But as to your lordship's own particular, 
as it is an unconceivable misfortune to have lost such a 
daughter, so it is a possession which few can boast of, 
to have had such a daugWr. I have often said to 
your lordship, " That I never knew any one by many 
*' degrees so happy in their domesticks as you ;" and 
I afHrm you are so still, though not by so many de. 
grees : from whence it is very obvious, that your lord- 
ship should reflect upon what you have left, and not 
npon what you have lost. 

To say the truth, my lord, yon began to be too 
happy for a mortal ; much more happy than is usual 
with the dispensations of Providence long to continue. 
You had been the great instrument of preserving your 
country from foreign and domestick ruin : you have had 
the felicity of establishing your family in the greatest 
lustre) without any obligation to the bounty of your 
prince, or any industry of your own : you have 
triumphed over the violence and treachery of' your 
enemies, by your courage and abilities : and by the 
steadiness of your temper, over the inconstancy and 
caprice of your friends. Perhaps your lordship has 
felt too much complacency within yourself, upon this 
universal success : and God Almighty, who would 
not disappoint your endeavours for the pubKck^ thought 
fit to punish you with a domestick loss, where he 
knew your heart was most exposed ; and at the same 
time, has fulfilled his own wise purposes, by rewarding 
in a better Hfc, that excellent creature he has taken 
from you. 

I know not, my lord, why I write this to you, nor 
hardly what I am writing. I am sure, it is not from 
any compliance with form ; it is not from thinking 
that 1 can give your lordship any ease, I think it was 
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an impulse upon me that I should say something : and 
whether I shall send you what I have writtenj ' I am 
yet in doubt, fcff . * 

♦ This consolatory epistle has been said to be ** the finest, 
perhaps, that ever was written." Seethe Annual Register 
for 1765. N. 



END OF TOL. FIFT£EIf« 
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